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MOONEE PONDS—FOOTSCRAY

_ SUNDAYS
Leaves Moonee Ponds: P.M. 1.15, 30. 45, 2.0, then every 10 mins. to 5.0, 15, 30,
45, 6.0, then every 15 mins. to 11.30. :
Leaves Footscray: P.M. 1.30, 45, 2.0, then every 10 mins. to 4.55, 5.02, 15, 30, 45,
6.0, then every 15 mins. to 11.30. -

WEEK DAYS

Leaves Moonee Ponds: A.M. 6.20, 25, 30, 35, 40, 45, 50, 55, 7.0, 12, 20, 30, 40,
50, 8.0, 10, 20, 30, 40, 50, 9.0, then every 15 mins. to 2 p.m., then every 10 mins.
to 8.0, 15, 30, 45, 9.0, 20, 40, 10.0, 20 445),] 11.0, 15, 30, 45, 12.0 .

Leaves Footscray: A.M. 6.35, 40, 45, 50 7.0, 5,10, 15, 23,27, 33, 40, 50,
8.0, 10, 20, 30, 40, 50, 9.0, 'Hr 15. 30, 4’5, lé.O, then ever\g 15 mins. to 12.45 p.m.
1.0, 15, 30, 45, 2.0, 15, 30, then every 10 mins. to 8.0, 74, 15, 30, 45, 9.0, 20,
40, 10.0, 20, 40, 11.0, 15, 30, 45, 56, 12.0.

- SATURDAYS ' :

Leaves Moonee Ponds: A.M. 6.20, 30, 45, then every 15 mins. to 10 a.m., then
every 10 mins. to 2 p.m., then eyery 15 m'ns. to 4 p.m., then every 10 mins. to
8 p.m. 15, 30, 45, 9.0, 20, 40, 10.0, 20, 40, 11.0, 10, 20, 30, 40, 50, 12.0, 15.
Leaves Footscray: A.M. 632, 45,, 1.0, then eve 15 mins. to 10.30, then eve
10mins. to 2 p.m., 74, 15, 30, 45, 3.0, 15, 30, 45, 4.0, then every 10 mins. to
p.m., 7%, 15, 30, 45,°9.0, 20, 40,710.0, 20, 40, 11.0, then every 10 mins. to 12.30.
Special “fast ‘tables will operate for Moonee V'alley and Flemington races, also for
Trots and any function at Showgrounds. Prams will be carried between 3.30 p.m.
and 6 p.m. week days, Saturdays between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m., and between 4.30
and 5.30 p.m. on race days.
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Moonee Ponds buses! My word yes, that brings back memories, doesn’t it? Many’s the time that Beryl and I took
the last bus home to Humoresque St from the Civic in Mt Alexander Rd- you know it-— it’s ever so grand now as the
Clocktower Centre. It was always a really lovely night’s entertainment. We’re not ones for the pictures as a rule,
but when we do go, we like to see a good bright show. After all, there’s enough unhappiness and sadness in the
world without going to see it in the theatre. The Civic was unique, I might say, because they always had mugs of
steaming hot cocoa and a digestive biscuit waiting when we came out the doors into the foyer. We appreciated
those little touches. They saved us having to light the gas when we got home to make some for ourselves. Mind
you, we had to drink quickly- or else we’d miss that last bus run by kind Mr. Lane.... sometimes he drove the last
bus himself. I often wonder what became of him. We usually called it a day around about 11-ish, as we didn’t want
to make it too late a night. Beryl always has a big wash on her hands on the Monday morning, and I have to be in
town pretty early. Stocktaking and one thing and another. We got back to Humoresque Street about 20 past, and
Beryl and I would go to bed- Sandy Stone.
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Red Top Buses from Strathfield to Hurstville

Jim O’Neil

hen | started to explore Syd-|
ney’s bus services south of the
Harbour in the sixties, Strath-

field was largely government bus terri-
tory—as it still is. However, two private
bus services ran due south, along The
Boulevarde to Enfield Broadway. They did
not share service along The Boulevarde,
however because this was the monopoly of
McVicar’s route 27 to Strathfield. Red Top
Transport Service’s route 34 to Hurstville
operated “first set down Maria Street’,
some distance south of Enfield Broadway,
where the bus ran along Dean Street in
Strathfield South. This restriction was
carried on the buses, but you will find no
trace of it in the timetable. The regular
passengers would know they couldn’t use

the 34 between Strathfield and Enfield, but

casuals, like myself, had to be informed. |

had to go all the way to Maria Street to get |:

a copy of the timetable.

This timetable from Red Top was dated

14th March 1961 (pages 2&4). The basic|.

service on weekdays ran every half hour,

provided by shifts one to three. Shift four |

provides extra service between Ponyarra
Road (on the east side of King George’s
Road, just north of Beverly Hills Station)
and Hurstville, with some services starting
or ending in the north at Lakemba Station.

This additional service runs in the morning | - .
peak and the off-peak period up to 11.23 at | .,

Lakemba. From about half past one, shift

four and a new shift, numbered five, start|

in opposite directions from Lakemba Sta-

tion (not far from the depot at 79 Wangee .-

Street) and supplement the service between
Strathfield and Hurstville, with almost all

buses going via Ponyarra Road in this |-

period. A sixth shift, number six, appears

only once on the main timetable, leaving |

Strathfield at 5.17 and finishing at
Lakemba at 5.35 p.m. After seven o’clock,
the service reverts to half-hourly, provided
by shifts one to three.

