XII I

11

The Times

IL Journal of the Australian Association of Time Table Collectors

RRP $2.95
Print Publication No: 349069/00070, (ISSN 0813-6327

December , 2002

Issue No. 225 (Vol. 19 No. 12)

o
F\'};{‘—mu REDFEAN - WATEALDO

—21 REDFEAN - MASCOT

o — ST PETERS - ALEXANDAIA
Lo UemsssOil  CHRCULAR DUAY - AIRPORT (Damestic Tenminds)
,ﬁ— 302,303 CRCULAR QUAY - SAMS SOUACH win Kemainglon ==y
SEEmmId  CIACULAR QUAY - 5T PETERS ] ;
e;—zm CIRGULAR QUAY - MATRAVILLE
o, ' —107, 310 CIAGULAR DUAY - KINGSFORD via Botary
T 14 CIRCULAR QUAY - KINGSFORD wa RomEtimiey
AEDFERM - KINGSFORD wia Rosshsiry

'.';{':' | —1 1

-|]i| . il

sl HWE

uuuuu

When a leading zero is significant



The Times No. 225

2 Vol. 19, No. 12, December 2002

The Times

WHEN A LEADING ZERO IS SIGNIFICANT

POONBOON

TIMETABLE ODDITY #2

GOOD ADVICE
NOT THE 8:35

GRAPHIC INSIGHT

About The Times

The Times on-line
Editor

Editorial Team
Contacting the Editor

How to submit copy

Editorial deadlines

Subscriptions

Reproduction

Disclaimer

President
Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer
Auctioneer
Distribution Officer
Editor, The Times
Editor, Table Talk
Membership Officer
‘Webmaster
Production Manager
Promotions Officer
Committee member

Adelaide Convenor
Canberra Convenor
Brisbane Convenor
Melbourne Convenor
Sydney Convenor

13
14
15
16

The Times is published monthly by the Australian Association of Time Table Collectors (AATTC)
as our journal, covering historic and general items. Current news items are published in our other
journal, Table Talk.

AATTC's home page: http://www.aattc.org.au

Geoff Lambert

Victor Isaacs, Duncan MacAuslan.

The Times welcomes articles and mail and will be pleased to receive yours. Please send articles

and letters to

Geoff Lambert, 179 Sydney Rd FAIRLIGHT NSW 2094
Email: G.Lambert@unsw.edu.au

Phone 61 2 9949 3521; Fax 61 2 9948 7862

Submit paper manuscripts or word-processor files (MS Word preferred) on disk or via e-mail. II-
lustrations should be submitted as clean sharp photocopies on white paper or scanned GIF or TIF
format images with at least 300dpi resolution on disk or via e-mail.
Contributions should reach the editor by the first day of the month preceding the month of publica-

tion.

Membership of AATTC is $45 and includes subscriptions to both The Times and Table Talk. Indi-
vidual copies of both journals are available at $2.95 per copy from the Railfan Shop in Melbourne
and the ARHS bookshop in Sydney.
Material appearing in The Times or Table Talk may be reproduced in other publications, provided
acknowledgment is made of the author and includes the words “The Times, journal of the Austra-

lian Association of Time Table Collectors”. A copy of the publication which includes the refer-

ence should be sent to the editor.
Opinions expressed in The Times are not necessarily those of the Association or its members. We
welcome a broad range of views on timetabling matters.

Graham Duffin
Geoff Lambert
Steven Haby
Dennis McLean
Albert Isaacs
Steven Haby
Geoff Lambert
Albert Isaacs
Dennis McLean
Lourie Smit
Graeme Cleak
Steven Haby

Duncan MacAuslan

Joe Friedman
Albert Isaacs
Michael Smith
Stephen Ward
Robert Field
Ian Cooper
Brian Webber
Albert Isaacs
Chris Noman

AATTC Who’s who
P.O. Box 13074 Brisbane George St. Qld 4003
179 Sydney Rd FAIRLIGHT NSW 2094
24/53 Bishop St BOX HILL VIC 3128
53 Bargo St ARANA HILLS Qld 4054
Unit 5, Whitehall, 22 Burwood Rd HAWTHORN Vic 3122
24/53 Bishop St BOX HILL VIC 3128
179 Sydney Rd FAIRLIGHT NSW 2094
Unit 5, Whitehall, 22 Burwood Rd HAWTHORN Vic 3122
53 Bargo St ARANA HILLS Qld 4054
Ismit@ozemail.com.au
PO Box 315 NUNAWADING Vic 3131
24/53 Bishop St BOX HILL VIC 3128
19 Ellen St ROZELLE NSW 2039
jfriedman@goldcoast.qld.gov.au
Unit 5, Whitehall, 22 Burwood Rd HAWTHORN Vic 3122
9/26-30 Linda St HORNSBY NSW 2077
12/1219 Centre Rd SOUTH OAKLEIGH Vic 3167
136 Old Mt Barker Rd STIRLING SA 5152
GPO Box 1533 CANBERRA ACT 2601
8 Coachwood St KEPERA Qld 4054
Unit 5, Whitehall, 22 Burwood Rd HAWTHORN Vic 3122
toongabbie5808@aol.com

