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W hen I had collected time-
tables for most of the bus 
routes along the North 

Shore and Main Northern Lines, I 
moved my attention to Parramatta. 
On the south side of the railway 
station, in Argyle Street, next to 
the buses to West Ryde, Eastwood 
and Epping, were the brown buses 
of Western Road Transport Service. 
At that time, in the early sixties, 
they ran a mixture of CAC Bed-
fords, seating 33 and MBA Whites, 
seating around 40. They had five 
routes, all running to the west of 
Parramatta. My first timetable (see 
right and on the following 4 pages) 
was collected at this time. It does-
n’t give a date, but does give the 
address of the operator, 1 Rawson 
Road Wentworthville. You can’t 
find the site today, since the West-
ern Motorway runs right through it 
and Rawson Road is now a dead 
end street which stops before 
where the depot was. The timetable 
is a small booklet which contains 
all of the bus services operated by 
Western Road. 

Four of these bus routes ran down 
Church St and turned west along 
the Great Western Highway (or 
Western Road, as it is called in the 
timetable.) The 177 to Prospect ran 
along the Highway as far as Flush-
combe Road. Only a minority of the 
buses went that far, since there 
was also the route 187 north to 
Blacktown at that point. More  
buses ran to Church Lane (now 
Prospect Highway and Reservoir 
Road - the old Highway has been 
straightened in this area) and a few 
more as far as Blacktown Road, 
where the 210 ran north and west 
to Blacktown. From there to Par-
ramatta the territory was Western 
Road’s alone, but the fully built up 
area ran as far as Rawson Road 
and the partially developed area to 
Pendle Hill P.O., just west of Pen-
dle Way. 

The route 179 to South Wen-
tworthville followed the 177 to 
Rawson Road, where it turned 
south to join Old Prospect Road, 
which it followed west. At times of 
low traffic, the 177 skipped Raw-
son Road and ran direct along Old 
Prospect Road to or from the High-
way. Ettalong Road is the con-
tinuation south of Pendle Way, so 
this timing point corresponds 
closely to Pendle Hill P.O. About 

Western Road buses from Parramatta 
JIM O’NEIL forsook the North Shore to see what the Westies were up to. 

half the buses continued on to 
Greystanes Road, where many of 
them turned south to Merrylands 
Road, where the 153 provided ser-
vice eastwards to 

 Merrylands Station. The 174 to 
Wentworthville Station, turned 
north about a kilometre earlier at 
Hawkesbury Road, running 
through the southern part of West-
mead, turning west to Jordan and 
Bridge Streets and then to Wen-
tworthville Station. All this area 
was fully built up in the sixties. 

The fourth route, the 213 followed 

the Highway to Old Prospect Road, 
which it followed to Boronia Street, 
just before Rawson Road. Here it 
turned south into an area without 
a southern outlet and at the edge 
of the fully built up area. The fifth 
route, the 11 entered Parramatta 
through Parramatta Park, and did 
not run to Parramatta outside 
shopping hours. In the park there 
were no customers and between 
Westmead and Wentworthville the 
routes 178 (to Toongabbie) and 174 
provided more frequent service. 
The route 11 served the built up 
areas on the south west of the Rail-

Above, and on pages 4 to 8: Western Road Transport Ser-
vice All routes (177, 179, 174, 213 and 11). Undated timeta-
ble: current early sixties. 
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way line around Pendle Hill and 
Toongabbie, running into the sub-
urb of Girraween. 

The 177 requires only three buses 
in peak hours. Short runs within 
the more built up areas, such as 
the 7.14 from Pendle Hill P.O., the 
7.57 from Bridge Road and the 8.25 
from Rawson Road allow a more 
frequent service in this part than if 
all buses ran through from Pros-
pect. In the evening there was no 
need for corresponding short runs. 
The 179 also requires three buses 
in peak hours, but concentrates its 
service on the outer end of the run. 
It also starts earlier, with a bus 
from Greystanes Road at 5.20. 
(This bus then leaves Parramatta at 
5.49 to start the 174 service to 
Wentworthville.) The 179 also ends 
later than the other routes, with a 
bus at 12.05, an hour after the 
theatre bus at 11.00 p.m. 

