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On the opposite page is a wonderful im-
age of what the meal and drinks service 
on the TGR’s Tasman Limited was 
meant to look like. At left, taken from 
TCT Cooley’s book on Tasmanian rail-
ways, is the closer-to-home reality of 
the buffet bar. Lovely people (probably 
relatives of mine), beautiful ambience, 
but not quite so swish as the publicity 
would have it. 
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T he illustrations are of the complete 
Tasmanian Government Railways 
timetable of country trains, dated 

November 1957.  This consisted of a 
folded pamphlet printed both sides on a 
thick paper card – quite a contrast to the 
elaborate TGR timetable books of the 
1920s and 30s.  Hobart suburban services 
appeared in a separate pamphlet, but there 
is no mention of this or indeed that they 
existed at all. 

The timetable focuses on the Tasman Lim-
ited train.  This was introduced as Rail 
Cars on 5 April 1954 and as a loco-hauled 
train from 15 December 1955.  It ran over 
the majority of the TGR passenger net-
work.  Each day, Mondays to Saturdays, it 
ran from Hobart to Western Junction, then 
to the north-west towns of Deloraine. De-
vonport, Burnie and Wynyard - and vice 
versa.  The up and down services crossed 
at Western Junction.  A train formed by 

Tasmanian country trains 1957 
VICTOR ISAACS presents the second in a series of three articles on rail-
way public timetables of the first half of the twentieth century. 

articulated Rail Cars provided a vital con-
nection from Launceston to Western Junc-
tion and return.  Thus, at lunchtime, there 
were three passenger trains at Western 
Junction. 

The only other important trains for passen-
gers were the Mondays to Fridays evening 
trains (actually Fast Mixeds) and Sunday 
afternoon trains in each direction between 
Hobart and Launceston. 

The first train of the day from Launceston 
to Hobart did not leave the northern city 
until 12.30 pm! (and even later on Sun-
days).  A late departure from Launceston 
of the first train of the day for Hobart was 
a TGR tradition. 

As usual, in studying railway timetables, it 
is the odd little trains and branch line ser-
vices that attract attention.  There was a 
morning train from Parattah to Hobart and 
evening return.  This served the villages 

some distance from any main road.  This 
had an odd effect, in that in the evening 
there were two departures only twenty-five 
minutes apart from Hobart for Parattah. 

Their were local trains between Devonport 
and Burnie for workers.  These were pas-
senger trains.  The timetable notes that this 
“Connects at Burnie with E.B.R. Service to 
Zeehan”.  This note is the only indication 
in the brochure of the existence of the ser-
vice along the Emu Bay Railway. 

The timetable also shows an afternoon 
train from Devonport to Railton which is 
unbalanced.  Actually there were morning 
and afternoon services in both directions 
between Devonport and Railton.  Only one 
of these four trains is shown, possibly be-
cause there just happened to be one spare 
column available. 

Most intriguing, in my opinion, is the sec-
tion headed “Branch Line Services”.  The 
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information given here is sparse in the 
extreme.  The only times given are those 
of trains at their originating stations.  So, 
for example, on the North-Eastern Line, 
no indication of train time on Mondays to 
Fridays is provided for Scottsdale, the 
biggest town on the line.  The trains on 
the Fingal and North-Eastern lines were 

designated “Mixed” in the Working time-
table. 

Although there is no indication of the fact, 
the only passenger trains in this section of 
the brochure are those on the Derwent 
Valley Line to New Norfolk.  These were 
run by railcars (morning) and passenger 
train (afternoon). 