(07) 3275-1833
(02) 9949-3521
(03) 9898-9724
(07) 3351-6496
(03) 9819-5080
(03) 9898-9724
(02) 9949-3521
(03) 9819-5080
(07) 3351-6496
(02) 9528-6636
(03) 9877-4130
(03) 9898-9724
(02) 9555 2667
(07) 5575-9078
(03) 9819-5080
0407 218 962

(03) 9789-2263
(08) 8339-2065
(02) 6254-2431
(07) 3354-2140
(03) 9819-5080
(02) 9890-4502



The Times No. 225

3

Vol. 19, No. 12, December 2002

When a leading zero is significant

DUNCAN MACAUSLAN remembers the days when a myriad of industrial bus
services trundled around the industrial estates to the south of Sydneys CBD

he recent change to Syd-
ney’s eastern bus routes un-
der the title Better Buses
East saw the disappearance of the
last routes in the area using the

‘industrial’ route numbers with
leading zeros — 040 and 048.

Sydney was one of the few places
in the world, perhaps the only one,
where a leading zero was signifi-
cant in a bus route number — that is
a route 005 was different to route
5'. The former was an industrial
service once run from Rockdale
Station to Waverley Depot, while
the latter was used for a ‘sports’
service from Ashfield Station to
Canterbury Racecourse and also
from Kent Street Parking Centre to
the old Showgrounds.

A complete history of Sydney’s
industrial services would be close
to impossible as some were oper-
ated as charters, whilst others had a
very short life. Many industrial ser-
vices had route numbers in the nor-
mal series such as 367 from Syden-
ham Station to Bondi Junction,
whilst others were remnants of old
routes such as 013, originally 319
the Cleveland Street service.

For many years a separate Guide to
Industrial Services was published
for the south-eastern suburbs of
Waterloo, Alexandria, Botany,
Mascot and Pagewood where many
of Sydney’s large companies had
factories. This area, north of Bot-
any Bay and surrounding the Alex-
andra Canal, had been swampland
and over the years between the
wars was drained and turned into
industrial estates, booming in the
post World War 2 period.

The trams in the area had provided
a limited industrial service, con-
centrating on Randwick Work-

[1] Brisbane's trams also used leading
zeros but not blank.

shops and the WD and HO Wills
tobacco factory at Kensington
(opened 1913). Some trams on
the Daceyville line were extended
to Maroubra® but overall the in-
flexibility of trams limited their
ability to serve new factories
away from existing tracks.

The earliest Guide in my collec-
tion was published by the Depart-
ment of Government Transport in
March 1966 (below). Earlier edi-
tions probably exist as the 0xx
series of numbers came into use
from June 1957 with the demise
of the tram routes in the area. The
24 page book is an untidy hotch-

[2] Keenan D R, The South Eastern
Lines, p66.

potch of timetables, routes, maps
and fare-tables. As can be seen on
the cover it is a typed document
with routes broadly grouped by
their origin points such as St Peters
Station, Redfern Station, and
Leichhardt etc.

Page 2 (our page 4) shows the
timetables for routes 041, 045, 047
and 051 in departure sequence but
not giving run or arrival times —
not much help if you had to clock
on (other routes do have run
times). Page 4 has a map (also on
our page 4) of these and other
routes. Note the many factories in
the area served varying from soft
drink manufacturers, through light
industries such as Columbia Pen-
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timetable 21 (our page 5, top

— right). Otherwise the contents re-
UTE ©1: 57. FETERS STATION - COLLINS STREET, WATENLOD. . : 1
ROUTE S5 §T. PETERS STATION - DOODY STREET, ALEXANTRLL. mained the same typewritten mix.
ROUTE $847: RALPE AND [MODY STREETS - 5T, FETERE STATIOR

vim Rur . .
ROUITE 081: OT. PETERS STATION - OOl LG ST REET via DOGDY 7. The next issue, renamed Industrial
Bus Services — Timetables, was on
S = 3 November 1985, printed in green
- T iz Donp Inploleiy EM Via Boie and for the first time typeset. The
. a1 — Stross - s maps however were the same style
¥ i O"Rlordan ke Doody Bireses :ﬁ; e as originally and the layout whilst
’ L il | « « .
L M1 Eumen Rodd and Muston Street 3. 4 = considerably improved was still
- M1 O Riseita ird Doody Strasta 55 o4 unfriendly. Of note in this timeta-
5.5 (3 O Riordan 4sd Dovty Sirorte ™ 4.3 o ble is the 013, mentioned earlier,
o o e e R &2 o with only one journey from
1.10 s ::ﬂ‘-lumwmm Y - Y. J y
04 M Colling Sres tod Botay Mosd 4. 18 - Coogee to City Road (our page 3,
2. 08 [ 219 Campball Screst xad Baarrows 4, 10 =1 l [
Asad ower left).
:.g.: ﬁ:- ;wu Poad mad Huniley Biresl 4. 0§ L]
s o3 Priarin Biad et Bty Prott & 13 My From the worst to one of the best,
;Iu - i vy Buress . s the new standard sized South East-
B 13 o s e e B ot 1} on ern Industrial Area timetable of 2
E: - Sph oty radn - 4M o4y November 1986, with the cover in
.5 — D e e oy et 1 o blue ink, tlmetable;s in black, with
o - Calline Sires amd Bothey Rosd 1. 23 L0 UBD maps overlaid with blue, red
HOET and green coloured routes. This is-
E,E oad and Burtiey e :‘?F E sue wa(s1 fgr alp;mplete rfecl)lrgamse,l—
Semail Beamiw e oh tion and simplification of the area’s

industrial routes. Apart from the
ROGTE i BT. PETERS STATICOH - OOLLINE ROUTE M45: §T. FETERS STATION - DOODY new 043 (Sydenham Station to Air-

