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O ne of the longest private bus 
routes from Chatswood was 
the route 55, running along 
the Pacific Highway to 

Hornsby and Mt. Colah, parallel to the 
North Shore railway line. Few travellers 

Buses along the Pacific Highway: Route 55 
JIM O'NEIL 

used it in preference to the electric 
trains, so its peak-hour service south of 
Hornsby was the same as the off-peak, 
every half-hour. The first timetable 
(below) is undated, but I acquired it 
around 1960. It is in paragraph format, 

most popular in the fifties, showing de-
partures from each timing point together, 
rather than setting out each bus's full ser-
vice using parallel columns. The route 55 
was operated in two sections, with four 
buses providing a half-hourly service all 

1. Route 55, undated but around 1960. 
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day from Chatswood to Mt. Colah, and 
further buses providing additional service 
from Hornsby to Mt. Colah and on to Mt. 
Kuring-gai. These did not run in the early 
afternoon, but there were extra services 
to Mt. Colah in the peak hours. For ex-
ample, on weekday mornings extra buses 
started from Mt. Colah at 6.11a.m., 6.47 
and 7.00 for Hornsby only, and note the 
Saturday afternoon peak around 12 noon. 
The last evening services on the long run 
terminated at Turramurra, where the de-
pot was located, and early morning ser-
vices in both directions started at points 
between Turramurra and Chatswood. 
There were only slightly fewer Saturday 
services, with a final picture bus at 
11.00p.m. Hornsby to Mt. Colah and 
back to Turramurra (though only shown 
from Mt. Colah). On Sundays, all fares 
were 1d extra, but only a limited service 
was operated. Hornsby to Mt. Kuring-gai 
ran in the mornings, as did a bus between 
Greengate Road (Killara) and Turra-
murra, which stopped twice on 
southbound services at Pymble Church 
for worshippers to attend divine service. 
Greengate Road was presumably chosen 
as a convenient place to turn the bus 
around in the highway: the Greengate 

Hotel would not be open on a Sunday for 
short distance travellers. Yet another 
timetable operated on holidays: every 
half hour from Hornsby to Mt. Colah, 
and every one-and-a-half from Chats-
wood. 

The Sunday and holiday timetables had 
gone by 1968, as had Saturday afternoon 
service. Service north of Hornsby de-
clined and buses started to run through to 
Mt. Kuring-gai, but the basic half-hourly 
service remained. It can still be seen in 
the 1988 timetable, when the new route 
number 590 was applied to the service 
south of Hornsby (see the flyer for the 
new Shorelink service above). A through 
connection could still be made every 
hour by changing to a 594 Berowra 
Heights bus. As the southbound buses 
from Hornsby left five minutes before the 
northbound from Chatswood arrived, the 
590s were interworked with other ser-
vices from Hornsby. As a result, the new 
midibuses were not confined to the Pa-
cific Highway service for which they 
may have been intended (one of them is 
shown on the cover of this flyer.) 

When Shorelink (as the Hornsby opera-
tion had now come to be known) ac-

quired the runs of Deane's outwards from 
the railway line, the opportunity was 
taken to divert some of the Chatswood-
Hornsby buses further south between 
Gordon and Pierce's Corner, running 
along the Comenarra Parkway through 
West Pymble, South Turramurra and Fox 
Valley, on a new route 570. The 12 Au-
gust 1991 timetable for both routes is on 
page 5 (top). Service is irregular, but at 
not more than an hour's interval south of 
Gordon, and less frequently on either 
route beyond. The 570 appears better 
served than the 590, but many of these 
services are in fact 560s running between 
Gordon and West Pymble only. Service 
has shrunk further. There is no 570 out of 
Chatswood and on the latest 590 timeta-
ble, 24 May 1999 (see page 5, bottom) 
there are six off-peak, Monday to Fridays 
only services, running from Chatswood 
to Turramurra only, two stations north of 
Gordon. Even the school term only ser-
vice of the 1997 timetable has gone. But 
at least the service has not vanished alto-
gether, as it was rumoured it might. 

2. Route 590, undated flyer, but 1988 
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3. 12 August 1991, p 5, Route 570 to Hornsby..            4. 12 August 1991, p 21, Route 590 to Hornsby 

5. Route 590, 24 May 1999. 
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I n my collection there are time-
tables for several Sydney gov-
ernment bus routes that have 
disappeared. These aren’t just 

minor variations or short workings 
but a few free-standing routes for 
which the original reason to operate 
has disappeared.  