The strangest “timetable” is that for the 
Fingal Line.  It states that “This train con-
nects with Tasman Limited Service”.  It 
doesn’t say where this connection is 
made.  One just had to somehow know 
that the connection was at Conara Junc-
tion.  Even stranger is that the Fingal Line 
service is only shown in one direction.  
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No, this is not explained by there being a 
railway workshop building a train each 
day at Conara Junction and it then being 
scrapped upon arrival at St Mary’s.  
Rather, it is because the trains, happened 
to run at a time providing a connection 
from the Tasman Limited.  As all TGR 
goods trains had brake vans and all TGR 
brake vans had two passenger compart-

ments, passengers might as well be ac-
cepted.  However, in the other direction, 
although the train also ran at a convenient 
time, it was not mentioned.  This is possi-
bly because it shunted along the way, or 
possibly it is a legacy of when this outward 
service provided a more convenient con-
nection than the now removed branch Rail 
Car service.  The Rail Cars were now 

gone, but one other train in one direction 
remained in the public timetable brochure.  
This apparent one-way service on the 
Fingal Line remained in the TGR public 
timetables for many years. 

Thanks to  Jim Stokes for assistance with 
this article.  
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F ellow travellers, I have here in this 
envelope the results of the 2045 
NSW State Election. I am not at 

liberty to reveal to you the results, but I can 
say that victory went to the woman who 
promised to make the trains run on time. 

“Thus, some things never change– but at 
least, for a while, we were not able to say 
that of the rail system itself.  When I look 
back at the Sydney rail system, to those 
long ago days of 2041, I am struck by the 
fact that it doesn’t look very different from 
what I know in my time. To compare it 
with 50 years previously though, it is re-
markably transformed. 

But “50 years ago” was in the Twentieth 
Century—a term that has now taken over 
the mantle of antiquated .... surely very few 
of you will remember the days when it 
meant “futuristic”  instead? 

“It all began with Ron Christie—the man 
whose statue has displaced Queen Victoria 
from the QVB—back before the turn of the 
century. His seemingly far-fetched Net-
work Map (right) was scoffed at by the 
wise, but it gradually came into being in the 
2010-2030 period. The last line to be fin-
ished was the monumentally expensive 
Wyong-City-Cronulla line, totally isolated 
from the rest of the system, underground all 
the way, and thus with the first trains in 
NSW history entirely without windows. 
The plasma entertainment screens which 
replaced them, by all accounts, offer a far 
greater variety of scenery than Mullet 
Creek ever did. 

“The timetable of today (your “today”, I 
hasten to add) is nearly twice the size of 
that from those antiquated times– just look 
at the SWTT cover on the cover of this 
magazine and  the sample page which ap-

pears opposite. Although CityRail has 
wisely kept the same format for tradition’s 
sake, note how the train frequency, the 
train variety, the routes on offer and the 
rolling stock have been radically enhanced. 

“Pride of place must surely go to your 
Premier Service, The Stockbroker from the 
enclave of the share-market dealers in the 
Hills District, express via the new Balmain 
line, to the Martin Place station, directly 
under the Stock Exchange. Hauled by a 
vintage 46-class electric locomotive and 
with parlour cars especially built last cen-
tury for the  Great South Pacific Express, 
this train was an initiative of the controver-
sial Peter Garrett ALP NSW Government 
of 2020. How many of the waist-coated 
brokers, smoking their Havana cigars and 
using the antique brass spittoons, realise 
that their luxury train was provided for 

them by a former arch-enemy of capital-
ism? 

“The single deck interurban sets  (10-car A 
sets) in this timetable were also controver-
sial in their time, especially because their 
wide doors designed by a long-forgotten 
ex-train driver and failed Transport Minis-
ter Michael Costalot. However after a pro-
longed teething period of a decade or two, 
they eventually found their niche on the 
Blue Mountains line. Although beginning 
to show their age, they are now warmly 
regarded by their “X-generation” users, 
who are likewise showing their age. 

“I am not at liberty to reveal to you the 
future of Sydney rail transport—riveting 
though that may be—but I can assure you, 
that you will live in interesting times.” 

By train to Castlereagh– Sydney in 2041 
The Time Lords gave DR WHO a copy of the July 2041 Sydney SWTT, 
for publishing in The Times. 



