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E TERNITY is over in as much 
as I have recently received 
photocopies of the ECT 

(Edinburgh Corporation Transport) 
timetables that formed the basis of 
my interest in bus timetables. 

Through contact with the Edin-
burgh Transport Group and the as-
sociated Lothian Bus Club, I met 
George Balloch. On his most re-
cent trip here, ostensibly to fly to 
Antarctica and back, over a beer or 
two I raised the topic again. “ I’ve 
got a set!”  he exclaimed.  

And so a few weeks later in the 
mail arrived photocopies of a com-
plete set from around August 1962. 
Twenty nine years is a long time 
and so it was quite intriguing look-
ing at these documents and surpris-
ing in that some weren’t quite as I 
remembered. 

There are 36 sheets in the set cov-
ering all the routes then operated 
by ECT. Route numbers ran from 1 
to 49, plus 2A, but not using 6, 20, 
21, 30, 38, and 48. Service 32 was 
a summer only tourist service to 
Edinburgh Castle Esplanade for 
which no timetable was published. 

The standard format I remember is 
illustrated by the timetable for ser-
vice 26 (right), one of the services 
which passed through Roseburn 
near where I lived. As can be seen,  
there was very little detail given in 
the timetable area, only run times, 
peak and off-peak frequencies, and 
first and last bus times to and from 
the City Centre – but not quite de-
fining where the city centre was.  

For a few, less frequent services, as 
illustrated by the timetable for part 
day service 36 a detailed timetable 
was provided, including the date, 
8/62 in the bottom left corner. This 

Eternity is over! 

“ I’ve still never seen one of the ECT time and fare sheets but hope is eternal –  
the search is still on” So wrote DUNCAN MACAUSLAN in his article on Why I 
collect timetables. But… . 
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is the service I caught to school in 
the mornings around 8.05 from 
Roseburn Gardens to the Grass-
market (left, above). Other ser-
vices with such detail were outer 
suburban service 40 and part-day 
service 46 both of which operated 
half-hourly. 

Many of Edinburgh’s routes were 
circular, and route 1 (right, 
above) is a good example show-
ing both a different layout and the 
maximum 10d fare limitations. 
The high frequency meant that a 
detailed timetable was not neces-
sary in this case. Route 1 ran the 
full length of the Royal Mile Ed-
inburgh’s main tourist street and 
then around the northern suburbs. 

It was operated by single deck 
buses until August 1966, when 
low railway overbridges in Easter 
Road were removed and the road-
way at Abbeyhill under the East 
Coast Main Line was lowered. 
Route 1 was a favourite long al-
ternative route home after rugby 
practice, transferring at Clermis-
ton to a 26 or Leith to a 12. Other 
sheets with the rotated timetable 
were for services 2/12 which 
were end-on linked, and 34/35 a 
complex balloon loop. The other 
circular services were 17/47 a 
balloon loop from the West End, 
19 operating as frequently as 
every 3 minutes in the peak pe-
riod, 24/29 a balloon loop, and 

42.  

The only other variation in style is 
shown by the sheet for service 5  
(page 5), which had been extended 
from Piershill to Mountcastle on 29 
April 1962. The sheet was type-
written rather than typeset but oth-
erwise contained the same informa-
tion as before. A similar style was 
used for services 24/29 and 46. 

So now my Edinburgh collection is 
slightly more complete and teenage 
foolishness forgiven! 
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T HE twelve months to June 
2001 bore witness to some 
dramatic changes in the ex-

press coach industry in Australia, 
culminating in the acquisition of 
the troubled Greyhound Pioneer 
Australia operation by McCaf-
ferty’s late 2000. As expected there 
has been some significant restruc-
turing of the two operations. It is 
perhaps timely therefore to cast our 
minds back some 12 or so years to 
the mid to late 1980s and remem-
ber the dramatic rise (and even 
more dramatic if somewhat more 
protracted contraction) of the ex-
press coach industry brought about 
by deregulation. Remember when 
you could travel by VIP Express, 
Trailways Express, InterCapital, 
Intertour, Sunshine Express, Bus 

Australia, Greyhound, Pioneer, 
Deluxe, MIA and many more. 

This article will examine a selec-
tion of timetables from those 
heady days of the 1980s. 

