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Sweating the Assets

JiIM WELLS

re railways good at making the
most of the assets they have?
If the example of the Victorian

Railways (VR) in the early 1960’s is any
guide, not very.

The story begins with No 33, the morning
train from Melbourne up the North East
line to Albury on the NSW border. Here is
the 1960 working time table for the last
part of the journey (bottom, right).

Of interest are the times for Wodonga, the
large Victorian sister town to Albury; ar-
rive 1.40 pm, depart 1.55, i.e. a 15 min
dwell very close to the train’s final destina-
tion.

The reason is a cross with No 72 which is
this train’s sister return to Melbourne due
out of Albury at 1.45 pm.

Crossings of passenger trains at single
platform stations where both have to do
coaching business is always messy. No 33
would, if on time, arrive first, do coaching
business, set back and then draw forward
into no 2 road. It helped that the station
was interlocked. One wonders how the
platform staff coped with passengers want-
ing to catch the train which had already left
but was still physically at the station.

Notice the little black symbol beside the
1.55 time and the explanation underneath.
This says that No 33 may depart at 1.41
pm and is a reference to what the VR
called ‘wall sheet’ or public times. If the
public timetable was to believed No 33
was allowed 29 minutes to traverse the 3.5
miles to Albury or 7.2 mph — slow indeed.

This was done to prevent undue delays
when crossings occurred out of course. No
33 was only allowed one minute at
Wodonga — hardly long enough to do
coaching business.

But the point of our story is that No 72 was
formed by the cars off No 33 the previous
day, i.e. the cars were out of revenue earn-
ing service for almost 24 hours. They
weren’t idle all this time; the train would
run back to Wodonga and be stabled there
together with the “Spirit of Progress” and
“Albury Express” trains. So the VR was
achieving very poor utilization of the as-
sets concerned. No airline would ever have
tolerated this situation.

No 72’s time table.appears on the next
page.

No 72 also had wall sheet times in case No
33 was late, far more likely than it being

late. Again, only one minute was allowed
at Wodonga.

Until about 1960 this sort of situation did-
n’t matter too much. The VR was quite
good at turning around locomotives. The
timetable has the loco off No 33 working
back to Melbourne on No 84 Fast Goods
ex Albury at 3.20 pm, a layover of 70 min-
utes. Fast basically meant limited enroute
shunts and a high degree of priority. It
wasn’t due into Melbourne Yard until
11.45 pm but the Sunshine time, only a
few miles from its destination, was 10.07
pm.

Also the utilization of the rolling stock
would not have been too critical when the
train only had wooden cars — E’s, W’s and
perhaps the occasional PL at busy times.
These were all quite old and the VR had
plenty of them evidenced by their ability to
run many extra services at holiday times.

But by about 1960 these trains would have
been equipped with two blue air condi-
tioned cars — indeed it appears that Z’s
were rostered — the latest and best, saloon
accommodation with reversible seating and
Commonwealth bogies. VR’s practice at
the time, unlike NSWGR’s, was to equip
air conditioned cars with axle belt driven

power supply so that they could operate in
one’s or two’s (any number you liked) and
jointly with non air conditioned cars. A
typical consist from the rear of a VR main
line train of the era was a van, a first class
air con car, a second class one, and one or
more wooden car(s). It was common prac-
tice to detach one or two cars at key sta-
tions such as Bendigo or Ballarat.

The air conditioned cars were expensive.
In today’s terms an equivalent vehicle
costs about three to four million dollars
(much more if allowance is made for pro-
pulsion), which is about five times the cost
of a road coach. It’s far cheaper than a
Boeing 737 aircraft but the latter can carry
about three times as many passengers and
travel far further in a day.

The relativities may have been different in
the 1960°s but even so, the VR should
have been making full use of its air condi-
tioned cars to ensure that as many as possi-
ble of their country passengers could bene-
fit from them. And benefit they did, not
just air temperature and lack of dust,
smoke etc but quietness and, specially with
the Z cars, ride comfort.

In the VR’s defence one might say that
distances were relatively short and that

Down. MELBOURNE-SEYMOUR-WODONGA-ALBURY—Passeng
1 31 33
PASS. | “THE PASS,
Miles DAILY | DAY- MON. TO 8AT.
BTATIONS. SUN. INC. | LIGHT”
MON. TO
SAT
ll AM, | AM, AM,
arr. 11 41
121} | BENALLA ES W ... { il e Lo
1274 | Winton N C
P.M,
186 | Glenrowan BS ... .. .. ... 10 51% 12 5%
144} | Alumatta ES N C (See note, page 12) ... |
arr. 12 20
1454 | WANGARATTA ES W ... I —
dep.| ... 10 59°" & 12 35
140 | Bowser O ES (See note, page 12) ..| ... 11 4* | 12 4058
160 | Springhurst E 8 11 14*-5 12 58——8
1684 Chiltern E § 11 22*—@ 1 11_~——a
174 | Barnawartha O ES 11 27* 121 &
v arr.| ... w1 | 1 40§
187 | WODONGA ES WG w3 dep.| 715 ‘n:m- | 1550
187} | Wodonga Coal Siding ES NC b e |
(See note, &ngo 12) |
1804 | Caltex Siding NC... .. -
arr| 7 26 1150 g | 2 10
s —= | A
| ALBURY MAIL
! i | WED. | THUR. |MON.FRI
190} | ALBURY (NS.W.) ES W , . . SAT.
| P, P.M. P.M. P.M,
dep. 12 &5 3 35 4 20 5 25
THUR. FRI. [NEXT DAY|
| AM. AM. AM,
589] | SYDNEY (N.8.W.) ... arr.| .. 025 | 5 563 72 | 72E |
[ v | & | = | & | —
I |

® No. 33 may depart Wodonga 1.41 p.m.
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getting three trips a day out of the cars was
not always possible.

There were also some operational aspects
to bear in mind. Connections were pro-
vided at Albury with the NSW Albury
Mail. But with the advent of the Daylight
service only passengers travelling to road-
side stations in Victoria would have found
this attractive. There may also have been
the matter of the Tallangatta branch con-
nection at Wodonga.

By 1967 the problem was fixed. No 33
now left Melbourne at 8.30 am but with
fewer stops was into Wodonga at 1.18pm
and Albury at 1.35pm Turnaround at Al-
bury to form No 72 was quite long because
the van had to be shunted to the other end.
(? — also the non air con cars — perhaps the
train was fully reversed at Wodonga as
was done for the Sprit of Progress). De-
parture was at 3.10 pm for an 8.10 pm
(Mo-Fr) arrival at Melbourne — only sev-
enty minutes later than in 1960. There
were still 15 min refreshment stops at Sey-
mour in both directions despite the train
having a mini buffet.