The Times  April 2006 7  

Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Exp Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass
Mo to Sa

Emu Plains............................................. ........ 07 46 07 52 07 58 08 09
Penrith................................................... arr . 07 55 . 08 12

dep 07 48 07 56 08 00 08 13
Kingswood............................................. ........ . . . . 07 50 . . . . . . 08 02 . .
UWS...................................................... ........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Werrington............................................. ........ . . . . 07 56 . . . . . . . 08 08 . .
St Marys................................................. ........ . . . . 07 58 . 08 01 . . . . . 08 10 . . .
Mt Druitt................................................. ........ . . . . 08 02 . . . . . . . 08 14 . . .
Rooty Hill............................................... ........ . . . . 08 05 . . . . . . . 08 17 . . .
Fairfield Freight Junction....................... ........ . . . . 08 06 . . . . . . . 08 18 . . .
Doonside................................................ ........ . . . . 08 08 . . . . . . . 08 20 . . .

North Richmond......................... ........ 07 19 07 29 . . . 07 40 . 07 50 . . . . 08 06
Richmond................................... ........ 07 21 07 31 . . . 07 42 07 52 . . . . 08 08
East Richmond........................... ........ 07 22 07 32 . . . 07 43 07 53 . . . . 08 09
Clarendon................................... ........ 07 26 07 36 . . . . . 07 47 07 57 . . . . . 08 13
Windsor..................................... arr 07 29 . . . . . . 07 50 . . . . . . . 08 15

dep 07 31 07 39 . . . . . 07 52 . 08 00 . . . . . 08 16
Mulgrave.................................... ........ 07 34 07 42 . . . . . 07 55 . 08 03 . . . . . 08 19
Vineyard.................................... ........ 07 37 07 43 . . . . . 07 58 . 08 04 . . . . . 08 20

Riverstone........................... ........ . 07 47 . . . . . . 08 08 . . . . . 08 24
Schofields.................................... . 07 50 . . . . . . 08 11 . . . . . 08 27

Castlereagh................... ........ . . 07 48 07 58 . . . . . . 08 10 08 28 . . . .
Cranebrook................... ........ . . 07 51 08 01 . . . . 08 12 . 08 13 08 31 . . . .
Llandilo.................................. . . 07 54 08 04 . . . . . . 08 16 08 34 . . . .
Shanes Park.................. ........ . . 07 56 08 06 . . . . . . 08 18 08 36 . . . .
Bidwill............................ ........ . . 07 59 08 09 . . . . . . 08 21 08 39 . . . .
Dean Park..................... ........ . . 08 02 08 12 . . . . . . 08 24 08 42 . . . .

Quakers Hill........................ ........ . 07 54 08 05 08 15 . . . . . 08 15 08 27 08 45 . . . .
Kings Park..................... ........ . . . 08 19 . . . . . . . 08 49 . . . .
Kings Langley............... ........ . . . 08 22 . . . . . . . 08 52 . . . .
Marayong ........ . 07 58 08 09 . . . . . . 08 19 08 31 . . . . 08 35

Blacktown............................................. arr . 08 01 08 12 . 08 14 . . . 08 22 08 34 . 08 26 . 08 38
dep . 08 03 08 14 . 08 16 . 08 11 . 08 27 08 24 08 36 . 08 28 08 28 . 08 40

Seven Hills............................................. ........ . 08 06 08 17 . 08 19 . 08 13 . . 08 27 08 39 . 08 31 08 30 . 08 43
Toongabbie............................................ ........ . 08 09 08 20 . 08 22 . . . . 08 30 08 42 . 08 34 . . 08 46
Pendle Hill.............................................. ........ . 08 11 08 22 . 08 24 . . . . 08 32 08 44 . 08 36 . . 08 48
Wentworthville....................................... ........ . 08 13 08 24 . 08 26 . . . . 08 34 08 46 . 08 38 . . 08 50
Westmead.............................................. ........ . 08 16 08 27 . 08 29 . 08 17 . . 08 37 08 49 . 08 41 08 34 . 08 53
Parramatta.......................................... arr . 08 18 . . 08 31 . 08 19 . . 08 39 . 08 43 08 36 . 08 55