Botwass the undar- | Basisey B Cor. Coliies e — pprt), promoted by a separate hand-
and — Bt Tl Bty metiomed poims | orer | ey bill, the 06:08 run of route 040 was
ai clis o TR I ‘m":, the only weekend industrial service
B1. Puimrs Siwilon 54 e | d0e . ik : "
Romtley Bred, e (= - :-'-l : L':-‘:uﬁ, [ o= I: = (Continued on page 6)
Beraria Mowd Hioied

WATER I.'ﬁl\:l. s
b, : /
s E f o ]
cils to heavy industries, and probably pollut- O%"-—T" iy AVETTE
A 1/

ing ones, such as Austral Bronze and Austra- 5% S

lian Iron and Steel. _ B _l e £ = 5 »
1,045,047, 051,066 , 051 " - ]

Most routes operated Mondays to Fridays |EEI.ITEE o R ‘{ { =T L4

only but routes 042 and 052 (page 11, our pnm & - —

page 5, top left) provided an early morning F;F ﬁo‘ = = o Wy

service from Leichhardt and Sydenham Sta- bt~ | i,

tion to Botany Road. In this case a full timeta-

. L :
ble was made available. ___"_:;.r _
Similar books were published by the DGT in, u':{" ' I } T e

at least, January 1969, January 1971 and July
1972; the Public Transport Commission in
April 1974, April 1976 and August 1979.
During this period there were many route and A,
time changes as the industries changed, work-
ing hours shortened, and shift times altered.

The first change of format appeared with the
Urban Transit Authority’s second issue, un-
dated, where blue ink was used and the time-
table numbered E221, i.e. issue 2 of Eastern
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duced on 5 August 1990 from
Bondi Junction to Alexandria.

as services to Chullora (029 — 035),
061 in Strathfield, and 090 to Pyr-

m | TIMETABLE

Other industrial services were op-

mont.

SOUTH EASTERN erated elsewhere in Sydney such
INDUSTRIAL AREA
LINKING: CITY
AELFERAMN S TATION
EYDENHAR STATION SOUTH EASTERN INDUSTRIAL
ST PETERS STATION SERVICES
BEDMDE JUNCTION
CONTENTS
Fgsite
L] u::'EﬁQTEhﬁgﬁﬁﬁngq Humber Description of services Page(s)
ar. 14 BCHRL] JURMCT IO PFAGEWOOD (WD AH.D
Aeancing, Oesdsmeaciow, Beacons e WILLS) =4
Batany, Meascof, Wialavile, Pogevwooa 1 LFE ;. 4 STATION MARQUBRA BEACH 25
Aosnbery, STPstem. Ralkrioo and Jetand (36 | OFI STATION PHILLIP BAY 25
5 L] |:E Z'I ER h.- TATHIM AMELIASTREET,
WSTERLCD
41 REDFERM STATION EOURKE AMND
k. UHBAH THANSIT ':'.1-'5: _-[ ENERS ROADS
FRCM 10T OCT., 1887 ﬁ' ARSI
& 043 SYDEMHAM STATION AIRPORT (DOMESTIC
"Ii AN INTERMNATICMAL
scheduled (our page 5, lower right). tliljlj ['1_"" ALS via LIANTAS .
. A E | H
The 043 operated four journeys on 045 ST PETERS STATION COLLING STREET,
Saturdays, Sundays and holidays and ALEXANDRIA 0
these only lasted until 26 April 1987. 046  CENTRAL RAILYMAY 'H"'Lr-‘:T ””T'*“"H_:l
| LiiMaia
The next issue of the booklet was the IOHNSOM & JOHNSOMN
last, dated 18 October 1987, it had U4 LENTHAL RANLWRY F""'“ W H'ﬁ'r"'f""- &H.O
b b
. . WILLS) T
few .changes, other ’than being in 052 LEICHHARDT BOTANY CEMETERY 51.59
blue ink throughout (its cover above, 056 BONDIJUNCTION BOTANY CEMETERY a4
map on our cover, contents page Lbd BOMND JUNCTION AIRPORTI(DOMESTIC
right). Route 080 from Mascot to —— [Lh::.::tl-t = 26
. . L FONLDH JIUNCTIO ALEX WA 26
Bondi Junction was one (?fthe routes 07TR  CARINGBAH STATION — AMELIA STREET
that were deleted at this time. WATERLDD a7
079 DOLLS POINT REDFERN STATION 27
The next set of eastern suburbs 0BT BONDIJUNCTION AOSEBERY o
changes, 5 August 1990, saw the few 082 BONDI JUNCTION ALEXAMDRIA 26
remaining south eastern industrial 085  CIRCULAR QUAY AIRPORT (DOMESTIC
services distributed amongst normal 902-303  CIRCULAR QLAY .T.,r.rl?.rflrg"r'dleﬁ_ﬁ,, }