In the 1980’s the timetable was reorgan-
ised again so that the train working the
down morning service could return to Mel-
bourne in the afternoon in time to run the
evening service back to Albury. Turn-
arounds were much quicker. In November
2000 VR’s Albury services were time-
tabled for 3hr 30min trips, which compares
very favourably with the “Spirit of Pro-
gress” non stop allowance of 3hr 50min.

Here’s a flashback for you. In 1915 the VR
did run Albury on an out and back in the
day basis but at the inconvenience of a
very early departure from Melbourne (6.15
am) and a very late arrival back (11.08 pm)
— per Bradshaw’s Guide.

But back to the 1960°s. A very similar
situation to the Albury one existed with the
‘Serviceton’ service on the main western
line to the SA border town. The distance
was 287 miles which would be difficult to
work on a morning out, afternoon back
basis although NSW achieves it over this
distance with the Dubbo XPT on a quite
slow track over the Blue Mountains and
Central Tablelands.

Certainly from at least 1954 and probably
much earlier the VR ran the service in two
components — a locomotive hauled passen-
ger train to Horsham or Dimboola and then
a rail car to Serviceton. The problem was
that the VR couldn’t even achieve out and
back for the passenger trains — in 1966 the
pass went to Dimboola. The down crossed
the up train at Murtoa some 40 miles from
Dimboola and 185 miles from Melbourne.
The eventual fix was to accelerate the pas-
senger trains and do the ‘meet’ at Hor-
sham, which is between Murtoa and Dim-
boola.

(Swan Hill was also a problem for the VR.
In the 1960°s the train ran as an extension
off the morning Bendigo train and reached
Swan Hill around 2.30 — 3.00 pm. The
train was not then in service until after 8
am next day.

One thing the VR could have done to get
better utilization would have been compos-
ite cars, i.e. cars with both first and second
class accommodations. They did have
several compartment cars (S’s) so config-
ured but these were used as ‘roadside’ cars
on interstate trains. A strong case could be
made for running the morning Bendigo
service with two composite air con cars,
only one of which would continue to Swan
Hill.

Indeed there was a lot of running with very

low load factors. This was also an issue in
NSW where the 8 car RUB sets running to
Griffith or Grafton would be almost empty
for the last part of their substantial jour-
neys.

Today NSW CountryLink achieves out-
standing utilization with acceptable reli-
ability. The ‘country’ turnarounds for the
XPT’s are short, except for Grafton, and
even in Sydney snappy work is needed.
For example the Grafton train arrives Syd-
ney at 4.38 pm, works to Sydenham for
servicing in readiness to run the 8.40 pm to
Melbourne.

The author thanks Geoff Lambert for the
supply of some source material and lan
Brady for his helpful comments.

Up. AL‘IUIIT—WMHEA—IEWGHR—HEIJ
60 12
Empty
Carriages Mail
STATIONE. Mon.to Sat.| Sun., Tee.,
Miles Thur,, Fri.
P.M. P.M, |
— | BYDNEY (NS.W.) .. dep. | o 6oy
Mon., Wed.
Fri., 8at.
AN,
arr.| ' ——E 11 31
389 ? | . PASS.
i | ALBURY (N.8.W. ES | 2 Mon.to Sat.
Albury dep.! 12 30 L
ury - 45
l | Caltex SBiding NC ...
2} | Wodonga Coal Siding ESNC
(See note, page 12)
arr., 12 40 1 58
3 | WODONGA ES WG | —_ —a
dep. I |1 58 @
16 i e
% | Barnawartha 0 ES ... dey. . 2 148
o9 & arr. Ak
Chiltern ES ... ... don 2.
30 i A il |
i Bpringhurst E 8 o ml : 234
& Ma. T mav deoart Wodones 1.54 om. Bamawsrths 210 nm .

4 The Times November 2009



Under the Jacarandas- Grafton's Bus Services Over
the Last Forty Years

by HILAIRE FRASER

rafton is located on the Pacific
G Highway 635km north of Sydney

and has a population of 17,000
people. It is situated on the Clarence River
one of many rivers that give the Far North
Coast Region of New South Wales the
name The Northern Rivers. Grafton centres
a timber and beef region, with sugar cane
being grown downstream. Grafton has four
High Schools, an Anglican Cathedral and
is the main administrative centre for Cla-
rence Valley. It is known for its streets
lined by Jacarandas, which have given
their name to the city's Jacaranda Festival,
one of the oldest community festivals in
Australia. South Grafton on the south side
of the river is the site for the Grafton City
Railway station and was a District Office
for the New South Wales Government
Railways, now an administration centre for
Pacific National. Like Lismore, Grafton's
population has been static for many years
as people prefer to live on the coast. By
2030 its population is expected to decline.
However nearby "suburbs" (such as Junc-
tion Hill - population 1500) outside the

city boundaries, are growing. Also,
strangely, even though the population of
the city itself is declining, the number of
houses being built is increasing, because of
progressively reducing household size.

Prior to January 1972 the Grafton Bus
Company operated four hourly services
Mondays to Fridays and Saturday morn-
ings from Grafton City Centre to West-
lawn (Anti-clockwise) and Dovedale on
the north, and to (South Grafton) Hill via
Armidale St and Hill via Hawthorne St on
the south side of the river. In addition there
was a two-hourly service to South Grafton
Shops (Skinner St) and Ryan St (Gwydir
Highway, South Grafton).

Westlawn is situated to the north of the
city centre and Westlawn services usually
operated an anti-clockwise loop designated
"Westlawn via Hospital". Occasional
clockwise loops were designated "Hospital
via Westlawn".

Dovedale was situated along the banks of
the Clarence River. Dovedale buses de-

Routes
= 374/A/B, 375A/B, 376 & 377

To Junction Hill
see inset
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374

ey Grafton City - Westlawn via Grafton Base Hospital

376

Route Diversionsfor 374

374A - From Market Square (1) Fitzroy St, Bent St, (R) Through St,

i) Skinrer St, (L) Ryan St, (L) Wharf St, (R} Spring St, R} Bligh St,

L) Ryan St, (Ry Armidale Rd, (R} Maxwell Av, (R} Bent St, (L) Cambridge St,

R} Bl

374B - From Market Scuare (L} Fitzroy St, Bent St, (R) Through St,

i) Skinner St, (L) Ryan St, (R) Federation St. (R) Cambridge St,

L) Hawthorne St, (R} George St, (L) Armidale Rd, (R) Ellem St,

L) Margaret Cr, (L) Fitzgerald St, (L) Bent St, (R} RobertsDr,

i} Blanche Pde, Ry McFarlane St, () Johnson St, (R Tyson St, (L) Bent St,
L) Spring St, (L} Bligh St, (R) Ryan St, (R} Skinner St, (R} Through St,

{L) Bent St then as per Route 374 to Prince St (NAB).