dep . 08 19 08 30 . 08 32 . 08 20 . 08 37 08 40 08 52 . 08 44 08 37 . 08 56
Harris Park............................................. ........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Merrylands................................. ........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Macarthur................................... ........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Granville............................................... arr . 08 22 08 33 . 08 35 . . . 08 43 08 55 . 08 47 . . 08 59
dep . 08 23 08 34 . 08 36 . 08 22 . . 08 44 08 56 . 08 48 08 39 . 09 00

Clyde...................................................... ........ . 08 23 08 34 . 08 36 . 08 22 . . 08 44 08 56 . 08 48 08 39 . 09 00
Auburn................................................... ........ . 08 25 08 36 . 08 38 . 08 24 . . 08 46 08 58 . 08 50 08 41 . 09 02
Lidcombe.............................................. arr . . . . 08 41 . . . . 08 53 . 00 16

dep . 08 27 08 38 . 08 42 . 08 26 . . 08 48 09 00 . 08 54 08 43 . 09 04
Flemington Freight Jcts.............. ........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Olympic Park..................................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Flemington Freight Jcts.............. ........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Flemington C.S. Junction....................... ........ . 08 28 08 39 . 08 43 . 08 28 . . 08 49 09 01 . 08 55 08 45 . 09 05
Flemington............................................. ........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Homebush.............................................. ........ . . . . . . 08 30 . . . . . 08 47 . .
Strathfield............................................. arr . 08 31 08 42 . 08 46 . 08 31 . 08 51 09 04 . 08 58 08 48 . 09 08

dep . 08 32 08 43 . 08 47 . 08 32 . 08 52 09 05 . 08 59 08 49 . 09 09
Burwood................................................. ........ . 08 34 08 45 . 08 49 . . . 08 54 09 07 . 09 01 . 09 11
Ashfield.................................................. ........ . 08 36 08 47 . 08 51 . 08 35 . . 08 57 09 09 . 09 03 08 52 . 09 13
Illawarra Jct............................................ ........ . 08 42 08 53 . 08 57 . 08 41 . . 09 03 09 15 . 09 09 08 58 . 09 19
Redfern.......................................................... . 08 44 08 55 . 08 59 . 08 43 . . 09 05 09 17 . 09 11 09 00 . 09 21

Box Hill....................................... ........ 07 30 . . . . . . 07 51 . . . . . . . .
Rouse Hill................................... ........ 07 35 . . . . . . 07 56 . . . . . . . .
Mungerie Park............................ ........ 07 39 . . . . . . 08 00 . . . . . . . .
Burns Rd.................................... ........ 07 42 . . . . . . 08 03 . . . . . . . .
Northwest Business Park........... ........ 07 44 . . 08 25 . . . 08 05 . . . 08 55 . . . .
Hills Civic Centre........................ ........ 07 47 . . 08 29 . 08 42 . 08 08 . . . 08 59 . . 09 10 .
Castle Hill.................................. ........ 07 50 . . 08 32 . 08 45 . 08 11 . . . 09 02 . . 09 13 .
Highs Rd.................................... ........ 07 53 . . 08 34 . . 08 14 . . . 09 04 . . .
Koala Park.................................. ........ 07 55 . . 08 36 . . 08 16 . . . 09 06 . . .
Cheltenham................................ ........ 07 59 . . 08 39 . . 08 20 . . . 09 09 . . .
Epping....................................... ........ 08 01 . . 08 41 . . 08 22 . . . 09 11 . . . .
Macquarie University.................. ........ 08 07 . . . . . 08 28 . . . . . . .
Macquarie Park.......................... ........ 08 09 . . . . . 08 30 . . . . . . .
Dehli Rd..................................... ........ 08 11 . . . . . 08 32 . . . . . . .
UTS Kuring-gai........................... ........ 08 14 . . . . . . 08 35 . . . . . . . .
Chatswood................................. ........ 08 19 . . . . . . 08 40 . . . . . . . .
St Leonards................................ ........ 08 24 . . . . . . 08 45 . . . . . . . .
Crows Nest................................. ........ 08 27 . . . . . . 08 48 . . . . . . . .
Victoria Cross............................. ........ 08 30 . . . . . . 08 51 . . . . . . . .
Circular Quay............................. ........ 08 34 . . . . . . 08 55 . . . . . . . .
Martin Place............................... ........ 08 36 . . . . . . 08 57 . . . . . . . .
Park St................................................ 08 38 . . . . . . 08 59 . . . . . . . .