Olympic East West Express 
This company started in the early 
1980s by a group of people asso-
ciated with a travel agency in the 
Melbourne suburb of Carnegie, 
which was their original Mel-
bourne terminus. Initially a 
weekly service to Perth was oper-
ated with a Volvo coach and a 
thrice-weekly service operated to 
Sydney. Services on the Sydney 
and other runs were gradually 
built up to daily with the acquisi-
tion of other coaches. Full time 
sub-contractors owned some of 

the coaches. Iovanella (Starline 
Coaches) of Kensington who ran 
suburban route 402 East Mel-
bourne – Footscray later became 
involved and later VIP Express 
Coaches who briefly traded as 
Olympic VIP Express running in 
competition with themselves and 
others. The ultimate demise was 
the collapse of VIP Express in the 
late 1980s. (1) 

The timetable illustrated above was 
published in the standard A5 book-
let on light blue paper with a mix-
ture of red, blue, white and black 
colours used throughout [the on-
line version of The Times shows 
these colours– Ed.]. Of interest, the 
cover proudly proclaims “ the first 
to show video movies” .  

Express Coach Timetables from the 1980s  

By STEVEN HABY 
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The timetable front cover shows 
a date of 1 November 1985 al-
though interestingly on page 
three at the foot of the page the 
dates “ 9th December 1985 till 
10th February 1986”  are shown. 
This could however apply to the 
fares that are shown on this page 
although at the head of page 
three there is the statement 
“ fares effective 1st November 
1985” .  

Page 2 and 3 contained condi-
tions of carriage and fare infor-
mation and the rear cover con-
tains information on coach ter-
minals. Back in 1985 it was still 
possible to smoke aboard 
coaches, as is noted in the infor-
mation describing Olympic’s 
coach fleet. 

At this stage Olympic East West 
Express operated services: 
Perth-Adelaide and return; Ade-
laide-Melbourne and return via 
the Western Highway; Sydney-
Adelaide and return; Mel-
bourne-Sydney and return with 
connections to Frankston and 
Dandenong via VIP Express 
courtesy bus; Sydney-Brisbane 
and return via the Pacific High-
way and Melbourne-Brisbane 
and return. 

The timetables are laid out in a 
clear and simple format with red 
text indicating AM times. Of 
note is the number of stops 
made at roadhouses belonging 
to petrol companies that have 
long disappeared such as Total 
and Golden Fleece, as illustrated 
on the Adelaide – Melbourne 
timetable shown on the right of 
page 6. 

It is presumed that all services 
run daily, which is indicated as 
such on the cover. Examination 
of the service numbers assigned 
to each run do not quite make 
sense. For example the Sydney-
Brisbane service is assigned ser-
vice number 201 and its return 
working is assigned 406. Simi-
larly Sydney-Adelaide is as-

 

signed 214 and the return service is given 
531. 

Overall it is a basic timetable with mini-
mal information, such as no route map of 
services. 

Pioneer 
The timetable shown here dates from 30 
October 1988 and is quite slickly pack-
aged with glossy paper, colour photogra-
phy throughout and detailed information. 
By this stage Pioneer was owned by 
Trailways Tourism Development Group 
having being acquired in May 1987. (2) 

The cover of the timetable (left, top) pro-
claims Pioneer as “ Australia’s Coach-
line”  and a photograph of a Denning 
“ Landseer”  coach in Silver Service livery 
adorns the cover. Pioneer’s Silver Service 
was according to the publicity in the 
‘table was “ ultimate coach travel” . Extra 
refinements included specially designed 
seating, reading lights, magazines, pil-
lows and blankets and chilled water. 
Naturally there were higher fares to pay 
in order to enjoy these extra features. 

The timetable commences with an index 
to services, followed by two pages of 
general information. Unlike the Olympic 
East West Express timetable issued three 
years earlier, smoking had been prohib-
ited by 1988 on all coach services, as 
stated in the notes. An alphabetical listing 
of major stops follows the general infor-
mation, including the three-letter code for 
the town and page references in the time-
table. Following on from this is the time-
tables. The middle of the booklet con-
tains an Australia-wide route map and 
there are various advertisements outlining 
passes and fare information scattered 
throughout the booklet. 

Shown here (left, bottom) is a typical 
timetable layout. Each table includes the 
stop code, the pickup points, times and 
fares as well as additional information. 

Of interest is the indication that Grey-
hound operates these services, as shown 
by the picture of the coach in the top left 
hand corner and the service numbers. An 
incentive to travel from the South West 
by coach to connect to the service to 
Adelaide is provided only if intending 
passengers have booked an $80 one-way 
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fare. This service was provided by 
South West Coachlines (which still 
operates to this day. 