The 174 needs two buses in peak 
hours, while the 213 needs only 
one, and in peak hours  only 
(including the Saturday morning 

peak). In shopping hours service 
on the 213 is provided by diverting 
some of the 179 buses via Boronia 
Street. Two buses each on the 174 
and 213 ran, in school times, be-
yond Argyle Street to Market 
Street, the terminus north of the 
Parramatta River for buses from 
the south, such as the Villawood 
(route 186) and the Guildford (171) 
runs. The 174 buses ran to and 
from the Wentworthville schools 
from Market Street, perhaps pick-
ing up students arriving or leaving 
on these other buses, but this 
won’t explain the 213 runs there. 
There is a Catholic School close to 
Market Street and that must have 
been the destination for the riders 
on these buses. 

The route 11 needs only one bus 
and in peak hours it stayed west of 
Pendle Hill, apart from the 6.24 
a.m., which went to Bond’s Factory 
and on to Wentworthville. In off-
peak hours it ran to Parramatta, 
with a gap between 9.45 and 
10.35. Was this a crib break, or 

just leaving time for some of the 
passengers to do an hour’s shop-
ping? There is another break in 
Girraween between 12.29 and 
1.40, which seems a more conven-
ient time for the driver to have a 
meal. There are also a few services 
to Toongabbie Station and further 
west. All three run to 'The Mead-
ows' and one goes all the way to 
Seven Hills Station. The Meadows 
is a Public School in Fuller Street 
Seven Hills and two of the times 
(8.40 from Toongabbie and 3.00 
from the Meadows) are convenient 
for school services. The run after 
11 o’clock would allow shoppers to 
return from Toongabbie after an 
hour and a half’s shopping, or to 
spend  two hours in Parramatta 
before catching the 2.15 bus back. 
But who caught the solitary bus to 
Seven Hills? Did they return via 
the railway, or were they school 
children from Seven Hills to the 
Meadows, who returned on the 178 
(the Toongabbie service which uses 
the same road between The Mead-
ows and Seven Hills Station) in the 
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afternoon? 

One notable feature of this timeta-
ble is that passengers from the 
more heavily populated areas, 
which were served by two or more 
routes, had to look up all the possi-
ble timetables to see when the next 
bus would run. This might not be 
as great a problem as it seems, 
however. The three routes, the 177, 
179 and 174 ran at clock face times 
in shopping hours, and on week-
days there was a bus every ten 
minutes, at least as far as Hawkes-
bury Road. For example, at 10 
a.m., a 179 bus ran to Ettalong 
Road, returning at 10.30 via Bo-
ronia Street in time to form the 
11.00 bus. At 10.10 a 177 bus ran 
to Church Street Prospect, again 
returning in an hour. At 10.20 
there was a 174 bus to Wentworth-
ville, which went from there at 
10.40 to Smith St (on p14 of the 
timetable), returning to Parramatta 
at 11.12. At 10.30 there was an-
other 179 bus, this time all the way 
to Merrylands Road. At 10.40 there 

was a 177 bus to Blacktown Road 
and at 10.50 another 174 to Wen-
tworthville, which went on from 
there at 11.10 to Boronia Street 
(also on p14 of the timetable). 

On Saturdays there was a more 
extensive service in shopping 
hours. Both the 177 and the 179 
operated every quarter hour, but as 
the additional services ran only to 
Rawson Road, they only needed 
three buses each. What was the 
difference between a 177 and a 179 
bus to Rawson Road, apart from 
the gaps they filled in the respective 
timetables? The 174 has three 
buses an hour on Saturday morn-
ings, but not on a clock face timeta-
ble. The 174 can be operated by 
two buses on Saturday mornings, 
but a third bus, presumably used 
in the morning peak on the 213, is 
needed for the buses from Wen-
tworthville to Boronia Street and 
Smith Street. 