. LE 1 L) LA L =] =} e L] |
t%metables. Routes 040 (Redfern Sta- W7 CIREULAR QLAY {INGSFORD.. 9-12
tion to Zetland) and 079 (Dolls Point 308 CIRCULAR QUAY ST PETERS STATIOMN 8
to Redfern Station — 1 am journey) U8 CIRCLILAR QU AY MATRAVILLE . 812
placed in the 301 timetable; 041 10 CIRCLILAR QLAY KINGSFORD via MASCOT  9-12

R R N 43, 345 CIRCLILAR QLAY EINGSFORD via

(Railway Square to Airport via Red- ROSEBERY 5-6
fern), 046 (Railway Square to East 351  REDFERN STATION KINGSFORD 75
Botany) and 047 (Redfern to Page- 357 BONDIJUMCTHIN — SYDEWHAM STATION 21.22
wood) were with the Botany Road "
timetables (309, 310). aps

Routas 041, 045, 085, 301-303, 307, 308, 309, 310, 343, 345, 351 4-15
Route 079 was last run on 15 Febru- A 043 ) 19
ary 1992, 041 was replaced by the Route 357 23
current 305 from 12 Jun 1993, 046 3
and 047 were deleted from 02 Febru-

ary 1999.

Route 048 was a new service intro-
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Poonboon

Ah yes, Poonboon—redolent of many things, it takes its place with Tooley-
buc, Coomaroop and Kyalite as one of the outposts of the Murray s dreary
plains. I'd warrant that yesterday, you could not have pointed to Poonboon
on the map if your life depended on it. But after reading this article by DAVID
HENNELL, foday you can do so freely and without embarrassment.

hree stations of the late Vic-
torian Railways are Cobden
Road, Poonboon and Stony

Creek. What do these three stations
have in common?

First, they're all closed (although
two of them are V/Line bus stops )

Second, their names are concerned
with watercourses

Third, their names contain the
word 'Ston(e)y' 2

Fourth, they all served very small
communities

Cobden Road is better known as
Stoneyford (it was renamed two
months after opening) and Poon-
boon is the construction and open-
ing name for Stony Crossing. As
Stony Crossing is on the Wakool
River, the name is probably de-
scriptive and Poonboon is likely to
be a local aboriginal name.

If one looks at a map of the Victo-
rian Railways in its heyday, one is
immediately struck by the seven
and two half equidistant parallel
railways that run approximately
north west towards the Mallee on
both sides of the Victoria/New
South Wales border. These lines
are, from the north:

1 Barnes to Balranald

2A  Elmore to Cohuna

2B Kerang to Stony Crossing

3 Bendigo to Yungera (Swan
Hill line)

4 Korong Vale to Robinvale
(and Koorakee)

5 Korong Vale to Kulwin

6 Maryborough to Mildura
(and Yelta)

7 Murtoa to Patchewollock

8 Horsham to Yaapeet

This article deals with the least
significant of these lines.

The Stony Crossing line was con-
structed under the Border Rail-
ways Act of 1922 and extended
the existing Kerang to Murrabit
line that was opened on 20th De-
cember 1924. Murrabit is a small
township on the Victorian side of
the Murray River 15 miles (24
km) north of Kerang where the
railway station was located
prominently in the centre of
town. Similar to Robinvale, Bo-
maderry (Nowra) and even Yel-
ta’, the river bridge at Murrabit is
in direct alignment with the sta-
tion yard and the road curves
round to reach the bridge al-
though in this case the river is
about 3 km beyond the town at a
locality known as Gonn Crossing.

The 39% mile (64 km) extension
from Murrabit to Poonboon
opened for traffic on 16th March
1928. There are no settlements
along the way and nothing at the
terminus. Farms and mallee scrub
are all that you'll see, even in
2002 - the area served by the rail-
way is about as well populated
and only marginally more scenic
than the SAR's Karoonda to Pee-
binga line - at least there was an
interesting combined rail and
road lifting bridge and a handful
of creeks to cross on the way to
Poonboon.

The opening service to Poonboon
was likely to be a twice weekly
extension of the existing service
to Murrabit. The country timeta-
ble of 18th June 1928 contains
what is probably close to the ini-
tial service as it was issued less

than three months after the open-
ing. (illustration below)

The passenger service of mixed
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trains is leisurely (Poonboon to
Kerang averaged just 11% mph)
with considerable recovery time
especially between Murrabit and
Kerang. It is designed to provide a
shopper’s service into Kerang from
Poonboon on Friday and from
Murrabit on Monday and Friday, as
well as to connect with Melbourne
trains Monday, Wednesday and
Friday. Nevertheless, there must
have been a goods train (or light
engine) from Kerang to Murrabit
late Wednesday morning and Mur-
rabit to Kerang late Monday after-
noon. Given that Victoria had some
long rest jobs at the time, Wednes-
day evening to Friday morning and
Friday evening to Monday morning
at Poonboon may well have been
the crew working, otherwise light
engine mileage would have been
very high and one can't imagine
that there would be the need for
four goods services each week! If
such long layovers were the case,
just how did the crews fill in their
time?

Poonboon was renamed Stony
Crossing on 1st June 1929. The
timetable of 19th September 1929
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Westby — Ballbank - Stony Total outward passen-
Murrabit section Crossing section gers Westby - Stony
Crossing
1931 1073 95 1168
1932 571 6 577
1933 814 11 925

Tab]e xn KERANG —MLRRABIT—STDVY CROSSING.