Pioneer in those days also operated 
a frequent service between Sydney 
and Canberra brought on by de-
regulation in NSW. The Canberra – 
Sydney table (above) shows the 
extent of the frequency. Note the 
late night departures from Sydney 
at 2330 arriving in Canberra at 
0330 the next morning. If one 
wanted to travel to Queanbeyan it 
may have been quicker to take the 
train as the connection from the 
Canberra arrival at 1455 was timed 
to arrive at the NSW city at 1645 
(courtesy of presumably Lever’s 
interurban service according to the 
note). Greyhound also operated a 
comprehensive service between 
these two cities and State Rail op-
erated the XPT service so competi-
tion must have been cut-throat. 

Intertour Australia 
The final timetable (right) is that of 
Intertour Australia, a small opera-

tor by industry standards at the time, but 
nonetheless a major player.  

Intertour Australia operated along the 
eastern seaboard from Melbourne to 
Sydney, Brisbane and Cairns. Expo 88 
in Brisbane was a major impetus for ex-
pansion but like many other operators, 
the effects of express coach deregula-
tion, the pilots’ strike and economic 
downturn saw their gradual demise. 

This timetable dates from 1 April 1988 
and is published in a glossy booklet for-
mat printed in the attractive colours of 
the operator. 

An interesting marketing slogan was the 
phrase “ Economy time saving routes”  
on their timetable. 

Acknowledgments and references 
1. My thanks to Geoff Foster and Hay-
den Ramsdale for providing additional 
notes on Olympic East West Express. 

2. ‘Industry news’ in Australian Bus 
Panorama vol.2 no.1 (July 1986) p.11. 
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W HEREVER lots of trains 
congregate in and 
around large passenger 

terminals, special working time ta-
bles are issued. We saw extracts 
from one– the Great Western Rail-
way’s #2 section timetable, with its 
long lists of trains at Paddington’s 
13 platforms in an earlier edition of 
The Times. In the United States, 
large terminals such as Washington 
Union and Cincinnati Terminal is-
sued their own timetables– often 
the terminals and surrounding rail-
roads were under joint ownership 
of several roads. In Australia, the 
practice occurs too– at least in New 
South Wales and Victoria, and we 
illustrate several of the variations 
of them in this article. 

From what I can see, New South 
Wales Railways first began issu-
ing ‘Platform Lists’ and light en-
gine timetables to match its 
Working Time Tables in about 
1920. At least, that is when such 
timetables begin to appear in the 
archival Working Time Table 
collection held by NSW State Ar-
chives. In the first decade of is-
sue, timetables were issued listing 
departures and arrivals from Cen-
tral, light engine movements to 
and from Eveleigh and light en-
gine movements to and from En-
field. Usually, but not always, 
new volumes of each were issued 
to coincide with the issue of new 
WTTs, which usually appeared 2 
to 3 times per year in this period. 

Sometimes extra editions would be 
slotted in between WTT issues. Il-
lustrated below is the cover and 
page 4 of a combined volume of 
Eveleigh and Enfield light engines, 
showing a parade of single and 
coupled locomotives making their 
way to the station to work the af-
ternoon and evening trains, includ-
ing the interstate expresses. The 
column headed ‘route’ refers to the 
particular line taken by the engine: 
M=‘Main, ‘S’= Suburban, etc. This 
timetable is interesting in that it is 
not an original, but a reprint pub-
lished by the late, lamented Railfan 
Shop, which operated from under 
Central Station itself. Their logo 
identifies it in the top right hand 
corner. 

One time tango 
GEOFF LAMBERT examines timetables with only one time–  Platform Dia-
grams. The cover of one appears on our own cover this month. 
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The timetable above is from a 
much later version, the 3rd March 
1974 ‘Sydney Yard Working’ 
book. A landscape A4 spiral-bound 
publication of 45 pages, this listed 
all arrivals and departures, matched 
2 columns to a page as shown. Our 
sample is again for the evening and 

shows the departures of 5 mail 
trains–Cooma Mail, North Coast 
Mail, Western Mail, Mudgee 
Mail and South Mail. All are 
gone now. In this version the 
platform, train number route and 
the balancing movement are all 
shown. For long-distance trains 

arriving at Central, the latter is usu-
ally the withdrawal movement to 
the car sidings or servicing areas. 
This timetable is for a Friday, 
many trains lay over until Saturday 
morning. 
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Here is a public version of the 
same sort of thing, for the Victo-
rian Railways’ Spencer St station, 
A rather rare item, it was a pocket 

timetable listing all departures 
and arrivals for Easter 1966. 
April 7 was ‘Black Thursday’- 
the day before Good Friday, and 