Below the main weekday timetable we find |
further buses added, Additional buses run |

from Shorter Avenue (on the west side of
King George’s Road, further north from

Ponyarra Road) to Lakemba station. These | _

do not match the times of buses coming
north from Hurstville. The corresponding
buses south from Lakemba in the evening

peak present a conundrum; the first three |-
times from Lakemba, 4.19, 4.39 and 4.59 P

are each one minute before the Lakemba
timings of buses through from Strathfield

to Hurstville, 4.20, 4,40 and 5.00, which|"::
to show they divert via|.

are marked “sp”,
both Shorter Avenue and Ponyarra Road.
However, not all buses marked “s” are

shown on this list and the last two buses
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run at 5.23 and 6.06, which don’t corre- SATURDAY
spond to any times of buses coming from T - "
Strathfield. It seems that buses ran from .
Lakemba to Shorter Avenue a minute -1 Ei ié ‘h i . b | E:.l. E ¥ E E;. :E
ahead of buses from Strathfield, which i i r.’i ;ﬁ 1 Ji iif gi’i o ik o
must also have diverted to Shorter Avenue, e —— T T T
as the passengers from Strathfield could 1 — - == - = P — — — aled T 7@
not have transferred to the bus running just : = T e 2 & o M - N 4 &
ahead. Finally, there were weekday Indus- - ;;ﬁ ;—; Tk i 74a ::E S0  Am L1} BEE  EX
trial services between Strathfield and 3 A28 B3 ﬂ; s E T ':“H ﬂ g :.f, Eﬂ 23*;
Firths” Box factory and Clifford Loves. ! Eh e O WM R B BE IR oA B
These can be operated by a single bus, i p= —  di3 w8 s E phid 108 1008 alddE . -
which arrives at Strathfield at 5.12 p.m., in T PN WNAE v A ER B EE o R e
time to depart on shift 6’s 5.17 run to I & e d::—: ) "I-I'i I BN NN im alm Ln um
Lakemba. Red Top required seven buses I al03% 1030 M0AR  — JOES Do LM 1130  — 113 1i48 133
then, to run the evening weekday services, ! S iim B ue I8 TN BN 408 o alm o
but only six in the morning. » B LI IR0 1143 ::_: p!nlgl ::;l- E;u -.:pz 13 e

u m
On Saturdays the basic service was again 1 ‘LW R U aw LB h sl 1338 1iss g W e
every half hour, operated by shifts one to N R T T ~ 133w 133 slian 1350 1| 11 1o
three. The intermediate service via Pon- 9 598 13w "E‘E i ]!ﬂ “L'ﬁ P'.H'; !.,'J,E L. '{ﬂ 148 133
yarra Road ran only during Saturday shop- 1 B i Ui b MU IR PN 1N N uM e .
ping hours, but ran north to terminate at i T R T T — T T sal8 330 ; 231 4R 1A3
Lakemba. Each bus took forty eight min- : B ih e M e e BN W AmImoim
utes from Lakemba to return to Lakemba, 1 plSs 380 318 338 3m A BEAD 350 353 443 4ME 433
so shifts four and five alternated to provide I piis 480 413 438 % 43 S0 4% 4f3 443 4ip  om
half-hourly service. On Sundays only three I BB @ i ue Bz = oIy
shifts are required and buses running direct I A3 BmW S48 0 BSE  AOE S0 B3 631 648 6ia
via King George’s Road (marked “k” in | 1 %5 IR 8 ** IR M MN = i I8 In im
the timetable) are quite frequent up to five I phss T TIA TI 3R 13 ST BE B4R B33
o’clock in the afternoon. Thereafter all i M3 i3 A& —  ake M ww sm 2 IH iy o
buses divert via either Ponyarra or Shorter 1 R B 2 8 E ey % g W E e uwn
Avenue. 1 omaoum i wm uR SR em BB un 48 LE 4B
| obtained the next timetable (see page 5) 1 oeplbdh a4 AEs e 1w @ et e
in January 1980. It had been issued by 3 HSE NEed  IRIBemm — - - — =

Cumberland Coaches on the 21st Septem-
ber 1977. Red Top had sold their remain- SUNDATYS, HOUDAYS, GOOD FRIDAY
ing routes by that date to Cumberland )

Coaches, who operated the Parramatta to

£

CHRISTMAS DAY

o e «3 15 i = . i - | ez ol
Eastwood and other services in that area, | - i:- i i £, = i 4 ‘E - j =1 = H 3
as well as in Auburn, and they continued to CR. | ) !ﬂ i % i i ol mom ik
operate from the Wangee Road depot in  em. A A mm e AN  am.  sm  am.  am im
Lakemba in this area. The timetable cov- Tpaep Briad i s 643 688 4 TM L “1.;: n: Q%}
ered both the route 34 and the route 39. I T ® : 4745 TAE 7AW CEL T T 433 AsE  BA3
looked at the 39, along with the 46, in The R R - iR 1R NN IN '3 15 4 ea
Times in September 2000, so | am only 1 B M0 98— T M S — 1l 101 1033
. - .. a 'TEL] .1y R — 0AE LD Gl al0.vl 103 — 19338 1048 &3
showing the timetables for the 34 this time. 3 poAb  shbd 1803 1033 1038 10 s  —  BiB3 a8 1133
Services to Ponyarra Road and to Shorter I ®I03F D lo4s —  lose jlss plA L3 L@ n i
Avenue are still provided, though on a s aless  1N80 1115 — ILE 1;: Elléd 1184 e 1383 131F  1i:
muchdriduced béms. The first are markeg e o 148 — 1158 1308 aiais A% " nm oue an
P, and the second as X, since S is now use . P pMm.