READ DOWN, :_M
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fl.m. b A P, =
250 ] .ir Kerang R, 17, 18,420 hn w5z
,_..._.__—A—-—- |¢1 n
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(above) shows the same service as
that in 1928 but with the new name
for the terminus. In this issue, how-
ever, the only intermediate time
given between Murrabit and Stony
Crossing is Wetuppa which was a
loco watering station.

Table 22 KERANC—MURRABIT STONY CROSS NG.

__READ BOWN. __ . R“AD UP
L, a h] Mefbouzne
Tou l ! Q0 | Ly {3 e -t R s |
|
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3elh P 3025 . ldAr  Keronz &, 17,18 50
4|:2{I.::‘ 4.:209"“!;:'........,.......
& - [ [ T Woskl ¥
0 = T e MyallL
=
520 | 550 ) |dr... Murrzsit. L ie
1
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The passenger service beyond
Murrabit had gone by the 7th No-
vember 1932 timetable. (above) A
large number of VR branch line
passenger services were withdrawn
during 1930 and 1931 and Murra-
bit to Stony Crossing was one of
this batch of withdrawals. The ta-
ble above shows the details of
numbers of outward passenger
journeys as found in the VR An-
nual Reports.

The passenger service to Murra-
bit was still 3 trains per week and
the Wednesday and Friday trains
continued to provide both a shop-
pers' service to Kerang (albeit
with less shopping time) and con-
nections to and from Melbourne.
The symbol G means goods train
with car attached. The footnote
about travelling to Stony Cross-
ing on goods trains was standard
in public timetables of the period.
The comment "On occasions the
Goods Train may depart Murrabit
earlier than 2 a.m." indicates that
the Saturday Down and Monday
Up were the Stony Crossing train
which may already have been

KERANG _MURRABIT_ STONY
Table 22. CROSSING.

READ DOWN. |
Melbourne R ) LN
. (Spencersl) . dri
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51 Y 010y L
1 ? " oten Turble 173
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2e28 3 !r23| (Ar Le
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sarticnl iy, nqmrp fenm Atatlnannaster,
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P

srabit ant Stomy
t

conditional beyond Murrabit by
this time.

By the timetable of 28th Septem-
ber 1936 (middle, below) all
trains were running earlier but
although connections at Kerang
on the Down were marginally
better, those on the Up were sig-
nificantly worse.

The service shown in Country
Train Service circular W.T.T.
100/40 commencing 21st May
1940 (columns 2 and 3, below)
consists of a weekly shopper's
train from Murrabit into Kerang
on Wednesday - more time for
one's purchases but a poor con-
nection to Melbourne. The head-
ing of the Down train column is
misleading as it and Note A don't
refer to the branch line. The foot-
notes refer to the goods trains and
light engines.

The timetables from 1932 on-
wards make much more sense
when one reads the Northern and
Midland District working timeta-
ble of 28th October 1940 (page 9,
lower right). The train numbers
have been altered from those of
earlier in the year and the car
goods is back to running twice
weekly. The light engines tell us
that crews were not based at Mur-
rabit and the passenger car (or
carvan) travelled just 60 miles
each week. The Stony Crossing
train was conditional beyond

KERANG-MURRARIT-STONY GROSSING (Full Passenger Service).

E ]
DOWN. Pass. — UPp. Car Gds
Draily ed.
a.m. a.bm,
MELBOURNE Dep.| B I0A STGNY GROS. ... Dep. -
© Mixed MURRABIT ArT,
Diaily
| pm. - voo Tep| 930
KERANG Arr 3 30 Myall T §
i Car Gda. Westhy - %
Wed. KERANG Arr.l 10 30
p.oi. Mixed
" .. Dep.| 430 Daily
Weatby T § LT,
Myalt e m & ; ) Dep.| 125
MURRABIT . Are| 330 i Pass
_ Daily
" ... Dep. MELBOURNE .. Armr| D45
STONY CROSSING Arr,

A—Also 910 aum. Mondays.

Gonds Trains :

DOWN-—-Ne. 1 (L.E.) Wednesday; No. 3 Saturday.
UP—No. 2

Bunday; No. 10 {L.E.) Wedneaday.
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Murrabit - the double dagger ()
symbol is the VR's notation for a
train that runs only if required. Af-
ter completion of the extension of
the Yarrawonga line into New
South Wales to Oaklands, the
Fordson rail tractor (1 RT) used
during the construction period was
transferred to Kerang to operate
services to Stony Crossing and was
the motive power for Nos. 61 and
98. The operating instructions for
the rail tractor make interesting
reading (loads and operating in-
structions on our page 10 and 11).

The residual passenger service to
Murrabit had been withdrawn by
the country timetable of 15th De-

Table 22,
EERANG—MUREARBITSTONY CROSSING.

Mebourne R |

[Hpenent Strect)
L alele 17

lerane R

We-1he

Gioels trains are tun between
i Herang and  Muresbil and as
| vewquirsd helwern Mureabit. and

Myail Sbony Crossiior and passengees
At neey leayvel uneder the usual
Jtnuank eondiliana, Por poticuliees
Nuvurne oenaqure from Stabionowster,
Wetupa

- | RKeving o Mureahis. Fares may
ool -

be  ascertoined from Tocal

Diitpurci
Tuelons
Btony Crossing |

=hutionrmasber,

cember 1941, (above, right) no
doubt due to the exigencies of
wartime traffic and falling pa-
tronage.