Route Diversion for 3754

375B - From Prince St{NAB), (L) Fitzroy St, (R} King St, (R} Pound St,

i} Prince St, (L) Bacon St, (R) Cranworth St, {) Oliver St, (R) Jackshon Av,
L) Fry St, (R) Orara St, (R} Dobie St, (L) Milton St, (R) Powell St,

) Cranworth St, (RY Hoof St (L Turf St, (R} Arthur St. (R) Queen St,

L) Powell St, (R) Prince St Market Square).

5

O busways

=
s Fenninsuy g

S
“Hoower Dy
2
%
¥,
g

Oditrvg sy
oS

Pine st

Junction Hill

Sommerang |y,

Continued.
i main mag

Grafton City - South Grafton via Bimble Av

Grafton City - Dovedale via Grafton Base Hospital

Grafton City - Junction Hill via Westlawn

igh St, (L) Ryan St, then as per Route 374 to Prince St (NAB).

parted Prince St, Grafton's main street
travelling east, the looped under Grafton's
famous rail and road bridge to re-enter
Prince St from the west. South Grafton
consists of a riverside community and a
hillside community out of the flood plain.
The two hourly services to the Hill trav-
elled on slightly different loops.

The four services could be maintained by
three buses operating :-

Grafton-Armidale  St-Grafton-Westlawn-
Grafton-Ryan St-Grafton

Grafton-Armidale  St-Grafton-Westlawn-
Grafton-South Grafton Shops-Grafton

Prince St-Hill via Hawthorne St-Prince St-
Dovedale-Prince St

During weekday afternoons the regular
Dovedale service was redirected to West-
lawn (clockwise) whilst occasional Dove-
dale services operated as part of the school
rosters.

The new timetable in January 1972 elimi-
nated the regular services to Skinner Street
and Ryan Street, (school days services
continued to Ryan St.) allowing the four
hourly services to be maintained by two
buses operating:-

Prince St-Hill via Armidale St-Prince St-
Westlawn-Prince St

with departures from Prince St to Hill at
8.15am, 9.20am, 10.20am, 11.20am,
12.20pm, 1.20pm, 2.20pm, 3.20pm,
4.20pm and 5.25pm and from Prince St to
Westlawn at 7.50am, 8.55am, 9.55am,
10.55am, 11.55pm, 12.55pm, 1.55pm,
2.55pm, 3.55pm and 5pm.

Saturday services concluded at 12.20pm to
Hill and 11.55am to Westlawn.

Prince St-Hill via Hawthorne St-Prince St-
Dovedale-Prince St

with departures from Prince St to Hill at
8.30am, 9.50am, 10.50am, 11.50am,
12.50pm, 1.50pm, 2.50pm, 3.50pm and
5.00pm and from Prince St to Dovedale at
9.25am, 10.25am, 11.25am, 12.25pm,
1.25pm thence Prince St to Westlawn
(clockwise) at 2.25pm, 3.25 and 4.25pm,
Dovedale being served by in the afternoon
on school days only.

Saturday services concluded at 11.50am to
Hill and 11.25 am to Dovedale.

At this time the Hill via Armidale St route
was extended further up the Hill to Max-
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Route

% 4| Grafton Clty - South Grafton - Grafton Clty via Bimble Av
< ¥r¢1V.\ Grafton City - South Grafton - Grafton City via Armidale Rd and Bent St

Grafton Clty - South Grafton - Grafton Cl
Q 374B via Federationtsyt and Blanche Pde ty

well Av, in lieu of Margaret Cres, and
school days services were advertised to
Junction Hill a growing housing area above
the flood plan to the north of Grafton.

. - . . Monday to Friday (&) & (&
Thls basic pattern of SEtrVICES \.Nas main Route number 374 | 374B|374A|374B 374B|374A(374B Got better
tained for weekday services until the new N T T LI things to do?
; ; Prince St (Market Square) we e BA5 B50 020 950 1020 10.50 1120 1150 12.20 :
timetables introduced on 30th March 2009. Fitzroy St (St Georga Bank) e BA7 B52 022 052 1022 10.52 1122 1152 1222
. . Fitzroy St (Shopping World) e e B20 855 025 055 10.25 10.55 1125 1155 12.25 [
Ryan Street is a 2km plus long ribbon of Sth Grafton, Skinner §1 (Post Office) 728 750 828 855 ... 9.58 1028 1088 .. 11.68 12.28 g'r‘;zl‘("’u'se'fa
Bligh St (back of Bi-Lo) e n 820 .. 029 .. 1029 .. 1128 .. 1229
development WeSt Of SOUth Graﬂon' Ryan Armidale Rd (G.I. Shops) 7.30 8.30 9.30 . 10.30 e 11,30 PR XL catch up on some
Street becomes the main highway to Glen Federation St (Tin Bridge) e TE2 .. 800 .. 1000 .. 1100 .. 1200 ..
. Armicale Rd & Maxwall Av 734 e B34 .. 034 .. 1034 .. 1134 .. 1234 |5
Innes. The service along Ryan Street has Margaret Cr & Fitzgerald St e 755 .. 005 .. 1005 .. 1105 .. 1205 ..
; Bimble Av 737 8O0 e e 087 e 137
never been _reStor?d meaning that ad%"t Blanche Pde . BDS .. 80 . 040 .. 1140 .. 1240 ..
passengers (including those in a mobile Bent St (Top Shop) 740 808 84D 812 040 1042 1040 1112 1140 1242 1240 |oea k(A e e
Cambridge & Bligh Sts 742 .. 842 .. 942 .. 1042 .. 1142 .. 1242
home park at the edge of town) have to Bligh St (back of Bi-Lo) e BAZ . 043 L. 1043 .. 1143 .. 1243 ..
have other means of transport Skinner St (Bendigo Bank) 745 845 845 915 045 1045 1045 1115 1145 1215 1245