Routes 090-092 

Based on the above criteria these 
routes at first glance could be 
thought of as industrial variations 
of current routes 312 in Woolloo-
mooloo/Garden Island  and 443 in 
Pyrmont. But it’s the bit between 
these areas that hasn’t been re-
placed. Originally private route 192 

then 391 and 392 these services 
connected Woolloomooloo and 
Pyrmont via Millers Point operat-
ing as shown in the map from the 
20 November 1957 timetable. 
Route 390 was used for shorter 
journeys going direct via Lang 
Street from Bridge to York 
Streets. 

The earliest timetables I have are 
two handbills from consecutive 
Saturdays in 1949 reducing the 
service. The first, 26 November, 
shows service operating from Pyr-
mont to Woolloomooloo until 
1.30pm then operating half hourly 
from then until 7.30 between Pyr-
mont and Wynyard only. The next 

Saturday, 3 December, the Pyr-
mont – Wynyard section is can-
celled after 1.30pm.  

My first full timetable is from 17 
September 1951 and shows how 
intense the service to Pyrmont was 
long before the Casino became the 
prime traffic generator. Between 7 
and 8am no fewer than 18 buses 
departed York Street for Pyrmont, 
most continuing to Bayview Street, 
several times two buses depart to-
gether. The daytime through service 
is variable between 17/18 minutes 
headway before an intense after-
noon service is resumed from Pyr-

(Continued on page 8) 

Sydney’s lost bus routes (1) 
In the dark of a quiet Sydney night, one can hear the ghostly crashing of gears 
as one of Sydney’s long-departed Leyland buses grinds its way up the hill out 
of Coogee. Ghost-watcher DUNCAN MACAUSLAN reports on these appari-
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mont to Wynyard. Service operated 
until late evening as well as a all 
morning service on Saturdays;  two 
early morning journeys on Sun-
days; and for some reason 10 
through journeys on holidays. This 
intense level of service being re-
quired for the large number of 
dockworkers and naval personnel 
living and working in Pyrmont. 

Sixteen years later, 20 November 
1967, the service, now routes 090-

2, is reduced to peak hours only 
with a through service still oper-
ated with thirteen journeys week-
days  and only two early on Satur-
days. The flow is interestingly to 
Woolloomooloo in the mornings 
and back in the afternoons imply-
ing that Pyrmont and Millers 
Point residents went to work at 
Woolloomooloo wharves. The 
through service continued at this 
level until 10 September 1977, 
April 1976 being the last timeta-

ble issued. 

The through service between Queen 
Square and the QVB then ceased 
due to lack of patronage reflecting 
the move away from both intense 
labour requirements on the wharves 
and the relocation of much com-
mercial shipping to other locations 
such as Botany Bay. Route 090 re-
mained for QVB to Pyrmont and 
092/3 from St James Station to 
Woolloomooloo or Garden Island. 
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Strange men, lurking around the rear of the toilets at Moss Vale Railway Station? 
Yes, but it’s also the Annual General Meeting of the Australian Association of Time Table Collectors, 
thwarted in their attempt to hold the meeting in the old hotel rooms above the station.  Photo: Len Regan 

Don’t ask me, I only work here! 
The notice below was sent to The Times by LEN REGAN, who says: “The attached notice is displayed 
above a rack of self-serve timetables for Newcastle Buses in the foyer of Newcastle City Council Ad-
ministrative Centre. There is no public phone in this foyer. People wanting to make a phone call as sug-
gested in the notice have to walk outside the Centre, across Civic Plaza (150m) and find the nearest pub-
lic phone in the street or inside City Hall.” [A similar notice has recently appeared in Manly’s new Visi-
tor Information Centre at the redesigned bus-ferry interchange– Editor] 
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Graphic Insight (1) 
The line from Melbourne to Ballarat celebrates its 110th birthday this year. 
From a pair of  branch lines, it grew to be a busy interstate goods and passen-
ger line, but all that has changed again. GEOFF LAMBERT, who grew up 
watching the trains at Bacchus Marsh, reports on what he saw. 