Given the loads quoted for the
rail tractor and the nature of the
service provided, it is readily ap-

Down. KERANG —MURRABIT—STONY CROSSING.
—;.I he | il l 59 i 6 m?g’n';
elr b : Lizht Eng Good N
| e | FTATIONS. W, | SRR
! A M, | L ALM,
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{ arr 4 2 23
] Car. Goodp
255 1793 KERANG T W .. - H Wed., Fri,
P.M.
dep. @ 1 10 0 3 40
268 186 | Westby NC v . . §
245 190} | Mysil NO U . . 8
arr. 10 W 1 AG 4 30
2 Murrabi s T
44 1844 urrabit + 1&0 n1'
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235 Ding Naourriv NC . ”
224 212 Wetupps NCW .,
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224 226} Dijpurrs NG - ..
17 2293 | Toeloga NC . . " . P.M.
218 234 STONY CROSSING NCt .. v .. 4 Hn
A, Also B.O a.m. Daily.
Jpn. STONY CROSSING-—-MURRABIT--KXERANG.
Height 84 96 98
spove | Mk STATIONS. CoLun®e: Itiomt Bngine. | “med?
Fridey. | Wed., FIL T
ru. -’_';.H_._ T
218 —_ BTONY CROSSING Nt oo dep. .. . 8 9
Fixi 44 Tuelogs NO .. . F—_— . . v
220 8} | Dilpurra NO o
230 15 Coobool NO "
22¢ 2 Wetupps NCW .. - .. : e e
238 o Nucurrie NO aa " .. e Mun. }
239 35 Balibank NO PR . .. #.mn.
arr. .. .. 12 45
Gooda
244 383 | Murrabitt | 2‘;“
dep. 10 36 & 0 130
248 431 | MwiltNQ . " § . .
208 a5 Weathy NC - . " §
gt 11 30 5 50 20
Rai! Motor — —
285 54} | KERANGt W .. - e
(&
dep. | 3773
PABE.
DAILLY.
20 234 MELBOURNE (Rpenoer-street} . arr 5 45 . .

parent that traffic to Stony Cross-
ing was very sparse - so sparse that
the service was suspended beyond
Murrabit during 1943. As no
source I've seen has a more precise
date, it may well be that traffic had
fallen off to such an extent that the
last train to Stony Crossing may
have run some considerable time
before anyone realised that it was,
in fact, the last train.

Murrabit was still served by two
goods trains each week (our page
12, upper) in the 6th October 1947
working timetable and the table
maintained the fiction that Stony
Crossing still existed. However, the
Murrabit stationmaster had been
replaced by a caretaker by this
time.

The restricted service listed as
commencing on 19th November
1951 indicates that No. 1 Goods
departed Kerang at 5.30 a.m. Mon-
day only and returned from Murra-
bit as No. 2 at 7.30 a.m. The nor-
mal service at this time was in-
tended to be Monday and Wednes-
day running to these times, as well
as a Friday conditional.

The Murrabit to Stony Crossing
section was officially unused from
4th November 1952, some nine
years after suspension of the ser-
vice, and this change of status
probably brought about the inclu-
sion of the note beside stations
Ballbank and beyond that appeared
in later working timetables.
Westby was closed to all traffic on
18th January 1954.

By the late 1950s, one goods train
per week was the norm as is shown
in the WTT of 9th November 1959
(our page 12, lower).

The end came swiftly and unex-
pectedly. When the last train to
Murrabit departed Kerang, no-one
knew that it was to be the last train
(shades of Shelbourne and Gem-
brook!). A bridge near the site of
Westby partially collapsed as the
returning weekly train was crossing

(Continued on page 12)
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KERANG AND STONY CROSSING.
Goods Engine Running i
. o] Bt
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1415161 .1..,..| I 43 | Westhy (c} : A R R T
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Evamne REQUIREMENTS.
DPown journey -
Wetuppa .- - e «+ 13 minutes.
Up journay—
Wetuppa .- v . -~ 15 minaves.
Murrabit ve ‘e . .+ 10 minutes.
¢} Ascendin, IR NoTns.
() Areondig S g s, Sgged Kooy
Down journey—
136 approaching Weatby . .. 20
Up journey—
188} approaching Westby . o 20
The Fordson Tractor is authorized to haul approximately 100 tons at an average rate of speed of
12 miles per hour. If the load be increased, speed will be proportionately roduced.
The following instructions must be obgerved in connexion with the wo king of the Fordson
Tractor :—
Fordson Tracior Service—

(1) A train ron by a Fordson Tractor will be worked by two men, ie., a Driver and
a Guard, and may run only on a Line that ia jointly agreed to by the Chief Mechanical
Engineer and the General Superintendent of Transportation.

(2) Only an employee certified for the purpose by the General Superintendent and Chief
Mechanical Engineer must be allowed to drive a Tractor on any part of the Running
Lines or on any Siding. He is to operate the Tractor personally, and under no
circumstances allow any unauthorized person to operate it.

(3) Ocly suthorized persons are allowed to ride in or on the Tractor. Ezcent in the caze
of necessity no official must engage in conversation with the Driver whilst the Tractor
is in running. [eontined next page.