Sydney Terminal........................................... . . . . . . 08 45 . . . . . . 09 00 . .
Central................................................. arr 08 39 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

dep 08 40 08 47 08 58 . 09 02 . . 09 01 . 09 08 09 20 . 09 14 . . 09 24
Town Hall............................................... ........ 08 50 09 01 . 09 05 . . . 09 11 09 23 . 09 17 . . 09 27
Wynyard................................................. ........ 08 53 09 04 . 09 08 . . 09 00 09 14 09 26 . 09 20 . . 09 30
Milsons Point.................................................. 08 56 09 07 . 09 11 . . Shunt 09 17 09 29 . 09 23 . . 09 33
North Sydney........................................ ........ 08 58 09 09 . 09 13 . . 09 19 09 31 . 09 25 . . 09 35

Standard Working Timetable Book 1
Effective from Monday 29 July 2041. Version 3.1 (07 June 2041 14:42:25)

8 car Subn 
X

The Stock-
broker

10 car SD 
Subn A

8 car 
Subn X

8 car Subn 
X

8 car 
Subn M

Loco-
hauled 
vintage 

set 8 car 
Subn X

8 car Subn 
M

Via North 
Strathfield

Bonnyrigg

Via 
Balmain

Via North 
Strathfield

Hoxton 
Park

8 car 
Subn M

8 car Subn 
M

8 car 
Subn M

East Hills 
line

East Hills 
line

Mondays to Fridays

8 car 
Subn X

8 car 
Subn X

10 car SD 
Subn A

12 car W 
set

8 car 
Subn M
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T he green buses of Melbourne – 
Brighton Bus Lines (MBBL) were a 
prominent feature as they plied the 

length of Swanston Street, Melbourne in 
the 1960s. Of course, buses had been 
around in Swanston Street for many years. 
However, in 1954, the various owners of 
the buses then under multiple operation 
grouped together and established the 
MBBL company. It was unusual at that 
time for a private bus operation to traverse 
city streets. Others came close, but termi-
nated at the fringes (Eastern Suburbs Om-
nibus Service to Glenhuntly in Batman 
Avenue, E.P. Walshe to Footscray in Vic-
toria Parade and not far away, Duncan’s 
Green Bus service to Heidelberg at Smith 
Street). 

 The Melbourne – Brighton fleet was also 
unusual for Melbourne. Most private fleets 
had settled upon the ubiquitous Bedford by 
the 1950s and 60s. But the MBBL fleet at 
that time comprised heavier chassis vehi-
cles, the majority being AEC Reliances.  
There were also two unusual (for Mel-
bourne) Daimlers and a rare Tilling-
Stevens. Leyland Royal Tiger Cubs began 
arriving in the 1960s. 

 The Company operated two routes to and 
from the city; North Road (Route 1, with 
night identification – amber lights) and 
Middle Brighton (Route 2, with night iden-
tification – green lights). They shared the 
same path along Swanston Street, St Kilda 
Road and Commercial Road before Route 
2 headed south along Williams Road. 
Route 1 continued east along Malvern 
Road then also turned south, using Orrong 
Road. Much of the catchment area was 
deep in the heart of MMTB tram territory. 
The buses paralleled tram routes until turn-
ing south then crossed the extensive net-
work of east – west tram routes. Despite 
this, and pick-up/set down restrictions 
where in direct competition, the buses 
thrived. Let’s look at the 1960s – the hey-
day? 