. X S 1 j235 k130 13S0 — 1@ LI 133
for “School Days Only”. These diversions e e e . '
are now covered only in peak hours. The T e uM ome - B IR - R
basic service of every half hour continues o oalds LB LA — ian 108 kg 3 - g 48 1R

. H T 288 218 — FE - | 238 L= m ] 358 xal T8 p o |
during the weekday off-peak and on Satur- i pi1s 230 145 155 354 3@ M0 3N — 3N 3M  i4
day morning. Supplementary service at the 1 kXM e AdE - I B e - R - T S

A = oh 1.30 14K = ] (¥~} . DS & — 413 4 4R L E]

south end of the route has disappeared 5 ERss  Ab  40d = 43 ] ﬂ = m a:.'i: iﬁ
from the timetable, but was still provided ]opiR 4N Ll e I im - s 5w am s en
by the extension of route 39 to Hurstville. 3 sh3% A3 R4 — BB AN .15 = 031 441 g8
1 PSS £.00 AlE L5 a1 4248 P .50 853 .. TAE 1.1

On Saturday afternoon and Sunday morn- 3 a3 430 B4 — &S Ta a1 1M — 13 T T
ings the buses run at three quarter hourly 3 opha 1% N T O N BN Am = M an aw
intervals, requiring two buses, with hourly 5 pAEh B3 N42  ASF RN B gl BN B33 A R G53
i i 3 s R RIS - a3 R sl 48 }E — 18 161 1003
intervals after 5.00 p.m. from Strathfield, | pe3s B30 B4S B34 9SE  I0DE  DIANO i 1893 in4E 1043
allowing early dinner breaks for both 7 AR jAAe BMIS — 13N 03 HBAD IRAE o 118 QLI 1B

: 3 pIndEE 5038 lo4s  JRES  10a3A 1108 pil W 13 159 ali33 - =
shifts. On Sunday afternoons one bus ran T a1086  §IME MR — all3E == — .

3 1138 11 siLAR == - . = = - = —

every hour and a half, with a meal break
between 6.40 and 7.15 at Strathfield. One

major change from the 1961 timetable is
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All pravisus tissisbles Saneslied.

King George’s Road. The timetable is said to be for the

BUS TIMETABLE. E:'::'E::f:., - Routes 34 & 450, but in fact these are the old and new
numbers for the same route. The long bus route needs to

HUUTES 34 AMD 39 be printed over both sides of the timetable to cover the

distance between Strathfield and Hurstville. Ponyarra
CUMEBERLAND EDA CHES Road (marked P) is still served at school hours and in

BTY. LTO. the morning off-peak, but Shorter Avenue (still marked
X) is now served only on school days. In the afternoon

IR 1 AL, ™ ; e
b PG T P WSS eloa there are buses to Shorter Avenue in both directions,

JhicrAosE NUmBLE ?5 Q 1 1BE from Roselands south at 3.07 from Beverly Hills at 3.13.

However, there is no trace of corresponding morning

BGETE b FIRATEFLELS SEATIUS TU BURSTYILLE $TAT{0x ¥La ENFLELE, services. It seems more likely there were School Spe-

ALFLLE, Likinis STATIWE, WoRmArEs Semeid SO, ci.alst.than that the students walked, by the time of the
nineties.

AGUTE 19 GadsdlE TUATUON Te HUMSTVILLE STLTI0N Wii MILFIELD,

N R T T TN TLA AR AGUTH. Punchbowl Bus Company, yet another new operator,
- & EVENT BAT. who had taken over from Canterbury Bus Lines, issued

Aviffd 34 FHVICE AWE1LAEL Lo ¢ A !
ROUTE 39 FEAVECE HOT AVALLABLE JUSDAT oe FUSLIE HOL1OAYS. the last timetable examined here. It was issued on
iy Lataond BMED (8 TINETABLE- 21/12/98 and gives only the route number 450 (see
L v Tla SORTER ARINUN, pp11-12). It includes services on the route 451 (the old
#. . ScaGul a-:; L:I_LT. 39) between Roselands and Hurstville, which divert via

& Apmil. dF s . . y

T ELTENNS Ty AUSELANES GN LATE SSUPFING NIONT. Gloucester Road instead of King George’s Road. | have
W, PEAGTES ATanThE R TiERIFATES YANGER WGAE. H H
b vtk Tia INEARRL 4TS included the southern part of the route map from this

timetable, since the Ponyarra Road loop is marked on it,

SONCEVERUN CARDY MUST BE SHOVR OR FELL FARE RAZD. and Gloucester road and Shorter Avenue can be seen
B T O Ty 1P MU &RE UELY more clearly than on the Canterbury Bus Lines map.
Service to Shorter Avenue has now ceased, but off-peak
L T e ariat i oy ThCkAm service on weekdays is still provided to the Ponyarra
TESDEE UF CUMEECT FAME WOULT BE AFPRECIATED FLELSE. Road loop. There is no longer Thursday nights only
evening service, since buses now run until after nine
COACHES ! xuia swns. AVAILABLE o’clock on all weekday nights.
= & Eadiixfiids .
BUSEg | i da CHARTER
5 DOIMTEE THLIE.
| TO HURSTVILLE- ROUTE 34-TO STRATHFIELD