there were four trains to Mildura 
and two to Adelaide. There were 
also two through trains to Hamil-
ton-normally there were none. 
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Finally, we show a very unusual 
timetable, again for Spencer St and 
again for the same Black Thursday. 
This is a privately-produced spirit-
duplicated departure timetable pro-

duced and distributed by 
AATTC’s Patron and Founder, 
Mr. Jack MacLean. A score of 
railfans would gather every Black 
Thursday and, with Jack’s timeta-
ble in their hands, assiduously 

record all of the departures and ar-
rivals. The Editor has filled out his 
until the departure of his own train, 
No. 13, the 6.20 pm railcar to Bac-
chus Marsh. 
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T HE ferry service between 
Port Melbourne and Wil-
liamstown dates back to 

November 1854 when the Mel-
bourne and Hobsons Bay Railway 
Company established a coordinated 
rail and steamer service between 
Melbourne, Sandridge and Wil-
liamstown. The ferry continued to 
operate after the opening of the 
railway from Spencer Street to 
Williamstown on 17th January 
1859 as the combined service was 
generally faster than the through 
rail service via Footscray. Another 
thing in favour of the steamer ser-
vice was that the rail service origi-
nated at Spencer Street. The 
steamer service was withdrawn on 
14th November 1930, after 74 
years operation. 

The final operator of the ferry ser-
vice was the Williamstown City 
Council, an organisation noted for 
its marine activities as it also oper-
ated the Williamstown Road ferry, 
a punt crossing the extreme lower 
reaches of the Yarra River until the 
opening of the Westgate Bridge in 
1978. The last steamer to operate 
to Port Melbourne was the SS 
Rosny which entered service on 
this route on 8th June 1920. 

Combined rail and ferry tickets 
(referred to by the Victorian Rail-
ways as 'rail and water' tickets) 
were normal rail Edmondson (or 
appropriate periodical) tickets but, 
in later years, paper check tickets 
were issued for exclusively ferry 
journeys. 

The timetable (sorry, ticket) under 
discussion here is a 45mm x 99mm 
buff paper check ticket issued by 
the Williamstown City Council for 
travel between Port Melbourne and 
Williamstown per the SS Rosny. 

The ticket number suggests that it 
was issued well into the Rosny's 
period of operation as many 
(most?) passengers would be 
travelling on through rail tickets. 

Apart  f rom the pseudo-
advertisement at the bottom of 
the ticket, the wording on the ob-
verse is similar to the standard 
wording on check tickets. How-
ever, appropriate modifications 
have been made to cover the spe-
cialised nature of the journey. If 
our passenger had followed the 
directions "Please destroy on 
landing.", the P.T.O. would have 
been wasted and this article 
would not have been written. For-
tunately this was not the case and 
we can now turn to the reverse of 
the ticket. 

The timetable shows 15 trips 
Monday to Friday and 16 on Sat-
urday during daylight hours. Sun-
day saw 3 circular trips running 
Williamstown - Port Melbourne - 
Albert Park - St. Kilda - Wil-
liamstown more for the benefit of 
excursionists than regular travel-
lers who would have be better off 
going via Footscray, at least in 
the down direction. 

Morning peak departures from 
either end are as close as 30 min-
utes apart which suggests that the 
sailing time was about 10 min-
utes. The minimum time required 
for one circuit on a Sunday ap-
pears to be about 55 minutes al-
though no one circuit is sched-
uled to take less than about 65 
minutes. The duration of the stop 
at any of the 4 jetties on Sunday 
is quite variable as it is likely that 
the steaming time between any 
pair would be similar at all times 
of the afternoon. 

Connections with the train at Port 
Melbourne involved a short walk 
of about 200m but one that was not 
under cover. The train journey to 
or from Flinders Street occupied 7 
minutes. 

For comparison, 15 minutes was 
allowed between Port Melbourne 
and Williamstown in 1912 when 
the service was operated by SS Wil-
liamstown, obviously a slower ves-
sel. 

A second vessel must have been 
available to operate the circular 
trips on Saturdays as the Rosny 
would have been fully occupied 
with the direct service. It seems 
unlikely that circular runs were 
provided on Christmas Day and 
Good Friday but the timetable sug-
gests that they were. The second 
vessel would also be needed to 
cover maintenance periods for the 
Rosny. 

As the first trip of the day is from 
Williamstown and the last from 
Port Melbourne (Port Melbourne 
via St. Kilda on Sunday), the 
steamer was berthed at Williams-
town and this avoided the problem 
of lightly patronised placement 
runs. 