Prince St (National Bank) W7.50 G8.25 W8.55 D9.25 W9.55 G10.25W10.55 D11.25W11.55 J12.25W12.55

The last timetable issued by the Grafton Monday 1o Friday ) &l & &

Bus Company dated 30th November 1998 Rolite number 3748 | 374 | 374B|374A|374B | 374 | 374837443748 | 374
ShOWS rOUte numbers' Prince St {(Market Square) 1250 120 150 220 250 320 350 420 505 530
. Fitzroy St (St George Bank) 1252 122 1562 222 252 322 352 422 507 532

374 South Hl" Fitzroy St {Shopping World) 1255 125 155 226 255 325 355 425 510 535
Sth Grafton, Skinner St (Post Office)  12.58 158 228 258 358 428 513 538

Bligh St (oack of Bi-Lo) w129 .. 229 .. 329 .. 428 .. 538

375 Westlawn Armidale R (G.l. Shops) e 130 .. 230 .. 330 .. 480 .. 540
Federation St (Tin Bridge) 1.00 200 3.00 4.00 5.15

376 Dovedale Armicale Rc & Maxviell Av e 134 .. 234 .. 334 .. 434 .. 544
Margaret Cr & Fitzgerald St 1.05 .. 205 ... 3.05 e 405 e 87

H H Bimble Av 1.37 3.37 547

377 JunCtlon HIII Blanche Pde 1.10 210 3.10 4.10 5.20
3 . Bent St (Top Shop) 112 140 212 240 312 340 412 440 522 550
This timetable shows the 9.20am, 11.20am, Cambridge & Bligh Sts 142 .. 242 ... 342 .. 442 .. 552
o - Bligh St (back of Bi-Lo) 143 e 213 .. 843 .. 413 .. 523 .

1.20pm and 4.20pm Hill via Armidale St Skinner St (Bendigo Bank) 145 145 215 245 815 345 415 445 525 555

services extended to the Hawthorne Estate
via Bimble Av and Roberts Dr. Also all
Hill via Hawthorne St services were ex-
tended to the Hawthorne Estate via Blanche
Pde & MacFarlane St.

Dovedale had a reduced service with the
10.25 am departure redirected to Westlawn
(clockwise) and the 12.25 pm departure
redirected to Junction Hill via Westlawn.

Also this timetable shows a reduced Satur-
day service maintained by one buses oper-
ating:-

Prince St-Hill via Armidale St-Prince St-
Westlawn-Prince St

with departures from Prince St to Hill at
8.20am, 9.20am, 10.20am, 11.20am, and
12.20pm and from Prince St to Westlawn at
7.55am, 8.55am, 9.55am, 10.55am, and
12noon. The 8.20am, 10.20am and 12.20
departures to the Hill operated via Blanche
Pde & MacFarlane St (as per the Haw-
thorne St service) and the 9.20am and
11.20am via Bimble Av & Roberts Dr.
Saturday Hill services operated via both
parts of Margaret Cres and Maxwell Av
using Quinn PI which connected the two
streets.

A King Brothers timetable dated July 2002
shows route numbers:-

374 South Grafton via Armidale St & Bim-
ble Av

374A South Grafton via Armidale St

374B South Grafton via Hawthorne St &
Blanch Pde

Prince St (National Bank)

D1.25 W1.55 G225 W2.55 J3.26 W3.55 G4.25 Wd.55

Explanations

D - Bus continues as route 376 to Dovedale via Grafton Base Hospital.
G - Bus continues as route 375B to Grafton Base Hopsital via Westlawn.
J - Bus continues as route 377 to Junction Hill via Westlawn.

W - Bus continues as route 375A to Westlawn via Grafton Base Hospital.

2

Journeys operated by an
easy access bus.

This

Westlawn & Junction Hill

375A Westlawn (anti-clockwise)
375B Westlawn (clockwise)

376 Dovedale

377 Junction Hill

Note that the Hill services were now desig-
nated South Grafton services and differen-

tiated by route letters. The Westlawn ser-
vices were also now differentiated by route

letters.

timetable shows the 9.20am,
11.20am, 1.20pm and 3.20pm and 5.30pm
South Grafton services now operating as
374 via Bimble Av and Roberts Dr, giving
an even spacing of services.

The 8.25am, 10.25am, 12.25am, 2.25pm
and 4.25pm services from Prince St now
operate via a combined 374B/377 route to
whilst the
9.25am, 11.25am, 1.25pm and 3.25pm
services from Prince St now operated to
Dovedale.

Saturday and Public Holiday departures
from Prince St to South Grafton were at
8.20am, 9.20am, 10.20am, 11.20am,
12.50pm, 1.50pm and 3.00pm and from
Prince St northwards at 7.55am (375A),
8.55am (375B/377), 9.55am (375A),
10.55am (376) 12.25pm (375A), 1.25pm
(375B/377) and 2.25pm (375B/376). The

8.20am, 10.20am, 12.50 and 3.00pm de-
partures to South Grafton operated as a
combined 374/374B via Blanche Pde &
MacFarlane St (as per the Hawthorne St
service) and the 9.20am, 11.20am and
1.50pm services as a 374 via Bimble Av &
Roberts Dr. Dovedale had some Saturday
services restored. Junction Hill now has
Saturday services. Saturday services were
now extended to 3pm in line with longer
shopping hours.

This timetable in a revised form was reis-
sued by Busways effective December
2004. Combined 374/374B services were
redesignated 374A, 375B/377 services as
377 and 375B/376 as 376. Monday to Fri-
days departures from Prince St. northwards
at 8.25am, 10.25am, 2.25pm and 3.25pm
operated as 375B to Westlawn (clockwise).

The December 2004 revised timetable was
found on the Busways website dated 1
December 2007 and the South Grafton
timetable (374/374A/374B) and Grafton
network map at this time accompanies this
article. An inspection of this timetable will
show further minor changes.