the inclusion of Roselands as a timing point. The old ﬁ"m‘;" s i e BIr an | e 'n':T tarss B MiED gHAATH
golf club had been replaced by the shopping centre, el [l o
to which all buses ran as a matter of course. Only e s 'E..—"!'!'E"'" 55 88 @B A R
early morning buses passed by Roselands. Even Sun- DD aab - o s i P T 3¢+ i_':i?
daybuses ran there. - - 1..-l_:| . T |TH, | N I:u Ty ?5. Q;FE:. E;_:: :-:I-‘i‘
The next timetable (see pp6-7) gives no indication of hl1 62l 6l AL R BT | TR ;“‘ [ i L
the date of issue, or the operator of the bus. I acquired = £ =2 = = = | hEMEs = = o M
it from Highway Tours in 1987. Highway Tours were 43 63310 TA) TR TR | TR 743 TR N A0 A
based in Wollongong and had taken over a range of L M T e T T | v et ki e 1.1 8.4l
bus services in the central western suburbs. Their D08 Tan T 80 630 | A B BAD A8 B
depot was in Enfield, and the Wangee Road depot TR TSI B B B0 | G0 80 8 08 938 A
ceased to be used by buses. Their timetable is like the . Ny e RN T
Cumberland Coaches one, with similar service inter- T e ey - T O R P Y
vals on weekdays and Saturdays. However, on Sun- R bR BN RN LW | 3 R Q00 204
days, one bus provides the service all day, operating Al AR B g an |l i iog iy
at hour and a half intervals with time for a meal break P e B e g i
around noon. Off peak service to Ponyarra Road has Joda .30 L1280 11-01 1132 110 | 1108 1148 13- ',;; T
resumed, at intervals of two hours or more. The buses IL.40 1150 12.90 12.11 g::igj 127 | 17,18 1.1
are marked P in the Roselands column southbound b0 LB 40 190 1.3 dobe Lab | Lobe
and in the Beverly Hills column northwards. On E:E E;.f ;,53 ':i H; iZE ;-':
weekdays, the buses take five minutes more than the : e = o
hour and a half to return to Hurstville, so they operate - WerMDX LM - -
on the route 68 to Earlwood (taken over by Highways e TE TR el R e
from Blythe’s) to enable service on the route 34 to Ik 1 I8 tRner e
run on a regular half-hourly basis. e L L L
The ownership, and the depot, had changed again by E En i{: 3:: i3 r:;fui o3 | 550
the time of the next timetable (see pp 8-10). Issued by Al 430 %30 3,05 S8 304 | SoenF
Canterbury Bus Lines in May 1995, it was published 13 3 300 sao foswm | s
by Brochure Publishing with adverts surrounding the b R e e e
timetables. | have reprinted here only those adverts R o i BT
on the front cover. The address given for Canterbury il
Bus Lines is a Post Office Box in Lakemba, but the
bus depot was the old Kogarah Bus one on the
Prince’s Highway just north of the intersection with ) T
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TO HURSTVILLE- ROUTE 34-TO STRATHFIELD

STRATH BEL- LAK- ROSE BEV- ARRIVE | DEPART BEV- ROSE LAK- BEL- ARRIVE
FIELD FIELD EMBA LANDS ERLY HURST- | HURST- ERLY LANDS EMBA FIELD STRATH
DEPART HILLS VILLE | VILLE HILLS FIELD
SATURDAYS
a.m a.m 4a.m a.m a.m a.m a.m a.m a.m a.m a.m a.m
- - - - - - - 5 = 7.03 7.12 7.21
- - 6.35 6.42 6.47 6.57 7.00 7.10 7.15 7.23 7T.32 7T.41
- - 7.15 7.23 7.28 7.38 7.40 7.50 7.55 8.03 B8.13 8.23
7.43 7.53 8.0} 8,11 8.17 8.27 8.30 8.40 8.45 8 53 9.03 9.13
- - 8.20 B8.27 8.32 8.42 8.47 8.55 9.05 9.14 9.24 9.34
8.25 8.35 8.45 8.53 9.01 9.11 9.13 9.23 9.35 9.44 9.54 10.04
8.55 9.05 9.15 9.23 9.31 9.41 9.43 9.53 10.05 10,14 10.24 10.34
9.15 9.25 9.35 9.45 9.55 10.05 10.08 10.18 10.35 10.44 10.54 11.04
9.40 9.50 10.00 10.15 10.25 10.35 10.38 10.48 11.05 11.14 11.24 11.34
10.10 10.20 10.30 10.45 10.55 11.05 11.08 11.18 11.35 11.44 11.54 12.04
10.40 10.50 11.00 11.15 11.25 11.35 11.4011.50 12.05 12.14 12.24 12.34
11.10 11.20 11.30 11.45 11.55 12.05 12.10 12.20 12.30 12.40 12.50 1.C0
11.40 11.50 12.00 12.15 12.25 12.35 12.37 12.47 12.52 1.00 - -
12.10 12.20 12.30 12.40 12.47 12.57 1.00 1.09 1.15 1l.22 1.30 1.39
12.40 12.49 12.58 1.05 1.i1 1.20 1.25 1.34 1.40 1.48 1.56 2.04
1.15 1.24 1.33 1.40 1.46 1.55 2.00 2.09 2.15 2.23 2.32 2.40
2.00 2.09 2.18 2.25 2.31 2.40 2.45 2.54 3.00 3.08 3.17 3.26
2.45 2.54 3.03 3.10 3.1€¢ 3.26 3.30 3.39 3.45 3.53 4.02 4.10
3,30 3,30 3,48 131,55 4.01 4.11 4.15 4.24 4.30 4.38 4.47 4.56
4.15 4.24 4.33 4,40 4.46 4.56 5.00 5.09 5.15 5.23 5.32 5.41
5.00 5.09 5.18 5.25 5.31 5.41 5.45 5.54 6.00 6,08 6.17 6.25
6.00 6.09 6.18 6,25 6.30 6.40 6.45 6.54 7,00 7.08 7.17 7.25
7.00 7.09 7.18 .25 7.30 7.40 7.45 7.54 8,00 8.08