On Saturday afternoons there was 
hourly service on the three routes, 

177, 179 and 174 and on Sundays 
hourly service on the first two. Late 
evening service was provided on the 
two longer routes, but theatre 
buses were provided on all routes, 
both inbound to the Roxy Theatre, 
arriving a bit before 7.30, and out-
bound at 11.00. The routes 177, 
179 and 174 had picture buses 
Mondays to Saturdays, while the 
two smaller routes, the 213 and the 
11 had them only on Saturdays. If 
you look at the 213 timetable, it 
only shows the outbound theatre 
bus, but the inbound one is to be 
found on the Saturday timetable for 
the 179, which has two buses, one 
from Merrylands Road via Boronia 
Street and a second from Rawson 
Road (the depot). 

The next timetable (see page 9) is 
for the route 210 Parramatta to 
Blacktown and was issued by West-
ern Road Bus Services (the name 
has been changed slightly) in May 
1978, when timetables were  issued 
for each route separately. The old 
177 has been combined with the 
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210, keeping the latter number, to 
run into Blacktown and service 
along the Great Western Highway 
west of Blacktown Road has 
ceased. Service starts earlier 
headed towards Blacktown, with a 
bus at 5.10 a.m. from Pendle Way 
to Blacktown. Five buses are re-
quired to run the morning peak. 
When we allow for the service to 
Blacktown and the 7.05 from Old 
Prospect and Ettalong (0n the 179), 
this does not mean an increase in 
actual service provided on the old 
route 177. There is still half hourly 
service along the Great Western 
Highway between the peaks but 
this is supplemented by a bus every 
hour-and-a-half along the route 
179 and then to Blacktown over the 
original 210. Evening service stops 
after 7.30, except on Late Night 
Shopping days, when it goes until 
around 9.30. Theatre buses are 
now a thing of the past. Saturday 
service has been reduced, although 
there are three buses in the hour 

from Parramatta after 7 a.m., 8, 11 
and 12 noon, but only one after 10. 
This is slightly more than on week-
days on the main stem. There are a 
few buses from Old Prospect Road 
to Blacktown, but rather more 
back. It seems that passengers are 
going to Blacktown more than to 
Parramatta for shopping. But on 
Saturday afternoons the service 
runs only between Parr1amatta 
and Prospect. There is no service 
on Sundays or Holidays. 

The next timetable, issued March 
1983, (see the centre spread on pp 
10-11) shows Sunday service re-
stored and the route renumbered in 
the then new Sydney-wide system. 
The 210 has become the 700 and 
the 179 the 702. Buses from Old 
Prospect Road still run to Black-
town and are marked A on the 
timetable. Their route is shown on 
the map and they have increased to 
one every hour on Weekday off-
peak times. But there isn’t a timing 

point given for them along Old 
Prospect Road in the 700 timetable. 
The base 700 service continues at 
half-hourly in the off-peak, and has 
been extended in the evenings on 
Normal Week Nights as well as Late 
Shopping Nights. The same base 
service is run on the 700 on Satur-
day mornings, with more regular 
service on the 702 than in the May 
1978 timetable. Western Road sold 
out about the time their depot was 
resumed for the Western Freeway. 
Their northern routes were sold to 
Westbus (who already operated be-
tween Blacktown and Parramatta 
via Toongabbie on the old route 
178) and their southern routes to 
Baxter’s, who combined the 702 
with services to Merrylands. Conse-
quently route 702 buses no longer 
run to Blacktown, and they are not 
included in the 700 timetable. 