Now to the present. The Busways timeta-
ble dated 30th March 2009 shows route
numbers:-

373 South Grafton via Fairway Av
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Route Westlawn-clockwise (375C) at 8.52am,
<y 4.} | Grafton City - South Grafton - Grafton City via Bimbls Av 12.52 pm and 4.52pm. Depart for West-

¥4/ | Grafton City - South Grafton - Grafton City O bus lawn-anti-clockwise (375A) at 10.52am
= VEATcale)FyifandBent 51 and 2.52pm. Depart for Dovedale at

Saturday 7.54am, 9.54am, 11.54am, 1.54pm and

Route number 374 [374A| 374 |[374A|374|374A) 374 [374A School Term Passes 3.54pm Depart Prince St for Junction Hill
am am am am am am am am

Prince St (Market Square) .. 820 920 10.20 11.20 1250 150 3.00 Term passes allow students who are not at gam & 4pm

Sth Grafton, Skinner St (Post Office)  7.28 828 928 10.28 11.28 1258 1.58 3.08 eligible for a Busways School Free

Bligh St (back of Bi-Lo) .. 820 020 1020 11.29 1250 159 3.09 Travel Pass to travel to and from school Apart from the Junction Hill services. the

Armidale Rd (G.l. Shops) 7.30 832 932 1032 11.32 102 2.02 312 for less than the cost of paying a fare . !

Margaret Cr & Fitzgerald St 734 834 034 10.34 11.34 1.04 204 8.14 everyday. timetable could be operated by one bus as

Maoxwell Av & Quinn PL 735 835 935 10.35 11.35 105 205 315 To obtain a Term Pass please contact follows:-

Bimble Av 737 e 087 . 1LET . 207 .. your nearest depot on 1300 555 611.

Blanche Pde .. 838 .. 1038 .. 108 .. 318 i i

McFarlane St 740 840 040 1040 11.40 1.10 210 320 Passes ";a)qbe’m'rbjha‘séd'Ormt””rﬂle Fitzroy St-South  Grafton-Prince  St-

Bent St (Top Shop) 743 843 048 1043 1143 113 213 3.23 ek ndlaialognlelerieun .

Skinner St (Bendigo Bank) 745 845 045 1046 11.456 115 215 3.80 joumeys. Westlawn or Dovedale-Fitzroy St.

Prince St (National Bank) B7.55 B7.55 B9.55D10.55 11.85 J1.25 D2.25

In essence the new timetable discontinued

Weekends

Explanations

B - Bus continues as route 375A to Westlawn via Grafton Base Hospital.

D - Bus continues as route 376 to Dovedale via Grafton Base Hospital.

Buses operate Public Holidays to Saturday timetable, except
Good Friday and Christmas Day where there is no setvice.

374 South Grafton via Bimble Av
375A Westlawn (anti-clockwise)
375C Westlawn (clockwise)

376 Dovedale

377 Junction Hill

378 Jackadgery & Cangai

379 Copmanhurst

The South Grafton timetable and Grafton
network map accompanies this article

Route 373 extended the South Grafton via
Blanch Pde service another two or three
kilometres out to Fairways Dr in the Golf
Links Estate and outside the peak periods
departed Fitzroy St (now the principal
Grafton departure point) at 9.48am,
11.48am and 1.48pm.

Route 374 now operated to and from Bim-
ble Av via Armidale Rd (Armidale St) to
pass the Good Intent Shopping centre in
both directions. Outside the peak periods
374 buses departed Fitzroy St at 10.00 am,
10.30 am, 11.30 am, 12.30pm, 1.30pm,
and 2.30pm

The Westlawn services outside the peak
periods alternated between 375A and 375C
departing Prince St as follows:- 10.07 am
(375A), 11.07am (375C), 12.07pm (375A),

1.07pm (375C), 2.07pm (375A)

Dovedale services now departed Prince St
at 9.30am, 10.30am, 11.30am, 12.30pm
and 1.30pm outside the peak periods.
Dovedale services now operate via the
hospital. Junction Hill services now de-
parted Prince St at 11.00am and 1.00pm,
between the peaks.

Thus the off-peak service could still be
provide by two buses operating:-

Fitzroy St- South Grafton via Bimble Av-
Prince St-Westlawn-Fitzroy St

And

Fitzroy St-South Grafton via Fairway Av-
Prince  St-Dovedale-Prince  St-Junction
Hill-Prince St-Dovedale-Fitzroy St

In this timetable Dovedale had an hourly
service at the expense of one out of three
services to Westlawn over a two hourly
period, Junction Hill had a two hourly
service at the expense of one out of four
services to South Grafton over a two
hourly period.

Saturday and Public holiday services de-
part Fitzroy St for South Grafton via Bim-
ble Av (374) at 8.15am, 9.15am, 10.15am,
11.15am, 1.15pm, 2.15pm, 3.15pm,
4.15pm and 5.15pm. Depart Prince St for

the practices of nearly forty years with
decreased services to South Grafton and
increased services to Junction Hill and
Dovedale. While Dovedale services have
increased (particularly because of new
housing estates between that suburb and
the hospital) there was a slight change in
route, to bring the buses closer to the ex-
tended urban areas. However this altera-
tion caused considerable local concern and
prompted a flurry of letters to the local
paper. To date Busways have not ad-
dressed the concerns raised.

As a general comment, the route arrange-
ment of Grafton buses (not only since
Busways, but with King Brothers as well)
seems unnecessarily complex. A much
more user-friendly route layout would be a
clockwise or anti-clockwise loop through
Dovedale / Hospital / Westlawn, then back
to the CBD, across the bridge to South
Grafton, with a separate loop in South
Grafton. This would eliminate what seems
to be a particularly confusing arrangement.

Hopefully this article has provided readers
with some understanding of transport ser-
vices within a provincial city over a period
of forty years.

Thanks to Jim Clark for the valuable assis-
tance he has provided in the preparation of
this article.
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Route

Q 375A Grafton - Westlawn (Anti-clockwise Loop) d busways

See Route 375C for additional services.

Monday to Friday

M3 Route number Not sure
@ Prince St (NAB) 731 834 10,07 1207 207 307 412 512 712 Whe're
@ Hospital (Arthur St) 7.36 842 1012 1242 212 342 417 517 747 youre
® Orara 8t & Dobie St 741 847 1017 1247 217 317 422 522 722 going?
{ Dobie St & Mary St 747 853 1023 1223 223 325 428 528 728
@ Prince St (Market Square) 750 856 1026 1226 226 328 431 531 734
@ Fitzroy St (St George) 753 9.00 1030 1230 230 3.32 435 535 735 We do
. our drivers are
Saturday & Public Holidays Explanations .
"= Route number D - Bus diverts public school days only from E::’:\N:LI"]:IP
Prince St via Cliver St & Mary St to corner tl1(;y'|' = 'g el
© Prince St(NAB) 1052 252 Dobie St, then normal route. when to get there
@ Hospital (Arthur St) 10.57 257
@ Orara St & Dobie St 11.02 302  Weekends catch the bus!
Dobie St & Mary St 11.08 3.08
g Pringe St (Mark);l Square) 111 a1 Route 375A does not operate on Sundays.
. : . On Public Holidays it operates to a Saturday
© Fitzroy St (St George) 11.15  3.15

timetable, except Good Friday & Christmas Day when
there is no service.