— 114 —
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Forpson TRACTOR SERVICE—conitnued.

{4) If the Driver when on duty is required to leave the Tractor he must see that the fuel
supply is cut off and that the Hand Brake is hard * On.”

(5) The . Tractor when hauling a train must always run engine first in the direction
in which the greater amount of loading ie offering.

(6) Unless specially authorized by the General Superintendent of Transportation, a train
hauted by the Fordson Tractor must have s Brake Van in the rear and the Guard must
ride in the Van,

{7} The train will be controlled by Hand Brakes only, and the Guard must, when approaching
a statlion or any other point at which the train is to stop, or when descending grades,
be prepared to assist the Driver by use of the Van Hand Brake.

(8) Should the Tractor be required to operate during darkness proper Head Signals must be
carried.

(2) A Train operated by the Fordson Tractor must not be admitted to an cccupied road in
accordance with Regulation 108, neither must a train hauled by a Fordson Tractor
be set back on to another train when either train is conveying passengers.

{10) The Murrabit Line is worked under the Train Staff and Ticket System, and the Rules
contained in Appendix II., Book of Rules and Regulations and the supplementary
instructions shown in the General Appendix, also any other Rule, Regulation, or
Instruction contained in the Book of Rules and Regulations which apply to Steam
trains will, in so far as they apply, be applicable to trains hauled by Fordson Tractor.

{11) The Time Table between Kerang and Murrabit is based on an average rate of speed of
12 miles per hour, which will permit of a load of approximately 100 tons heing hauled.
If the Joad be increased, speed will be proportionately reduced.

(12) The -maximum rate of speed for a train hauled by Fordson Tractor between Kerang and
Murrabit is 20 miles per hour, subject to & maximum speed of 15 mites per hour not
being exceeded when hauling 50 per cent. or more of the Tractor’s load capacity.
When passing over Points a speed of § miles per hour must not be exceeded.

{13) When approaching Kerang on the Up journey and Murrabit on the Down journey, the
Driver must have his train well'under control, so as to be sble to stop at the Home
Signal whether the Home Signal is a4 * Proceed " or not. If he finds when approaching
the station that the Home Bignal is et “ Proceed ™ ke may enter the station, keeping
his train under proper control. Before the Home Signal is placed at *“ Proceed ™ at
either Kerang or Murrabit for the Tractor train to arrive, the platform roed must be
clear to the fouling point at the opposite end of Yard.

WEDDERBURN JUNCTION AND WEDDERBURN.
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Dawn. KERANG-MURRABIT-STONY CROSSING.
. 1 :
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; ( urt. | : H
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it, so the service to Murrabit was
suspended on 20th April 1961.
The entire line from Kerang to
Stony Crossing was officially
closed on 20th December 1961
and it had only taken 18 years.

Footnotes

1

One of them has a daily ser-
vice, the other one a service
on Sunday and Christmas Day
only.

We could add Stony Point
here but it's rather insulting to
call Westernport Bay a mere
watercourse.

The bridge over the Murray
River was designed and lo-
cated for a railway extension
from Yelta to Wentworth..
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Time Table Oddity #2- Onward and Upward?

his journal-and particularly the current editor—has often speculated upon the origin of the terms “Up” and

“Down” in railway jargon. We have advanced the idea that it derived from the style of timetables in which

there was a centre column of station names with the principal terminus at the top, in which the columns to
the left of the station names were read downwards and those to the right were read upwards.

It was pleasing therefore to find the timetable below in the Spring 2002 edition of our companion publication, The
Timetable Collector, journal of the National Association of Timetable Collectors. It is the employee time table of
two early Ohio lines, the Little Miami, Columbus & Xenia and the Hillsborough & Cincinnati.

Here the columns are actually headed “Upward Trains” and “Downward Trains” an example, I hoped, of what
logicians call a ‘confirming instance’—but, whoal—the “Upward” column reads downward and the
“Downward” column reads upward.

What can this mean?

It would appear that in most U.S. states immediately to the south of the Great Lakes, “Upward” means “Upstate”
or northward or towards the water and “Downward” the reverse of that.

So, on this, | am afraid we are no further forward or upward. Perhaps we have actually gone backward.

Fittle Aiami, Columbus & Eenia, and Billsborough & Eincimmati
RRAXL ROADS.

Time Table No. 35, to take effect Monday, May 16, 1853.
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o Traln munt pass L jooctlon of the ITilabotough Iowd wt Lovelaud®s, wall
it o eertaiuly knowa thet all Truioy dus ol sotitled to tho Toad, Luare paised.