O ur graph looks at the to-
tal number of train 
movements per week in 
the Victorian Railways 

line between Sunshine and Warren-
heip, on what used to be the main 
line to Adelaide. It shows goods 
and passenger trains, both regular 
and conditional, listed in the work-
ing timetables of the day. All trains 
appear, even if they did not traverse 
the whole section. Thus the engine 
and van returning from having 
“doubled” a coal train up the hill 
from Bacchus Marsh to Parwan is 
there, as are the light engines com-
ing back the other way from Ballan 
or Ingliston, and the pilots working 
only from Sunshine to Deer Park. 
Another way of looking at it is that 
the number of trains shown corre-
sponds with the number of pencil 
lines a train controller would draw 
on his train graph each week. The 
horizontal axis is not linear for 
time, but the labels give a good idea 
of when things happened. 

The early history of the line and its 
traffic were given in The Times in 
August, we look here at what hap-
pened in the subsequent years. I 
guess the most notable features are 

the mid-century rise and fall of 
goods train traffic and the enor-
mous increase in passenger train 
movements in the late 20th cen-
tury. One can see, I think, that the 
number of weekly passenger 
trains did not vary much between 
1930 and 1970, but the number of 
goods trains grew and grew. This 
was partly a reflection of an ex-
panding economy, but also the 
way that dieselisation tamed the 
steep grades. The biggest boost to 
goods train numbers was the 
opening of the standard gauge 
lines from Wodonga to Mel-
bourne and later Kalgoorlie to 
Perth. These had the flow-on ef-
fect of increasing traffic between 
Melbourne and Adelaide, mani-
fested mostly in express goods 
trains. In 1960 there were no such 
trains, but by 1969, there were 5 
interstate and 2 intrastate express 
goods each way each day in the 
working timetable.  

After the opening of the Broken 
Hill line in 1970, traffic to Perth 
was diverted away from the west-
ern line and we can see that 1970 
was therefore the high point of 
goods traffic—from which it de-

clined inexorably, to totally vanish 
30 years later. The biggest drop oc-
curred when the western standard 
gauge line was opened.  

But 1970 was also the beginning of 
an upsurge in passenger traffic, as 
new local (i.e. Bacchus Marsh) and 
medium distance trains began to 
appear on the line. The Hamer 
Government’s decision to expand 
passenger service in the early 1980s 
produced the biggest boost in pas-
senger train numbers. Passenger 
train numbers fell off again when 
the Overland transferred to standard 
gauge and the Ballarat-Ararat line 
was closed, but it has since re-
sumed its climb. The sharp peak in 
1999 represents the intense tempo-
rary service provided between Mel-
bourne and Melton while the Mel-
ton viaduct was under repair and 
the line over the bridge was closed. 
In 2000 more trains have been 
added, particularly to Melton.  

Total traffic levels haven’t reached 
those of 1970 yet, but they’re get-
ting close. A line-side train watcher 
would, however, see differences in 
the nature of the traffic, if not the 
numbers. 
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Date PTT WTT 

01-Apr-1892  X 

01-Sep-1895 X X 

01-Jan-1897  X 

01-Apr-1897   

01-Jul-1897  X 

01-Sep-1897  X 

11-Apr-1898  X 

01-Aug-1898  X 

01-Jan-1899  X 

01-Apr-1899  X 

01-Jul-1899  X 

01-Oct-1899  X 

1-Jan-1900  X 

1-Apr-1900  X 

1-Jul-1900  X 

1-Oct-1900  X 

1-Jan-1901  X 

1-Apr-1901  X 

1-Jul-1901  X 

1-Oct-1901  X 

6-Feb-1902  X 

7-Apr-1902  X 

7-Jul-1902  X 

6-Oct-1902  X 

12-Jan-1903  X 

Date PTT WTT 

6-Apr-1903  X 

6-Jul-1903  X 

11-Apr-1904  X 

2-Aug-1909  X 

09-Jan-1905 X  

11-Nov-1912  X 

12-May-1913  X 

1-Dec-1913  X 

7-Dec-1914  X 

11-May-1914  X 

24-May-1915  X 

13-Dec-1915  X 

22-May-1916 X X 

May-1917  X? 

17-Dec-1917 X X? 

May-1918  X? 

9-Dec-1918  X 

9-Jun-1919  X 

1-Dec-1919  X 

26-Jan-1920  X 

14-Jun-1920  X 

13-Dec-1920  X 

16-May-1921  X 

12-Dec-1921  X 

1-May-1922  X 

Date PTT WTT 

30-Apr-1923 X X? 

4-May-1923 X  

3-Dec-1923 X X 

5-May-1924 X X? 

Dec-1924  X 

1-Dec-1930  X 

30-Mar-1931  X 

30-Nov-1931  X 

10-May-1937 X X 

26-Nov-1934   

Dec-1937  X? 