E| Journeys operated by an easy access bus.

Route

ﬁ 375C Grafton - Westlawn (Clockwiss Loop) d busways

See Routs 375A for additional services.

Monday to Friday

2P Route number

© Prince St(NAB) 701 804 907 937 11.07 107 237 337 442 612
@ Dobie St& Mary St 7.04 807 910 940 1140 110 240 340 445 615
@ Orara St & Dobie St 710 813 9156 945 1146 116 246 846 451 621
@ Opposite Hospital (Arthur S 715 618 921 951 11.21 121 261 351 456 626
8 Prince St (Market Square) 720 823 926 956 1126 126 256 856 501 631

Fiteroy St (St George) 704 830 930 1000 11.30 130 300 405 505 635

Saturday & Public Holidays

"'%? Route number

0 Prince St (NAB) 852 1252 452 Day Tickets allow all day, unlimited
{ Dobie St& Mary St 8.55 1255 4.55
@ Orara St & Dobie St .00 1.00 500 bus travel in and around Graften Township for
@ Opposite Hospital (Arthur Sy 905 1.056 505 little more than the cost of a return fare. Tickets
8 Prince St (Market Square) 8.1 1.1 511

Fitzroy St (St George) 915 115 515 are available to both full fare passengers and

. appropriate concession card holders.

Journeys operated by an easy access bus.
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Route

%7443 South Grafton - Grafton via Fairway Dr
ﬁ %¥4:Y South Grafton - Grafton via Bimble Av

Monday 1o Friday

"r':fp Route number

374 | 374 | 374

O busways

Got better
things
to do?

give yourself

abreak

catch up on

some reading,
ring someone,

study for that
next exam

Hospital {(Route 375A in Mary St opp. Gaol) 7.35 8.42
Hospital {(Route 375C in Mary St adj. to Gaol) 715 8.18 8.1
Hospital (Route 376 in Arthur St) 7.26 ..
Frince St (Market Square) 7.22 H¥.36 7.51 828 8.58 06.28
8 Fitzroy St (St George) 7.24 H7.38 7.53 830 848 900 930
€ Skinner St & Spring St 7.01  7.29 H7.44 759 835 B854 9056 035
€ Armidale St & Cambridge St A7.05 A7.33 S7.56RH7.48 B8.03 840 858 910 940
@ Bent St & Bimble St A7.09 A7.37 S57.52RH7.53 8.07 844 0.08 914 944
@ Fairway Dr & Tallowood St v S7TABRH7Z.57 ... e 9,07
© Robens Dr & McFarlane St 712 740 STA0RHB.01 810 847 911 917 947
@ Bent St & William St ... S7.37RHB.04 ... ... 9,14
© Ammidale St & Cambridge St e 718 TS ... 817 853 e 923 953
€ Skinner St & Spring St .52 7.22 F.50 S8.00 H8.08 822 857 018 927 957
@ Fiince St (NAB) 7.00 7.30 800 S810 H8.16 832 905 0256 935 1005
Continues to Grafton Hospital, arriving at 715 7.36 8.18 H8.21 851 912 936 851 10.12

Monday to Friday continued

map
ref

Route number

Hospital (Route 375A in Mary St opp. Gaol) v 10012 1212 212

Hospital (Route 375C in Mary St adj. to Gaol) ... 9.51 11.21 1.21 251

Hospital (Route 376 in Arthur St) 9.36 ... 11.38 1.38
€ Frince St (Market Sguare) 945 958 1028 11.28 1146 1228 128 146 228 258
& Fitzroy St (St George) 8.48 10.00 1030 11.30 1148 1230 130 1.48 230 3.00
@ Skinner St & Spring St 854 10.06 1036 11.35 1154 12358 1356 154 235 3.08
€ Ammidale St & Cambridge St 9.58 1010 1040 11.40 11.58 1240 140 158 240 310
@ Bent St & Bimble St 10.03 10.14 1044 11.44 1203 1244 144 203 244 314
@ Fairway Dr & Tallowood St 10.07 e 1207 . 207
© Roberts Dr & McFarlane St 1011 1017 1047 11.47 1241 1247 147 211 247 317
€} Bent St & William St 10.14 e 1214 e 214
© Ammidale St & Cambridge St e 10023 10063 11,53 e 1263 1563 . 253 3.23
€ Skinner St & Spring St 1018 10.27 10.57 11.57 1218 1257 157 218 257 3.27
© Prince St (NAB) 1026 10.35 11.05 1205 1228 1.05 205 226 3.05 3.35

Continues to Grafton Hospital, arriving at 10.36 11.21 1212 1236 121 212 3.23 342

Explanations continued page 3

1

A - Bus operates via M=aoawell St between Armidale Rd & Bent St.

B - Bus operates via Cambridge St & Bent St to cormer Fitzgerald St, then normal Route 374,

C - Bus operates via Bent St, Cambridge St, Skinner Rd & Tyson St to Johnson St. Time shown is at corner of Bent St &
Cambridge St.

- Bus operates public school holidays only.

Bus operates loop in reverse direction to standard Rowte 373. Please join bus on opposite side of road to normal.

- Bus operates public school days only. 5

th [T

catch the
bus!

ses pages 6-7
for route map
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Route

%741 South Grafton - Grafton via Fairway Dr

000000000

<¥4'¥ South Grafton - Grafton via Bimble Av \é busways
Monday to Friday continued
374 | 373 | 373 | 374 Always
om  pm pim pim pim pim pim pim pm
Hospital (Route 375A in Mary St opp. Gaol)  3.12 S3.12X e A7 517 want the
Hospital (Route 375C in Mary St adj. to Gaol) 361 e . 456 ... 626 .. best for
Hc.)sprtal (Route 376 in Arthur St) w438 your kIdS?
Prince St (Market Squarg) 3.30 H3.48 403 433 448 503 533 633
Fitzroy St (St George) 3.32 §3.37 H3.80 405 435 450 605 5635 B.35
Skinner St & Spring St 3.39 53.44 H356 411 441 455 511 541 641 so do we
Armidale St & Cambridge St 3.44 S4.06YRH4.00 415 445 500 515 545 B.45 el
Bent St & Bimble St 3.48 S4.01R H4.05 419 449 505 519 549 B6.49 --I -_-I l l- .
Fairway Dr & Tallowood St . 83.56R HA09 .. .. 509 e e e schoolizybus
Roberts Dr & McFarlane St 3.51 83.52R H4.13 422 452 513 522 552 B5E2 7. is 4.4 times
Bent St & William St . 83.48CRH4.16 ... . 516 ... safer than
Armidale St & Cambridge St 3.57 .. 428 458 ... 528 558 B6.58 walking, 55
Skinner St & Spring St 402 8422 H420 4832 502 520 532 /02 7.02 times safer
Prince St (NAB) 410 84.30  H4.28 440 510 6528 .. 610 7.10 than riding a
Continues to Grafton Hospital, arriving at 426 4.32 4.32 443 513 543 v  BAT7 726