SUNDAY AND PUBLIC HOLYDAY TIMETABLE FROM 2ND SEPT,1979.
TO HURSTVILLE-ROUTE 34-TO STRATHFIELD

STRATH BEL- LAK- ROSE BEV- ARRIVE| DEPART BEV- ROSE LAK- BEL- ARRIVE
FIELD FIELD EMBA LANDS ERLY HURST-'| HURST- ERLY LANDS MDA FlELD OTRATH
DEPART HILLS VILLE | VILLE HILLS FIELD
SUNDAYS & HOLIDAYS
a.n a.o a.m a.n0 a.n a.m a.m a.o a.0 a.m a.m a.m
- - - - - - KGR & Canary-8.10 8.15 8.22 8.29
e = 8.0 8,10 8.18 8.27 8.30 8.38 8,45 B8.54 9.02 9.10
8.0 8.39 8.48 8,55 9.01 9.10 9.15 9.24 9.30 9.38 9.46 9.55
9.15 9.24 9.33 9.45 9,5C 9.58 10,00 10.09 10,1510.24 10.32 10.40
10.00 10.09 10.17 10.2510.31 10.40 10.45 10.54 11.0011.09 11.17 11.25
10.45 10.54 11.03 11.1011.16 11.25 p.m .0 p.m p.m Pp.o p.Q0
p.0 p.m p.@ p.m p.m  p.O 12.00 15.09 12.1512.24 12.32 12.40
12.00 12.09 12.18 12.2512.31 12.40 | 12.45 12.54 1.00 1.10 1.19 1.27
12.45 12.54 1.03) 1.10 1.17 1.27 1.30 1.39 1.45 1.55 2.04 2.12
1.30 1.39 1.48
2.15 2.24 2.33) 2.40 2.47 2.57 3.00 3.09 3.15 3.25 3.34 3.42
3.45 3.54 4.03 4.10 4.17 4.27 4.30 4.39 4.45 4.55 5.04 5.12
5.15 5.24 5.3} 5,49 5.46 5.55 6.00 6.09 619 6.24 6.32 6.40
7.15 7.24 7.33 9,40 7.46 7.55 8.00 8.09 8,15 8.23
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Hurstville to Strathfield

Chparate’ 15 minwbes der on Thursday nighls,
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CANTERBURY BUS LINES

?.0.B0K 318,
LAKEMBA 2195

TELEPHONE: 546 6411

Strathfield

Aume +SIMMONS
REAL ESTATE

SALES - AUCTIONS
PROPERTY & STRATA

MANAGEMENT

Ph: 746 2111 Fax: 746 2051

29 The Boulevarde, Strathfield

g

DIRECT FROM )\
THE IMPORTER g

DINING & LOUNGE SUITES.

MY A~ T TAR O REOIANRA LIRS
vourrce II"\DLEO DELURUVIVE FURNIT Ur‘C

BEDHEADS, MIRRORS, GLORY BOXES,

=

SCREENS. CANE BLINDS, CANE BARS, STOOLS & PRAMS

)‘
) LINEN BASKETS, LAMPSHADES, CANE BOOKCASES,
CANE REPAIRS & CUSHION RE-COVERING m
i!

5805283
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Hurstville to Strathfield Strathfield to Hurstville
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Explnatsisi:

P - Bus nuns via Poeyama Road Loop R - Staris ol Regin Cosk Schog

5 - Bus Fure on Schodl Dars Only T - Termenases Fare

X - Bus Rura wi Thoner Ave Loop on Schood Days Oy

An early Strathfield bus— Picture Australia
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Hurstville to Strathfield Strathfield to Hurstville
y 3 2| 2 y
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ol oI 4 0 <0 [ax%) m [i4 oI <I
SATURDAYS
Mornings Mornings
: : 7.30 7.25 7.44
7.00 7.09 7.14 7.22 7.32 7.42 7.45 7.55 8.05 8.13 8.19 8.28
7.45 7.54 8.00 8.08 8.18 8.27 8.30 8.40 8.50 8.58 9.04 9.13
8.30 8.39 8.45 8.54 9.02 9.12 9.15 9.25 9.35 9.43 9.49 9.58
9.00 9.09 9.15 9.23 932 942 9.45 955 1005 1013 10.19 10.28
9.25 9.34 9.40 9.48 9.57 10.07} 10.10 1020 1030 1038 10.44 - 10.53
10.00 10.09 10.15 1023 10.32 1042 1045 1055 1105 1113 1119 11.28
10.30 10.39 10.45 1053 110z ii.d2y 1120 1130 1140 1148 1153 1202
11.00 1109 1115 1123 1132 11.42] 1150 1200 1210 1218 1223 1232
11.30 1139 1145 1153 1202 1212 Afternoons
Afternoons 1220 1230 1240 1248 1253 1.02
1210 1219 1225 1233 1242 1252] 1255 1.05 1.15 1.23 1.28 1.37
1240 1249 1255 1.03 1.12 1.22 1.25 1.35 1.45 153 1.58 2.07
1.10 1.19 1.25 1.33 1.42 1.52 1.55 2.05 215 223 228 2.37
2.10 219 2.25 2.33 2.42 2.52 2.55 3.05 3.15 323 328 3.37
2.55 3.04 3.10 3.18 3.27 3.37 3.40 3.50 4.00 4.08 413 4.22
3.40 3.49 4.05 413 4.22 4.32 4.33 443 4.52 5.02 5.08 517
425 434 4.40 4.48 457 5.07 5.10 520 530 5.38 5.43 5.52
5.55 6.04 6.10 6.18 6.27 6.36 6.38 6.47 6.56 7.04 7.09 7.17
SUNDAYS AND HOLIDAYS
Mornings Mornings
8.10 8.19 8.24 8.31 8.40 8.49 8.50 8.59 9.08 9.15 9.20 9.28
9.30 9.39 9.44 951 1000 1009 1015 1024 1033 1040 1045 1054
1100 1109 11.14 1121 1130 1139 1145 1154 1203 1210 1215 1224
Afternoons Afternoons”
1.15 1.24 1.29 1.37 1.46 1.55 2.00 2.09 2.18 225 2.30 2.39
2.45 2.54 2.59 3.07 3.16 3.25 3.30 3.39 3.48 3.55 4.00 4.09
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They’re Racing

GEOFF MANN

The horses were not the only horse-
power galloping in the Flemington
area on race days. The Moonee
Ponds - Footscray bus timetable repro-
duced in the Ruskin All-about Footscray
booklet circa 1952 (cover page) clearly
states that special fast tables will operate
for Moonee Valley and Flemington races,
also for Trots and any function at Show-
grounds. | think the bus operator really
meant that a more frequent timetable
would operate. Unfortunately, I do not
have any details of services on race days,
but I do have a photo of three buses trying
to squeeze onto the bus rank at Moonee
Ponds on Melbourne Show Day holiday in
1965 (photo, cover page).

One has to assume that the timetable repro-
duced is for today’s route 404, the service
via Newmarket. For there were three
routes (including the tram) between
Footscray and Moonee Ponds, and all still
exist. The 404 is the most direct however.

Note that the peak week day 5 minute ser-
vice frequency commenced immediately
from the first bus leaving Moonee Ponds at
6.20 A.M. Patronage must have been high
carrying workers to and from the various
industrial and manufacturing concerns in
the locality. The route traversed mainly
residential areas in the northern portion
then passed by the long gone Ascot Race-
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course, the extensive Newmarket livestock
saleyards, Flemington Racecourse, abat-
toirs and glue factories before turning west
and south to Footscray.

Note also the half minute timings — a rarity
in bus timetables. The Saturday night peak
after 11.0 P.M. extended to 12.30 A.M.
The lack of a Sunday morning service was
common at the time, although | would
have thought some of the industries would
have employed Sunday shifts.

Running times appear to be 15 minutes in
each direction although this seems tight
given that a round trip today is allowed 40
minutes.

There appears to be an error in the pram
carriage conditions. | assume it should
have read that prams would not be carried
during the periods listed.

Graeme Cleak, in his Short History of Mel-
bourne Bus Routes (Fleetline magazine
November 1984) states that the route was
apparently served in the early days by
‘Motor Cabs’, 7 seaters or less, one of the
owners in 1929 being J. Sitch. An MMTB
bus service ran from 6/12/36 till 9/12/40. It
was immediately replaced by Private
Route 36 (presumably to divert MMTB
vehicles to other war time services). By
1952 the operator was Lane’s Bus Service.
The route was renumbered to 404 in 1971.

Route 404, currently operated by Sita Bus
Lines which took over the route on
24/11/80, is a shadow of its former self.
Most of the industries that employed so
many have gone, as have the Newmarket
Saleyards, replaced by high density resi-
dential development on the south east side
of Smithfield Road. Lack of planning for
public transport resulted in an internal road
layout unsuitable for buses and little pa-
tronage has resulted from the redevelop-
ment now skirted by the route. Today, the
service frequency is 20 minutes during
weekday peaks with a 40 minute (one bus)
off peak and Saturday morning.