If the steamer service were still op-
erating (as a motor vessel or jet-
cat?), Melbourne would be able to 
boast of a genuine public transport 
ferry service and the current (2001) 
Melbourne fare and ticket system 
would be even more worthwhile. 
Atkinson, H. K. (1991) Suburban Tickets 
of the Victorian Railways, privately pub-
lished,   Melbourne 

L. J. Harrigan   The Early Private Suburban 
Railways of Melbourne, ARLHS Bulletin, 
December 1942, February 1943, April 
1944 

Just the ticket! ...or…  
When is a timetable not a timetable? 
DAVID HENNELL pulls out his Sherlock Holmes magnifying glass and peers 
closely at a ferry ticket to find–  a timetable! 
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shares, and it is interesting that Op-
erations Manager is listed as Bill 
Dawson, one time manager of the 
Hotham Valley Tourist Railway, a 
popular figure in that capacity, un-
til internal dissent caused him to 
leave. Incidentally, the Leisure Rail 
Prospectus indicates a fairly low 
opinion of current HVTR’s image. 
 

Enclosed is a proposed timetable 
for Leisure Rail which Chris 
Brownbill analyses on page 16 of 
The Times August 2001.  Only the 
Moondyner Rail Restaurant times 
correspond with Chris's graph: de-
partures 1120/1855 and returns 
1500/2315, from Esplanade station, 
which was built for the euphoria of 
the Americas Cup yachting in the 

eighties, not currently in use, con-
sisting of' two platforms without 
shelter.  Some other regional. 
times do agree, let Chris look at 
these.  Today, 10th August, was 
supposed to be the cut off day for 
shares application, but it is ex-
tended to an undecipherable 
handwritten date on my copy.  Is 
this significant? Not that I want 

Leisure Rail 
Nemo Q Williams looks at Chris Brownbill’s recent article 
on Leisure Rail in a slightly different light 

Letter 
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Graphic Insight #72 
By CHRIS BROWNBIL 
Graphic Insight this month looks at the adequacy of cross-town connections provided by Public Transport opera-
tors by focusing on the suburban train services provided in Brisbane by QR Citytrain.  There are eight principal 
suburban railway routes in Brisbane (excluding the Corinda-Yeerongpilly route), and like most suburban railways 
in Australia these eight lines link the suburbs to downtown quite well.  But, what sort of connections are provided 
for the passenger wanting to start a journey on one line, and connect to another? 
The graphs are based on QR Citytrain suburban public timetables dated effective 7 May 2001, and they analyse 
the line to line connections provided in the middle of the day on Mondays to Fridays.  There is a table of graphs 
with each suburban line listed down the left and across the top of the grid.  At the intersection of each row and 
column is a clock-face showing the minutes that are timetabled between the arrival at the interchange station of a 
train from the line on the left, until the departure of the next train for the line listed at the top.  The connection sta-
tions used are: Central for all Southside lines to/from Northside lines; Roma Street for Ipswich to/from Cleveland 
or Beenleigh; Park Road for Cleveland to/from Beenleigh; Bowen Hills for Ferny Grove to/From Doomben, Air-
port, Shorncliffe or Caboolture; Eagle Junction for Airport or Doomben to/from Airport, Doomben, Shorncliffe or 
Caboolture; and Northgate for Shorncliffe to/from Caboolture. 
The service on all lines except Doomben is one train every 30 minutes - Doomben has an hourly service.  The 
connection times to/from Doomben are taken to be less than 30 minutes. 
Statistics tell us that if the compiler paid no heed to providing convenient connections we would achieve an aver-
age 15 minute connection time.  It appears the overall average is however 13.7 minutes.  Note however that some 
lines through-run with others for operational convenience, and therefore provide a change-free ride  (Ipswich-
Caboolture, Ferny Grove-Beenleigh and Cleveland-Doomben) and that if these 'connections' are excluded the av-
erage is 14.9 minutes.  One would have to conclude that in the timetabling of suburban trains in Brisbane, that no 
heed is paid to providing convenient cross-town connections. 
Ironically, the Doomben line, the least well served, appears to get the best connections, whilst the flagship Airport 
line gets no special treatment at all! 

Destination
Origin Ipswich Beenleigh Cleveland Doomben Airport Shorncliffe Caboolture Ferny Grove Average

Ipswich

15.0

Beenleigh

15.0

Cleveland

15.0

Doomben

11.6

Airport

12.7

Shorncliffe

14.7

Caboolture

14.7

Ferny Grove

10.7

Average 12.6 12.3 18.0 10.7 14.4 17.0 12.7 11.7 13.7
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