6-Jun-1938  X 

12-Dec-1938  X 

22-May-1939  X 

27-Nov-1939  X 

2-Dec-1940 X X? 

5-May-1941 X X? 

1-Jun-1942 X X? 

30-Nov-1942 X X 

16-Dec-1946  X 

31-May-1948  X 

1-May-1950  X 

19-Nov-1951  X 

10-Mar-1952 X X 

10-Mar-1953 X X? 

Railway timetables of Western Australia 
 This month’s timetable check-list is of the public and working timetables of the  
Western Australian Government Railways/Westrail– by GEOFF LAMBERT   

T he railways of Western 
Australia started late, but 
grew rapidly. One can see 
the rapid growth in the 

system in the ever-expanding size 
of the timetables it issued, the 
working timetables expanding from 
16 pp in 1892 (the first of which we 
have a record) to 10 times that size 
20 years later. 

Working time tables 

Like all Australian railways WAGR 
issued working timetables a little 
haphazardly at first, but soon set-
tled down to a regular production- 
quarterly from 1897 to 1904, then 
half-yearly until sometime in the 
Second World War, then approxi-

mately yearly. Gaps in these regu-
lar sequences in the attached ta-
bles probably represent timetables 
not preserved or not seen by our 
researchers. Unlike most of the 
other (and sometimes smaller) 
systems, the WTT was issued as 
an “omnibus”, system-wide edi-
tion for the first 60 years (Table 
this page), before moving to a di-
visional structure in 1953 (Table 
next two pages). In 1897 WAGR 
issued both a suburban passenger 
WTT and a South Western Rail-
way WTT (not shown), but it did 
not repeat the practice for another 
6 decades.   

It seems that most, if not all, of 
the WAGR’s working timetables 

have been preserved and a com-
plete collection is lodged in the 
Western Australian State Library 
(Battye Library). They are still be-
ing issued today and the library is 
still acquiring them, as it is obliged 
to do by law. 

One unusual feature of WAGR 
working timetables (and its rule-
books) in the early years is that 
they were produced in what we 
might call “American pocket-
format”, about  9.5” high by 4.5” 
wide, easy to slip into a hip pocket 
or a bib overalls pocket, no doubt. 
As far as we can tell no other Aus-
tralian railway made a habit of this, 
but WAGR kept it up for 40 years 
before changing to a more “usual” 
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size. 

Public time tables 

We know less of the public timeta-
bles of WA, mainly because we 

have not been able to research 
them thoroughly. It is fairly cer-
tain that a public timetable was 
issued for each system-wide 
working timetable, but we can’t 

be sure. The Battye library (which 
doesn’t catalogue its holdings by 
date) seems to hold a complete col-
lection of them, anyway. The 
WAGR also issued “Penny Pocket 

 PTT PTT PTT WTT WTT1 WTT2 WTT3 WTT4 WTT4 WTT5 WTT6 WTT7 WTT8 WTT9 

Date System Sub’
n 

Coun-
try 

System Genl 
Instrct 

Sub’n 
Pass 

East-
ern 

East’n 
G’field 

St’d 
Gauge 

South 
West 

Great 
South 

North Road St’d 
Gauge 

31-Aug-1953    X    X       

1-Aug-1954  X             

28-Nov-1954      X X X  X? X? X? X?  

3-Jul-1955      X       X  

4-Dec-1955        X       

18-Dec-1955      X         

5-Feb-1956          X     

25-Mar-1956            X   

22-Apr-1956       X    X    

25-May-1959 X              

30-Nov-1959 X              

1-Aug-1960 X              

1-Sep-1960 X              

22-Jul-1962          X     

25-Feb-1963           X    

6-May-1963       X        

14-Feb-1964             X  

Jul-1964 X              

12-Jul-1964 X          X    

4-Oct-1964        X    X X  

3-Jan-1965  X             

27-Jun-1965     X          

8-Aug-1965          X     

65-66 X              

6-Feb-1966       X        

16-Apr-1967           X    

21-May-1967          X     

Jun-1967 X              

7-Jan-1968        X       

14-Jan-1968              X 

21-Apr-1968             X  

30-Jun-1968     X          

14-Sep-1968              X 

6-Oct-1968      X    X     

20-Oct-1968           X    

29-Dec-1968            X   
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Timetables”, for many years.  The 
WAGR does appear to have issued 
some strictly Suburban public time-
tables, particularly since electrifica-
tion, but there is no evidence for 

Country PTTs. Today, PTTs are 
mostly issued as line-specific bro-
chures, at varying dates, rather 
than as a system-wide single-date 
table. 