Oddly, there was another bus route that
claimed to provide a faster service at times.
This was the Essendon Station to Nimmo
Street service. The operator was Frank
Deveson, a very friendly man to young
enthusiasts (as we then were), who had a
typically (for the time) small but varied
fleet of buses. | have attached the timetable
commencing 15th July 1953 (ppl4-15),
one of the earliest in my collection and still
in mint condition. Under the timetable for
Saturday only, there is the note: FOOT-
BALL (the route was not far from the Es-
sendon Football Ground); OR BY AR-
RANGEMENT - FASTER SERVICE. If
you stayed down at the local for one too
many, could you arrange a faster service to

Moonee Ponds
— East Keilor

vid M kEdne
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get you home on time? Again, | am sure a
more frequent service was the intention. It
would be interesting to learn what arrange-
ments resulted in changed frequencies.

Referring to Graeme Cleak’s invaluable
short histories, this was another original
route of 1925 as 16A Essendon — Braemar.
In 2/1937 the operator was T. Lee. Later
on it was Essendon — Nimmo Street; op-
erator R. Thompson who sold the run to F.
Deveson in March 1952. An extension to
Hoffman’s Road was made in 7/1958, then
through to Niddrie in 1/1962. The route
was renumbered 463 in 1971. In 4/1976 it
was linked with 461 to form Essendon —
Niddrie — Westfield Shops. The route was
sold to Kastoria Bus Lines on 26/10/1979.

My 1946 Morgan’s Street Directory shows
a turning loop utilizing part of Braemar
Street and Roberts Street (near Hedder-

wick Street). Nimmo Street was two
blocks to the west (just beyond Cooper
Street). Presumably, housing development
had taken place in this area. The route was
very short as Nimmo Street is only 2 kilo-
metres in a direct line from Essendon Sta-
tion. In the 1953 timetable, it appears that
one bus sufficed for off-peak periods with
two being required for the peaks on Mon-
day to Friday and Saturday mornings. Note
that an extra late night trip at 12-20 (I as-
sume a.m.) was made on Thursday, Friday
only.

By the 1970s, when the route had extended
north of Keilor Road to Airport West, peak
hour services were still quite frequent,
being mainly short workings to Hoffmans
Road, a little further west from Nimmo
Street and still only 10 minutes running
time from Essendon Station. Daytime fre-

quencies had dropped to 35 minutes and all
trips extended to Marshall Road, Airport
West (two buses on a return trip of 70
minutes) .

Following the takeover by Kastoria Bus
Lines, a complete re-jigging of the route
took place by dropping the northern Air-
port West portion and instead continuing
west and south in a large loop around
Keilor East (see map, p16). The route also
now commenced at Moonee Ponds, a more
thriving retail centre. The running time
became 40 minutes each way. Today, as
route 475, the weekday off-peak and Satur-
day morning frequency is 40 minutes im-
proving to 20 minutes in peak periods.

The blue Volgren bodied Mercedes of
Kastoria are a far cry from the lovely
eclectic mix of the fawn Deveson fleet.

Leave Leave
Nimmo Street Essendon Station
SUNDAY
pm rm
1 | 00-20-40 1 | 10-80-50
2 | 00-20-40 9 | 10-80-50
3 | 00-20-40 3 | 10-80-50
4 | 00-20-40 4 | 10-80-50
5 | 00-20-40 5 | 10-80-50
6 00-20-40 6 10-80-50
7 | 00-20-40 7 | 16-30-3¢
8 | 00-20-40 8 | 10-80-50
9 | 00-20-40 9 | 10-80-50
10 | 00-20-40 10 | 10-80-50
11 | oo-20 11 | 10-80

HOLIDAY TIME TABLE
Nimmo Street: 1st Bus 8 a.m. then 20 min.

until 11.50

Essendon Station: 1st Bus 8.10 a.m. then
20 min, unFil 12.00 p.m,

DEVESON’S
BUS SERVICE

ESSENDON STATION
NIMMO STREET

TIME TABLE

Commences 15th July

1953

WE WISH TO CO-OPERATE

FOR SUGGESTIONS, COMPLAINTS
LOST PROPERTY, ETC.

Ring FF 8982
AFTER HOURS: FF 8706

Essendon Gazetie Print

DEVESON’S BUS & COACHES
FOR HIRE
PICNIC PARTIES, WEEK-END

TRIPS, DAY TRIPS, SCHOOL
WORK, ETC.

Phone: FF 8982
(After Hours: FF 8706)
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Leave
Nimmo Street