My last timetable for this route is 
the Westbus timetable of 20 March 
2000 (see  page 12-13). It is in a 
read-down format, instead of the 
read across used in the earlier 
timetables. The early start towards 
Blacktown (at 5.08 from Prospect) 
is now matched with a similar one 
to Parramatta (at 5.08 from Black-
town). Off-peak service is reduced 
to hourly on both Weekdays and 
Saturdays, but it extends to Home 
Base shops, north of the Great 
Western Highway, restoring  bus 
service into some of the area west 
of Blacktown Road and the High-
way which Western Road had aban-
doned when it took over route 210. 

Looking at the map, we can see 
some changes from the 1983 ser-
vice. The route to Home Base is one 
and the disappearance of the diver-
sion via Leabon’s Lane and Fowler 
St near Blacktown is another. Be-
tween May’s Hill and Pendle Hill 
South, the route 700 has been di-
verted north of the Highway, since 
the Freeway runs close to the 
southern side of the Highway, pas-
sengers must come mostly from the 
north side. At Bridge Road the bus 
turns to run along Essington St 
and then along Smith Street (the 
route of the service shown on p14 
of the 1960’s timetable), finally re-
joining the Highway at Pendle Way. 

Sunday service has been increased 
from six in the March 1983 timeta-
ble to eleven buses in March 2000 
and there is even a limited service 
of four buses on Christmas Day.  
The catchment area of the 177, 
which eventually became the 700, 
has increased by the addition of the 
original route 210. It has also in-
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creased in population in the forty 
years we have examined. However, 
the number of people travelling by 
bus has declined over this time and 
uneconomic services like the Christ-

mas Day ones are provided as a 
community obligation. Bus services 
like the 700 seem set to continue, 
although the effects of the new con-
tract areas are as yet unknown. 

Will it increase as part of a 
through route, or decline in favour 
of some other route? 

 

Western Road Bus Services, Route 210 Parramatta- Blacktown, May 1978 
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Westbus: Issued 20 
March 2000, Route 700 
Parramatta - Blacktown 
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I t might be useful to add a little 
to the recent articles on New-
man’s Indian Bradshaw. 

I last visited India in February this 
year (2005). As old India hands will 
know, Indian Bradshaw is a Cal-
cutta publication, and its availabil-
ity at railway bookstalls has always 
diminished with distance from its 
place of origin. Accordingly, on ar-
rival in Kolkata I proceeded to the 
established address of 3 Old Court 
House St. Newman’s shop was in-
deed there, but it had converted 
into a ladies’ fashion warehouse. 
On investigation, there was a rem-
nant of its days as a bookshop in 
the form of a room of old stock out 
the back, but no timetables. 

However, timetables were no fur-
ther than a ferry ride across the 
Hooghly away, being prominent in 
A H Wheeler’s bookstall on the 
Howrah station concourse. Though 
they still carry the Old Court 
House St address on the front 
cover, the title page shows the new 
distributor as Vinayak Enterprises 
of room 32, 3rd floor, 62/lA N S 
Road Kolkata 700001. 

Apart from the change of distribu-
tor, the change to a larger format 
reflects the reorganisation of the 
Indian Railways into no less than 
16 zones, a considerable increase 
on the previous total of nine — the 

Konkan Railway being additional in 
both cases. The reasons for the re-
zoning included the ambition of 
various cities to be Railway Capi-
tals, plus a need to sort out the 
system in the northern part of the 
country. When the original zones 
were formed, the metre-gauge lines 
on the Ganges Plain went to the 
North Eastern railway, but with the 
conversion of these lines to broad 
gauge there came an interpenetra-
tion of lines of different zone but 
the same gauge that was offensive 
to the bureaucratic mind. I enclose 
a copy of the cover page listing the 
new zonal railways. At least the 
cover illustrations are of historic 
Indian trains, not overseas pictures 
as has happened in the past. 

Though the tables in Indian Brad-
shaw have been re-organised to 
reflect the new zones, many of its 
unusual features remain. For ex-
ample, opposite page 89 there is a 
page numbered facing page 89, 
followed by page 90. 