Saturday & Public Holidays

™ Route humber

bicycle and
nearly 1.38
times safer
than being

0000000000

am - am am am am pm  pm  pm  pm drivenin the

Hospital (Route 375A in Mary St opp. Gaol) 10.56 e 256 family car.
Hospital {(Route 375C in Mary St adj. to Gaol) 8.04 1.04

Hospital (Route 376 in Arthur St) 8.00 e 10,00 e 200D e 400 catch the
Prince St (Market Square) 813 813 1013 1113 113 213 3,13 414 bus!
Fitzroy St (St George) .. 815 815 1045 1115 115 215 315 415

Skinner St & Spring St 723 821 821 1021 1121 121 221 321 42

Armmidale St & Cambridge St B 8.25 825 1025 1125 125 225 325 425

Bent St & Bimble St 7.29 829 929 1020 1129 129 229 329 429

Fairway Dr & Tallowood St

Roberts Dr & McFarane St 7.32 832 932 1032 1132 132 232 332 432

Bert St & William St

Armidale St & Cambridge St 7.38 B8.38 938 1038 11.38 1.38 238 338 438

Skinner St & Spring St 742 842 942 1042 1142 142 242 342 442

Prince St (NAB) 7.50 850 950 1050 1150 150 250 350 450

Continues to Grafton Hospital, arriving at 8.00  8.04 1000 10655 1200 200 255 400 504

Explanatiaons cantinued

X - Catch Route 375A service & change to Route 373 service in

Fitzroy St (St George).

Y - Bus operates from comer of Bligh St & Ryan Stto Hay St &
returns via Ryan St 1o Bligh St, then stancard Route 373.
Z - Busterminates at comer of Rushforth Bd & Roberts Dr.

Weekends & Public Holidays

Route 373 does nol operate on Weekends & Public Holidays.
Route 374 doss not operate on Sundays.

On Public Holidays it operates to a Saturday timetable, except
Good Friday & Christimas Day when there is no service.

Journeys operated by an easy access bus.
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The Bankstown Lidcombe Corridor

JiM O’'NEIL

cVicar’s Bus service was one of
IVI the larger private bus companies

in Sydney in the sixties and had
their depot at 35 Joseph Street Lidcombe,
not far from the railway station. This was
not close to their main operations, which
went from Bankstown south and southwest
to the East Hills Line and beyond, with
five bus routes, the 12, 22, 23, 24 and 38,
and the route 27, which ran northwest from
Bankstown to Strathfield. Two of their bus
routes did run into Lidcombe station, how-
ever, the route 125 from Bankstown and
the 123 from either side of the railway line
from Regent’s Park, from Regent’s Park
on the east side and Harrow Road, Berala
on the west. Thanks to the location of their
depot at Lidcombe, | was able to add
McVicar timetables to my collection in the
sixties.

In this article, | shall be looking at the
development of these two bus routes. My
first timetable, (right & next page), is for
the 125 and was issued on the 13th Sep-
tember 1964. It was printed on pink fools-
cap paper: by McVicar’s standards this
was a small timetable, as many of them
were roneoed on double foolscap sized
paper, folded in four pages, even when
only the two inside pages were actually
needed to print the timetable. Two buses
were required for day service Mondays to
Sundays, runs 12 and 22, with evening
service on these days and on Christmas
Day and Good Friday being provided by
run 22 alone. Picture Buses were run from
Bankstown at 11.00 (0O overstruck by /
indicates “will depart at termination of
picture programme”) on Wednesdays,
Fridays, Saturdays and Public Holidays,
but not on other days, again by run 22.

Additional services were provided on
Mondays to Fridays by run 31 from the
Hume Highway at 7.27, arriving at Lid-
combe at 7.43. This bus operated a later
run from Revesby station to Picnic Point
School at 8.38, but | haven’t found any
service by run 31 between quarter to eight
and half past in my timetables. Was there
an industrial service operated in the inter-
vening period? In the afternoon, run 24 ran
from Ballad St and Rookwood Road at 4.7
to Lidcombe. This bus had left Horsley
Road School on the route 22 at 3.40, arriv-
ing at Bankstown at 4.00, and must be
distinct from the run 24 which provided all
day service on route 38 in July 1964 -
McVicar changed his run numbers with
some frequency, In the evening we find
run 34 leaving Bankstown at 9.28 p.m. for

12

Lidcombe (and the depot). This bus had
earlier operated four services from Bank-
stown to Picnic Point on route 23, starting
at 3.51, and one to Milperra Bridge on the
route 22 at 8.32, returning at 9.15, leaving
thirteen minutes before it departed on the
125. Around a quarter to seven in the
mornings on Saturdays and Sundays and at
8.52 p.m. on Saturdays we also find run
32. More than two buses were required to
operate the 125, but never more than three
at any one time.

My next timetable, for the 123 (see page
14, commenced on 8th November 1965. It
was roneoed on white foolscap paper. Only
two runs, the 32 and the 37 are listed on
the timetable, but the 32 cannot have oper-
ated both the 6.31 and 6,54 services from
Lidcombe to Regents Park on weekdays,
so a third run seems needed at that time.

The main service was provided by run 37,
with the 32 providing extra services in
weekday peak hours and on Saturday
mornings. The 37 operated alone on Sun-
days and Public Holidays. The two halves
of the route take up equal space on the
timetable, but did not take equal time to
operate. The buses returned from Berala in
about eighteen minutes, but took around
forty minutes to reach Regents Park and
return, thus allowing a complete circuit to
be operated in an hour. The buses almost
always left on the opposite half of the run
when they had arrived at Lidcombe, but
run 37 ran twice to Regents Park on week-
days at 2.4 and 2.43, and on Sunday morn-
ings at 8.28 and 9.4. Otherwise, there was
a similar number of services on each half.
Buses on the eastern part of the route di-
verted to Berala station during shopping
hours Mondays to Saturdays and in the

The Times November 2009




early evenings on Mondays to Fridays, but
ran direct along Notting Hill Road, past the
timing point at Georges Avenue, at other
rimes, including on the 3.16 p.m. service
on weekdays. There was no evening ser-
vice after eight o’clock on the route 123 in
1965.