Leave

Essendon Station

Leave
Nimmo Street

Leave

Essendon Station

MONDAY TO FRIDAY

SATURDAY ONLY

am am am am
6 | 27-47-56 6 | 40-59 6 | 27-47 6 | 39
7 | 07-15-28-40-30 7 | 09-19-34-42-53-59 7 | 10-30-50 7 | 00-20-40
8 | 00-08-22-26-40-50| 8 | 10-20-82-40-50 8 | 00-10-20-80-40-50| 8 | 00-10-20-30-40-50
9 | 00-10-30-50 9 | 00-20-40 g | 06-i0-20-80-40-50] § | 00-10-26-86-40-50
10 | 10-30-30 10 | 00-20-40 10 | 00-10-20-30-40-50 |10 | 00-10-20-80-40-50
11 | 10-80-50 11 | 00-20-40 11 | 00-10-20-30-40-50{11 | 00-10-20-30-40-30
pm pm pm pm
12 | 10-30-50 12 | 00-20-40 12 | 00-10-20-80-40-50{12 | 00-10-20-30-40-50
1 | 10-80-50 1 | 00-20-40 1 | 00-10-20-40 1 | 00-10-30-50
2 | 10-30-50 2 | 00-20-40 2 | 00-20-40 2 | 10-80-50
3 | 00-10-20-30-20-50| 3 | 00-10-20-30-40-50 3 | 00-20-40 3 | 10-80-50
4 | 00-10-20-30-40-50 | 4 | 00-10-20-33-40-35 4 | 00-20-40 4 | 10-30-50
5 | 05-17-80-40-50 5 | 05-20-28-35-42-50 5 | 00-Z0-i0 5 | 10-80-50
6 | 00-15-30-40-50 6 | 05-16-30-40-50 6 | 00-20-40 6 | 10-30-50
7 | 00-10-20-30-50 7 | 00-10-20-40 7 | 00-20-40 7 | 10-80-50
8 | 10-30-50 8 | 00-20-40 8 | 00-20-40 8 | 10-30-50
9 | 10-30-50 9.| 00-20-40 9 | 00-20-40 9 | 10-80-50
10 | 10-30-50 10 | 00-20-40 10 | oo0-20-40 10 | 10-80-50
11 | 10-30-50 11 | 00-20-40 11 | 00-20-40 11 | 10-30-50
| 12 | 00 12 | 00-15 12 | 10-25

Thursday, Friday only

12-10 p.m.

Thursday, Friday only

12-20 p.m.

FOOTBALL; OR BY ARRANGEMENT ~—
FASTER SERVICE.

BUSES FROM NIMMO STREET LEAVE CORNER OF WOOLLEY AND McCRACKEN

STREKTS 4 MINUTES LATER — LINCOLN ROAD AND FLORENCE STREET

5 MINUTES LATER. ,

CONNECTS WITH BUS TO PUCKLE STREET AND STRATHMORE,
LEAVING FROM EAST SIDE OF ESSENDON STATION

ROUTE 404

Footscray - Moonee Ponds

via

Newmarket

Description of route.
Route 404: From Footscray to Moones Ponds:

Rowte $04: From Moonss F‘tlm!_:_ 1 I'-clul:-:_r.:y:

Passongers please noter

Time points

Footscray

Howmarket - { T
1 Maoones Ponds - Moones

Saturday

Fewtiaray is Mesnss Peagh

Myaman Fesds te Pepnoeny

EFFECTIVE DATE MOMDAY, 28 MARCH, 1988.

Themf‘-t

For furthser Informatien please contact: The Mal Cusbemer Services o8 617 0900,

Monday to Friday

Fawlsiray 1n Masase Py

Meooses Posds 18 Fegtsiray

Christmas Holiday Weekdays

Foatvcray s Mecads P

Mecaes Frads ta Fostscray
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Monday to Friday
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The user’s voice in the timetable dialogue

GEOFF MANN

ear Geoff

The article in February and March

The Times on “The users’ voice in
the timetable dialogue” was most interest-
ing and it is pleasing to sight evidence of
academic research. However, | question
the veracity of the assertion that users have
great difficulty understanding information
presented in tabular form as a two-
dimensional matrix (Bartram, 1984; Horne
et al 1986). No detail of the research un-
dertaken is provided. Given that this form
of presentation is in common use interna-
tionally, and has been for some time (no
pun intended) then generations of transport
providers throughout the world must have
got it terribly wrong, and must have disre-
garded the confusion imposed on millions
of users. 1 am glad I do not have to strug-
gle with a 10" century monastic text time-
table (shown in Fig.1) — it looks like a
severe case of wagon wheel wobble.

In the commonly used format of timing
points in the vertical and trips listed hori-
zontally, a user needs to ‘scroll” down once
only — to locate the appropriate departure
point (and if so desired, to check the desti-
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nation. Then all that is required is a hori-
zontal reading of the possible journeys
available.

I am of the view that the weakest aspect of
bus timetables is the insufficient number of
departure timing points. An increasing
number show timing points 15 to 20 min-
utes apart (particularly in Melbourne), due
in part to the lengthening of routes and the
failure to use timetable page space effec-
tively. Most users would have little knowl-
edge of running times and thus the depar-
ture time for intermediate locations is sim-
ply guesswork. 1, as a practised user, have
this difficulty. The diagrammatic route
maps now provided under the Metlink
format are often so distorted as to be in-
comprehensible.

Imagine if suburban train timetables listed
only selected timing points 15 to 20 min-
utes apart. This is what the average bus
timetable looks like.

Examples: Glen Waverley 00 00, East
Malvern 00 12, Burnley 00 27 or Hornsby
00 00, Chatswood 00 23, North Sydney 00
37.

Bus operators may argue that running
times vary due to traffic conditions. That is
so, but is a poor excuse. A rider in the
timetable could clearly state that times are
subject to some variation. Perhaps major
timing points could be shown bold where
buses will not depart ahead of time, with
an increased number of intermediate points
shown with approximate times in italics.

Bus services are very often touted as being
unreliable. Maybe one reason is the diffi-
culty outlined above, together with the all
too prevalent lack of coordination with
other modes (usually thrown in the too-
hard basket). Public transport providers
and managers need to work harder by plac-
ing themselves in the users’ situation. How
many transport bureaucrats and bus opera-
tors undertake journeys into unfamiliar
territory using public transport? Perhaps
accreditation should include a journey
from C to D via E using timetables from
another organization, or time out of the
office observing and experiencing the
plight of the public transport user.

Yours,
Geoff Mann
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