  My earliest timetables date from April 
1961.  The weekday service on each route 
provided an almost regular 10 minute fre-
quency during the day as well as peak 
periods before dropping to 15 minutes in 
the evenings. Saturday mornings justified 
levels similar to weekdays but eased to 12 
minute frequencies after the shops shut 
around midday. Sunday services were 

traditional; quiet in the morning (30 min-
ute) but 15 minutes in the afternoon and 20 
minutes in the evening appears very re-
spectable from today’s viewpoint. As was 
often the case, Public Holiday times were 
given in summary form only. 

 My next timetable dates from June 1966. 
There was an introduction to the timetable 
headed “For the information of passen-
gers”. This advised that increased frequen-
cies would be introduced during both the 
morning and afternoon peak periods com-
mencing on 16 June 1966. “For the greater 
convenience of passengers wishing to 
travel from points in St Kilda Road during 
the evening peak period, additional buses 
will commence from a bus stand in Dodds 
Street, South Melbourne, near the corner of 
Nolan Street (at the south end of what is 
now the Arts Centre) and then travel via 
Nolan Street into St Kilda Road, departing 
on Route 1 at 5.07 pm and Route 2 at 5.12 
pm.” In October of that year, two addi-
tional ‘head off’ trips were added, with 
departures from Dodds Street now 4.57pm 
and 5.09pm for Route 1 and 4.52pm and 
5.14pm for Route 2. 

Melbourne-Brighton hey-day 
GEOFF MANN recounts the history of the Melbourne Brighton Bus Lines 
through its timetables from 1966. The first of a series on Melbourne bus 
timetable history. 
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By this time, express running had been 
introduced in peak periods along Swanston 
Street by restricting the number of stops. A 
note in the timetables also advised that 
passengers boarding buses travelling north 
in Swanston Street for destinations on the 
return trip (presumably so they would get a 
seat!), would be charged the maximum 
fare (then 18c). 

 The April 1967 timetable showed 8 depar-

tures from each of the suburban termini 
between 7am and 8am. Including the ‘head 
off’ buses, there were about 18 trips from 
the City in the hour after 4.52pm. As a sign 
of things to come, however, the Saturday 
afternoon frequencies were now 15 min-
utes and most evening and Sunday after-
noon frequencies were extended to 16 and 
18 minutes. 

 The end for MBBL came on the 14 April 

1985 when the route services passed to the 
Metropolitan Transit Authority (The Met) 
and the end of route buses in Swanston 
Street came on 29 October 1989 when 
Routes 601 and 602 (as 1 and 2 had be-
come) were diverted to Queen Street. Op-
eration is now in the hands of Melbourne 
Bus Link. 

 I acknowledge material in Australian Bus 
Panorama published by The Bus and 
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Beware of bicycles 
This here is a page from a LNER General Appendix to the Working 
Time Table from the between the wars period (naturally). How did this 
get past the pointy-heads? More timetable whimsy overleaf. 
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I  make my daily living examining tea 
leaves and the entrails of goats, look-
ing for meaning among them (aka 

medical research, with a bit of psephology 
thrown in on the side). Over 30 or 40 years 
I have learned how to spot a trend hidden 
in the noise– and I see one here. 

The graph below is a plot of performance 
(%age of trains on time) against the timeta-
ble for CityRail’s peak hour train service, 
plotted on a monthly basis from 1999 to 
the present. You don’t have to be a medi-
cal researcher or a psephologist to spot that 
something went horribly wrong in the sec-
ond half of 2003 and that it was somehow 
corrected in the last quarter of 2005. What 
and what? 

 As detailed here previously, the AATTC 
supplied a lot of information to, and did a 
lot of performance analyses for, the Sydney 
Morning Herald in 2004. We said to the 
SMH then that we doubted whether anyone 
knew why timetable performance had sud-
denly collapsed– because all of the reasons 
given by CityRail could be shown to have 
been in existence long before the collapse.  