One of the problems for Indian 
Bradshaw has been the prolifera-
tion of trains. In former times nu-
merous through carriages were 
exchanged at junctions, but these 
have mostly been replaced by 
through expresses not all of which 
run daily. Many of these connect 
unlikely places at opposite ends of 

the country, for example No 5221 
Ernakulam Barauni Raptisagar 
Express, which runs once weekly. 
These trains take up many col-
umns in Indian Bradshaw’s main 
line tables, with the result that 
local trains have been crowded off 
the page. (I enclose an example of 
the table for Allahabad-Varanasi, 
which until gauge conversion was 
a metre-gauge dead-end branch 
but is now a through line. It still 
has a couple of stopping passenger 
trains but these have been 
crowded off the page.) 

The re-zoning has also affected the 
annual railway-published timeta-
bles, which are now regional. For 
example, a combined timetable is 
published for the Konkan, South 
Central, Southern and South West-
ern railways (excluding Chennai 
suburban services) and another for 
the Northern, North Central and 
North Eastern Railways. I was not 
able to buy a similar volume for the 
Eastern region — perhaps they are 
protecting Indian Bradshaw. 

The official guide to Indian ex-
presses, Trains at a Glance, con-
tinues. One of its pleasanter fea-
tures is its cartoons, drawn in rail-
way draftsman style and showing 
passengers happily travelling to-
gether. 

More on Indian Bradshaw 
The timetable they love to hate is the one they love to 
write about. VICTOR ISAACS’ review of Indian railway timetables (May 
2005) still draws comment. The latest letter comes from IAN MANNING. 

Letter 
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O n offer recently on E-Bay 
was a vintage New South 
Wales By Train Disc chart. 

The Railways said on the reverse: 
"Designed originally as a souvenir 
of the New South Railways exhibit 
in the 150th Australian Com-
memorative pavilion at the Royal 
Easter Show 1938 this disc chart 
is now re-issued for general distri-
bution. So great was the demand 
for it during the Show that many 
thousands of people could not se-
cure copies although 50,000 were 
printed. Applications from all parts 
of Australia continued to be made 
for copies and, rather than disap-
point so many people, the Commis-
sioner for Railways approved of a 
second edition for distribution, 
with his compliments. The posters 
reproduced here in miniature were 
portion of the railway exhibit in the 
Commemorative Pavilion".  

The bottom disc has most larger 
NSW towns marked around the 
edges. By pointing the top disc sig-
nal arrow to the appropriate town 
on this rim, the small windows 
scattered around the face of the 
dial then displays the elevation, 
population, railway line situated 
on, rank in population, rail mileage 
from Sydney, average rainfall, me-
teorological division and mean 
temperature…. But not train-travel 
times or schedules, unfortunately. 

The NSWGR was just about at its 
peak mileage at this time and the 
map on the obverse side of the disk 
shows even the Ballina line– fairly 
new then and destined to disap-
pear within a few years. Pride of 
the fleet was one of Australia’s first 
air-conditioned trains– the Silver 
City Comet, and this was featured 
along with a number of other snip-
pets of information about the sys-
tem. 

It is a pity we cannot see under the 
top disk– this must have been a 
devil of a job for the printers, with 
a total of about 60 entries on 
nearly two dozen alignments– 
something to make the idiosyncra-
sies of Bradshaw (described else-
where in this issue) and the early 
issues of The Times—look like 
child’s play. 

NSWGR on disc 
Long before AATTC had begun offering timetables on disk, the NSW 
RAILWAYS had already broken the ice.  
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T he railways had to evolve a 
vocabulary consisting of 
technical terms for their 

equipment and also of terms 
needed for communication with 
their customers. Before they ever 
began to carry passengers, the 
coaches had had their precise 
hours of departure and arrival, 
subject however to interruption, 
through storm or accident or hu-
man error. When railway services 
began, they were liable to disor-
ganization from the same causes, 
and on occasion from mechanical 
failures as well. But gradually 
these vagaries grew fewer, and it 
came to be realized that trains 
were appointed to run at exactly 
fixed times, and that they normally 
did so. As the system developed in 
the 1840s the number of these 
fixed times up and down the coun-
try steadily increased. Important 
junctions appeared, at which con-
verging trains were intended to 
connect with one another: Crewe, 
for instance, and Parkside in Lan-
cashire. 