An X means the issue is known to 
exist. A ? indicates uncertainty of 
date or issue. Dates are sometimes 
approximate or not given specifi-
cally on the timetable cover. 

 PTT PTT PTT WTT WTT1 WTT2 WTT# WTT4 WTT4 WTT5 WTT6 WTT7 WTT8 WTT9 

Date Sys-
tem 

Sub’n Coun
try 

System Gen’l 
Ins’ct. 

Sub’n 
Pass 

East’n East’n 
G’field 

Stan’d 
Gauge 

South 
West 

Great 
South 

North Road Stan’d 
Gauge 

1968-69 X              

9-Feb-1969        X       

25-May-1969       X        

9-Nov-1969             X  

Jan-1970 X              

3-May-1970            X   

Jun-1972 X              

Feb-1974     X          

Apr-1974      X X        

1975 X              

4-May-1975           X X   

25-May-1975          X     

1976 X              

1-Apr-1976              X 

1977 X              

1-Sep-1977            X   

1978 X              

1-Apr-1979      X         

2-Sep-1979      X         

11-Feb-1980         X      

1-Jul-1984         X      

11-Nov-1984      X         

1-Jan-1985          X     

20-May-1985     X          

1-Jan-1996       X  X X X X   

Feb-1998         X      

Mar-1998          X     

Jun-1998          X     

Nov-1998     X    X      

Feb-1999      X X  X  X X   

Mar-1999            X   

May-1999      X         

Aug-1999         X      

Sep-1999      X      X   

Oct-1999         X      

Nov-1999            X   

Jan-2000           X    
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Notes for LNER passengers 
VICTOR ISAACS’ collection includes a pamphlet, the cover of which is on our 
cover this month. He writes “The  tables on this page and the next are an ex-
tract from a publication of the London and North Eastern Railway. They show 
the times of the principal expresses to and from London. What is interesting 
about the extract is that it shows in a public timetable, passing times (those in 
italics). Also interesting is the use of timings in half minutes.” 
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Graphic Insight (2) 
CHRIS BROWNBILL heads to Melbourne’s east again, to analyse some train 
“crossing” patterns 
Its not uncommon for those of us interested in timetables to seek to understand where transport services 
in opposite directions are scheduled to cross or pass each other.  This question is normally based on train 
timetables operating on single track lines with passing loops - but what about on double track lines?  
Graphic Insight this month takes a look at one example of a contemporary principally double track subur-
ban railway, Melbourne's Camberwell to Alamein line and asks where do the trains pass each other, and 
why? 

The analysis uses data taken from Connex Melbourne's Alamein Line Train Timetable, effective 9th April 
2000.  The graph looks at 6 different time periods during the week: Mon-Fri before 9am, Mon-Fri 9am-
3pm, Mon-Fri 3pm-8pm, Mon-Fri after 8pm, Saturday and Sunday.  For each of these intervals, the num-
ber of scheduled crosses is graphed against the location at which the cross is scheduled to occur.  Where a 
cross is scheduled to occur between stations, it is recorded as occurring at the station at the Down end 
(Alamein is Down). 

Notice that the patterns vary significantly by time of day and day of week.  On Saturdays and Sundays 
when a regular 20-minute frequency operates for most of the day, the crosses are scheduled at Riversdale 
station.  On Mon-Fri 9am-3pm, when a regular 15-minute interval operates, most crosses occur mid-way 
along the line around Hartwell.  On Mon-Fri mornings and afternoons there are often two crosses per trip, 
and these mostly occur at Riversdale and around Burwood and Ashburton.  Notice that there are no 
crosses scheduled at Alamein or in the Ashburton-Alamein section; this is because this section is single 
track.  There are no crosses on Mon-Fri evenings when a 30-minute frequency operates and the line is op-
erated as a shuttle with only one train 'in steam'. 

Why are most crosses focused around Riversdale?  It could be that this is the location of a road and tram-
way level crossing, and to minimise inconvenience to road traffic the up and down trains are scheduled to 
share the gate 'down time'.  This would certainly be appreciated by motorists and tram passengers alike, 
but in this era of competitive transport operators, how long can such an act of altruism be justified by a 
company in whose interests it is for other transport modes to be slower than their trains?  
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