Tralts hotwesn Lovelund's and Eilsborsugh will be goveened by the tabes in
forem vz o Lo 40 and €. & X, Roads,

o Sunday Troin will be run on the Hilbaborvugh & Cincionatl Road, ner bes
twenn Xunia nud Spriughleid,

ALl Trainn will s the desthla track Datwoen Flaturiite mod the Englon Hoasa,

teaviog Columbue ot G A, M., West JeMornen 625, Londen 7. South Uhariescon
7.25, Cledaryilla 745, atcive at Xeojs B, 5, dapart 4.2 leava Corwin 853, Morrow
927, Fustec's 040, Lowlund's 10, Milfard 8025, Eupine Hoose 050 orrive sl
Cincigenti nt 1516

Leovn Ciocinnatl ot 2.50 P ML, Miford ot 315, Lovelund's 337, ¥oabot's ot
350, Marrow 4.15, Corwin 4.8, Arrive wt Lonia 524 ; dopart 5 40, Javes Cedorrithe
.56, 8. Uharlenton G.21, London G.4%, W, Jellerson 710 Acrive mt Columbua T.45,

wniler tie L1

1t loaving the alogls, sod sotering upon tha doublo kenck, all Traios will © Leep
o phe vight, ' that in to =y, upward Trolns will take the caal ek, and dowaward
Trnind the weat, Leack,

No Truic ouet leave the doulte tenek wnell it bs ¢oxtainty koowa thot ol Trains
dig sk entbtled to the Boad, hars passed,

W. H. CLEXENT, Supsrintsndent.
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Hints for Traffic Men.

Don’t use buffer as support in springing to or from platform.

Pon’t stand near engine injector exhaust.

Don’t step on buffer spindle.

Don’t walk between buffers.

Don’t sit on point levers; hold with hands.

Avoid engines when front cocks open and blowing; you cannot see in the
steam.

Don’t sit in doorways of brakevans; the door slides.

Don’t forget the counterweight of a signal post drops at intervals.

Mind your hand when cleaning points.

When alighting from brakevans be sure there Is a step.

When working gn trucks in wet weather, remember that all ironwork,
bolts, &c., will be slippery.

Keep the ‘track clear of couphngs, &c.

When window open, or you are in guard’s lookout window, beware of
passing trains.

Stand clear after exchanging staffs.

Retain your hand lamp when in the yard. Do not in any case set it down.

Get an understanding with your engine crew to ensure prompt acceptance
of signal.

Watch thge release lever on a truck fitted with auto. coupling.

Waitch the draw-hook behind vou when coupling up.

Put bac® the sliding panels of sheep race when work completea,

Do not pass between buffers and draw-hook—stoop underneath.

Watch the opeu var door when train stops or starts—it may close on
your hand.

Be sure no chains or ropes are hanging from empties when pulled out.

When exchanging stafi or tablet, see that you are clear; the engine
exchanger may be projecting a little if the driver isn’t watchful.
When you've exchanged, step back; there may be loose sheets, ropes,
or projecting loading.

I Keep vour tablet a long way from your face when ready to exchange,

also look out that the fireman's sling docsn’t find your face. At
night, try rolling a piece of white paper round the cane to help the
is a great help to him.

siding or crossing loop by hand points, keep
g that may be prejecting from wagons which
point handles.

t get under the chains when crossing from
, d hold, uncouple chain and re-couple
when on the other side. Don’t over long couplings in the dark
{a tunnel in day-time); wait till the tral g out.

Don’t cross the line close to train, trucks, or trams; give them the chance
to move a little before hitting you.

Good advice, from a 1946 New South Wales Rail-
ways Western Division Working Time Table. Per-
haps a wag at the Government Printing Office was
responsible for this. At any rate, it disappeared in
later editions
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“I sriin reckon we rhowld "ave been the B.yy to the Clity .. . "
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Graphic Insight

By CHRIS BROWNBILL

ou could probably count on one hand the public transport services in Australia that use the same rolling stock today as

they used forty years ago. Examples that come to mind are the Adelaide to Glenelg tramway (where H class trams

have operated since 1929!), to some extent some Melbourne tram routes, and Victoria’s South-Western main-line rail-
way from Melbourne to Warrnambool. This month, Graphic Insight takes a closer look at the latter service where 50-year-old
B class diesel locomotives and their sprightly 40 year old S class sisters haul trains of traditional heavy cars including ex
Spirit of Progress compartment passenger cars under the banner of West Coast Railway.

To look through the looking glass, we use table 27 of the Victorian Railways Country Time-Table, Winter Edition July 17-
November 5 1961. This shows us that on Mondays to Saturdays “The Flier” left Melbourne at 8:25am, and stopped at 19 sta-
tions before arriving at Port Fairy at 1:55pm. Some stops at smaller stations occurred on three days per week only, some be-
ing Tue, Thur and Sat only, others being Mon, Wed and Fri only, whilst another is Tue, Wed and Thur only. By contrast, the
V/Line South West Victoria timetable of 27 January 2002 tells us that the modern-day counterpart of this train departs Mel-
bourne at 8:48am, and stops at 6 stations en-route before terminating at Warrnambool at 11:58am. The final leg beyond
Warrnambool to Port Fairy was amputated on 12 September 1977.

Our graphs below illustrate the journey times from Melbourne to the stations and areas around the stations on this line. The
circles show the location to which it is possible to reach in specific journey time by travelling by train to a station, then taking
5 minutes to transfer to a car then driving at an average straight-line speed of 40 mph (65 km/h).

The 1961 graph illustrates the greater density of stops along the way, and the shorter average distance that it is necessary to
travel by car to any given location. The 2002 graph shows that the number of stops has been dramatically reduced, however
the journey time is also dramatically reduced, so that whilst the average property-owner would have further to drive to reach a
railway station, it really is a superior service in the 21 century even though the same rolling stock is used. One has to wonder
whether the course of public transport history would have been different had services of today’s speed been offered in the
1960s when the car was eating in to rail’s market share.