All this imposed rigidities on busi-
ness and movement never imag-
ined before. It was an evident ne-
cessity that the times should be 
clearly announced, and not at the 
stations alone. They were adver-
tised in newspapers, but some peo-
ple wished to refer to them more 
conveniently. A new contrivance 
was devised for this purpose, and 
it was called a ‘time table’. These 
words were used by the London & 
Birmingham Railway in 1838 and 
then passed into general currency, 
soon hyphenated or amalgamated 
into one. 

Not all railway companies adopted 
‘timetables’ immediately, however. 
The Liverpool & Manchester pre-
ferred to issue a ‘scheme of depar-

tures’ (something more cautious, 
for it did not specify times of arri-
val) as late as 1843. But 
‘timetables’ steadily made their 
way, to become part of the rail-
ways’ standard equipment. The 
word was sometimes applied 
strangely. The South Yorkshire 
Railway issued something called a 
‘timetable’ in 1851; but it did not 
give the times of any trains and 
added, for the more thorough dis-
couragement of passengers, ‘no 
guarantee of punctuality’. 

The timetable brought with it an-
other word, coined from a proper 
name: Bradshaw. George Brad-
shaw, a Manchester Quaker, 
started to produce his Time Tables 
in 1839. Their success was instant 
and complete. They never had any 
serious rival in presenting the 
times for the railway system of the 
United Kingdom as a whole. Other 
attempts of the same sort were 
made indeed, but none of them 
established itself, whereas Brad-
shaw’s Railway Guide was pub-
lished, under successively varying 
titles, every month for 120 years. 

Its main drawback was that many 
people found it difficult or impossi-
ble to understand. In the early Vic-
torian age the book was produced 
in a small format, on poor paper, 
in minute — here and there in 
minuscule — type, with notes ap-
pended wherever they could be 
fitted into a page, often running 
sideways or even upside-down. 
Some of its symbols and conven-
tions were ambiguous, and the 
information given was frequently 
baffling. So ‘Bradshaw’ became a 
by-word for incomprehensibility. 
Dickens poked fun at it on this 
account, in ‘A Narrative of Extraor-
dinary Suffering’ in 1851, ending 
up with the sufferer, demented, 

muttering the single word 
‘BRADSHAW’.  ‘At what hour I 
shall get to Glasgow’, wrote Trol-
lope in 1869, ‘I cannot learn, with-
out an amount of continued study 
of Bradshaw for which I have nei-
ther strength nor mental ability.  

This timetable was then called eve-
rywhere by its original compiler’s 
name alone. It made a figure in the 
music halls: a comic song, 
‘Bradshaw’s Guide’, was ‘written, 
composed, and sung with un-
bounded applause by Fred Albert 
at the London and provincial con-
certs’. ’ A Guide to Bradshaw’ ran 
through nine instalments of Punch 
in 1865: a well-directed satire, 
sometimes facetious but often 
funny still. It turns up again and 
again in conversations in fiction 
(best of all perhaps at the very end 
of Max Beerbohm’s Zuleika Dobson) 
and came to be regarded as one of 
the mysteries of its country. ‘I’ve 
seen you with Bradshaw’, exclaims 
an American to an Italian, teasing 
him for his confusion, in Henry 
James’s Golden Bowl. ‘It takes An-
glo-Saxon blood.’ 