But there was one item that slipped past 
our attention– or at least was discounted as 
highly unlikely– the advent of data log-
gers, as a result of the McInerney enquiries 
into the Glenbrook and Waterfall smashes. 
Anecdotal evidence had it that the data 
loggers made drivers more cautious and 
less likely to speed. It was said that the 
Working Timetables required over speed-
ing as a matter of course– but this does not 
appear to have been true. Rather the speed-
ing occurred during out of course or late 
running as drivers attempted to make up 
time. After the data-loggers, they stopped 
doing this. All of the timetable defects 
were present before the data-loggers, but 
drivers had the freedom to negate their 
impact on performance by making up 
time– so the general level of performance 
was usually acceptable. After the data-
loggers the faults were laid bare because 
they couldn’t be compensated for by 
speeding. The famous memo, at right, is 
another indicator of how bad performance 
could be compensated for before the data 
loggers arrived.  

It will come as no surprise to you then, that 
the arrow in the graph is placed at the time 
when the data-loggers were introduced. 
The original graph, from a consultants’ 
report shows several other changes that 
occurred in the 1999-2003 period, none of 
them having an impact on timetable per-
formance. 

I’m convinced– are you? 

What then accounts for the improvement? 
The new timetable of course. So what was 
it about the new timetable that removed the 
need for compensatory speeding?  I still 
think nobody knows for sure, but it was 
probably a number of things. These in-
clude: 

Lower train frequency 
Longer dwell times 
Longer journey times 
Fewer cross-sector runs 
Less variability of stopping patterns. 

All of these features contribute to timetable 
stability and the lack of them in the past 
has lead to some woeful disasters– most 
notably those of 1975 and 1996.  

The Sydney Morning Herald, however, is 
yet to be convinced, asserting (more than a 
little contradictorily): Six months after it 
introduced a new timetable to fix massive 
delays on the rail network, CityRail is still 
battling to run trains on time. More than 
half of the weekday peak hour trains were 
late in November, December and Febru-
ary. 

The aim of the timetable was to have 92%
of trains arriving at their destination 

within five minutes of the scheduled time. 
To do this CityRail cut services to improve 
efficiency, slowed travel times and ex-
tended the definition of "on time running" 
by more than a minute. 

However, CityRail did not meet that target 
during November and December, or on 
more than two thirds of the weekdays be-
tween February 1 and yesterday. After-
noon peak hour is the worst, with one in 10 
trains late this month [That’s 90% isn’t 
it?]. Over the entire week, just 82.3% of 
peak hour trains were on time. 

In the four months to the end of December, 
91.5% of trains were on time compared to 
61.7% in 2004. Mr Watkins has asked 
RailCorp to increase its focus on the after-
noon peak hour. 

"CityRail's new timetables are not a cure-
all for reliability because they do not pre-
vent incidents impacting on train services - 
from police operations to signal failures, 
electrical storms to sick passengers," he 
said. 

Judge for yourself from the graph. 

CityRail Performance– did they fix it? 
GEOFF LAMBERT thinks they did. The SMH is not so sure. 
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If Smack-Down and Wrestlemania are not familiar terms to you, then you didn’t grow up in the 
1950s with the likes of Jack Little, Killer (“call me Walter”)  Kowalski and Mario Milano. It is re-
corded that as long ago as 1910, Victorian Railways would put on special trains for boxing 
matches at Festival Hall, where John Wren reigned supreme (and the Wren family still does). 
Wrestling, however, is another matter and this is the first wrestling STN I have seen. Has any-
one got a special train notice for John Wren’s pony races, or a Special Tram Notice for the Ma-
roubra Speedway? 

Timetable Oddity # 10 
They don’t make them like this anymore? I don’t think they ever did– 
quote attributed to KILLER KOWALSKI. 