So the timetable, and above all 
Bradshaw’s indispensable compila-
tion, made its way into the lives of 
the Victorians. It acted as an agent 
in the dissemination of standard 
time. The idea it represented came 
to be applied to purposes other 
than those of the railways. The 
‘timetable’ soon penetrated the 
schools, to provide a neat means of 
organizing their lessons. By 1858 it 
was being used to record the ser-
vices of steamboats and the rise 
and fall of tides, as well as for fur-
nishing ‘a check upon the period of 
labour of workmen’. Here the rail-
way forged an instrument widely 
adaptable to the closer regulation 
of society at large. 

Whence the timetable? 
The Times has reproduced many an early timetable, including one for a 
Nile Barge from the years BC and an 11th Century graphical timetable 
for the planets. But the first real timetable—by that name—emerged in 
England in 1838, as the late JACK SIMMONS explained in his 1991 book– 
The Victorian Railway. 
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The Great Indian Railway Atlas 
by SAMIT ROYCHOUDHURY, reviewed by VICTOR ISAACS 

O ne of the world’s great rail-
way systems now has an 
atlas befitting its status.  

This fine publication is obviously 
produced as a labour of love.  It 
comprehensively provides a guide 
to this huge network, suitable for 
the traveller or for the person at 
home. 

The main series of maps show all 
lines and all stations.  Electrified 
and non-electrified lines are distin-
guished.  Double and multiple 
track is indicated.  Enlargements 
show the most complicated areas: 
Delhi, Patna, Ahmadabad, Kolkata, 
Mumbai, Secunderabad, Chennai 
and the east Indian coalfields, as 
well as the Delhi and Kolkata Met-
ros.  Among the most interesting 
features mapped are lines under 
construction and proposed lines.  
Also indicated are such features as 
zonal and divisional headquarters, 
loco sheds (electric, diesel or 
steam), workshops and container 
terminals.  The railways are related 
to the wider scene by indications of 
state borders and major rivers. 

Bonuses are a full colour overview 
map which shows the division of 
the network into zonal railways, a 
rail network map of 1893, a map of 
express train routes, a map of past 
and present narrow gauge lines in 
South Bengal, a list of recent name 
changes, and a list of printed and 
internet resources about Indian 
Railways.  A comprehensive index 
is provided. 

This Atlas is recommended for any-
one with an interest in railways 
and/or maps. 

55 pages of two colour maps, of 1 : 
1,500,000 scale, referenced by a 
locator map. 
° All the approx. 10,000 existing 
and closed stations on the net-
work, fully indexed and with 
their respective station codes. 
° Most closed lines and stations 
depicted. 
° Divisional and zonal headquar-
ters identified. 
° Tracks depicted showing gauge, 
whether single or double, electri-
fied, etc, along with divisional 
boundaries. 
° Works in progress including 
new lines, gauge conversion, 

electrification, etc, including 
those under survey. 
° All the loco sheds (electric, die-
sel and steam) marked. 
° All important freight yards, 
goods sheds and container termi-
nals marked. 
° Detailed inset maps of the rail 
networks of Ahmadabad Chen-
nai, Delhi, Kolkata, Mumbai, 
Patna & Secunderabad regions, 
as well as the Dhanbad Coal-
fields area. 
° Metro Maps showing interaction 
with regular railway systems for 
Delhi and Kolkata. 
° Separate map showing south 
Bengal's Narrow Gauge Network. 
° Map showing Rajdhani, 

Shatabdi & Jan Shatabdi Ex-
press routes. 
° Multilingual Legend in English, 
French and German 
° Glossary of name/spelling 
changes. 
° A Railway route map of 1893. 
° Single spread At-a-Glance map 
of the entire system, showing the 
jurisdiction of the various zones.  

Available from Meridian World 
Travel, PO Box 192, Botany NSW 
1455, $49.95. 
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Punch-up at the station 
On page 18, Jack Simmons comments on the fun that Punch had with Bradshaw. 
Trains provided the magazine with a lot of cartoon and satirical material, starting 
with the scathing series by Tenniel, the illustrator of Alice in Wonderland. Here are 
some, including Punch’s take on Bradshaw.. 