Also on the east side of the Bankstown to
Lidcombe railway was a diversion of the
route 73, whose main services went from
Bankstown to Sefton and Chester Hill on
the Regents Park to Liverpool railway, to
Potts Hill, a residential area to the south of
the Water Board’s reservoirs of the same

The Times November 2009

name. My next timetable, for this section
of the 73, was issued on the 16th July 1979
(page 15) and was printed on one side of a
yellow cardboard sheet, 13 inches long and
5 wide. A single bus could operate the
service, independently of the main route to
Chester Hill, apart from the Thursday
nights only 9.10 p.m. bus via Potts Hill to
Sefton and Chester Hill.

In the early morning peak, the bus operated
only in a loop from Yagoona Station, not
going to Bankstown until 7.54. Since the
maximum time of journey was 12 minutes,
the service could operate at less than half-

hourly intervals, and there was no attempt
to operate a clock-face timetable — we may
note three departures from Bankstown
within one hour at 2.00, 2.26 and 2.51 p.m.
In the evening the bus terminated at
Yagoona at 5.25, leaving again for Potts
Hill three minutes later and returning to
Bankstown for one last run at 5.45, apart
from the Thursdays only shoppers’ bus. On
Saturdays there was a service only in the
mornings, at different times from the
weekday departures, and we may note
again three departures within the hour, this
time at 11.02, 11.30 and 11.58. Saturday
service finished at 12.40 p.m. at Yagoona
Station.

There was no service on Sundays or Public
Holidays, but surprisingly, there was on
Easter Saturday, with five services run, as
against ten on a normal Saturday. There
was a more extensive timetable for Easter
Saturdays than for Sundays and Public
Holidays on the main route of the 73. One
bus started at the Pipeline (north of Chester
Hill) at 7.34, arrived at Bankstown at 8.02,
ran the 8.05 to Potts Hill and then returned
to Pipeline at 8.55. Meanwhile, two more
buses had started at the Pipeline at 8.10
and 8.40 — these buses ran only on the
main route, The first bus returned to Bank-
stown at 9.25, ran the remaining Potts Hill
services, and then left Bankstown at 12.00
for Chester Hill. The route 73 had three
buses operating on Easter Saturday, against
only one on Sundays and Public Holidays.
I’ve no idea why Easter Saturday was so
busy on the Chester Hill-Bankstown Bus
Service. But | do remember that Todd’s
Buses, to the north at Auburn, ran services
on Easter Saturday around this time, but
none on Sundays or Holidays. Whatever
the reason for travelling on Easter Saturday
was, it applied to a number of routes in this
area.

The route 125 passed from McVicar to the
Bankstown Bus Co and thence to South-
Western Coach Lines, along with the
routes to the East Hills line. However, the
route 123 went to Drummond Transit.
Drummond added the Potts Hill diversion
of the 73 to the 123 in 1981, and operated
through to Bankstown to the west of the
route 125. My timetable for Drummond is
dated 2nd February 1981, and was roneoed
on which foolscap paper (page 15, bottom)
It gives the times for buses on Mondays to
Fridays, on School Days only, and tells us
there was no service on Sundays & Public
Holidays. What about Saturdays and
School Vacations? Gregory’s Guide to
Sydney by Public Transport (2 ed., 1982),
page 166, tells us there was no Saturday
service on the route 123, and | suppose that
Drummond operated a similar timetable,
but without the school diversions, during
vacations. The timetable gives only a
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phone number for contact. The telephone
directory gave his home address, 48 West-
minster St. Schofields, but for the address
of his depot, Tennyson and Denihey Sts,
Clyde, where | obtained this timetable, |
had to go to Gregory’s Guide. Drummond
was surprised to find someone at his depot
wanting a timetable.

The timetable required three buses in the
morning peak and two at evening peak

14

bit after six o’clock, both buses had
stopped operating, after they have dropped
their last passenger. The western section of
the old 123, which ran close to several bus
routes to Auburn, had had its terminus
moved a block west to Park Road, but was
now operated only in school hours, and.
except for the 7.30 a.m. service, on school
days only. The eastern part still has off-
peak and workers’ evening services, but it
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EXPLANATION OF ABBREVIATIONS USED IN THE TIMETABLE.
arr denotes arrive,
dep denotes depart.,
X denotes omnibus will operate on Sundays only. Thie Timetable shall commence
on BTH NOVEMBER, 1965, and shall
remain in force until suspended
or cancel fed,
PROPRIETORS:-  MCVICARS BUS SERVICES PTY,, LTD.
35 Joseph Street,
LIDCOMBE.,
hours but only one in shopping hours. A is still much more limited than in the

McVicar’s timetable we saw. The off-peak
buses run from Lidcombe at about every
hour and a half; Gregory’s Guide says 105
minutes, which doesn’t seem right. The
Potts Hill section of the route is now the
strongest part. Every off-peak service does
a short run, mostly to Potts Hill, but at
12.06 to Regents Park, in between the runs
through to Lidcombe. The shopping centre
at Bankstown Square has been added as a
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timing point, and apart from the first buses
in the morning and some of the school
runs, all buses operated to both Bankstown
Square and to the Station. All shopping
hour buses diverted via Berala Station,
even though it is not shown as a timing
point. We can tell this since all peak hour
runs between Lidcombe and Walters and
Kingsland Roads are labelled G “omits
Berala Station”. The service on the old
route 123 had declined considerably by
1981.

By 1984, both Drummond’s route 123 and
the Bankstown services of South-West
Coaches, which had collapsed, had passed
to the Highway Tours Group, who joined
their Lidcombe services to those in Au-
burn, which they had acquired from the
Cumberland group, under the name Au-
burn Passenger Transport. Their depot was
moved to a site in Enfield, and on 31st July
1985, a new timetable, with revised routes,
was issued (page 17) as “another Public
Transport improvement, developed
through the co-operation of the NSW Gov-
ernment and the Private Bus Industry”.
The route 125 was replaced by a new 920,
which went south from Lidcombe along
Joseph Street and Rookwood Road, the
route of the 125, but diverted through Potts
Hill, but not via Yagoona Station, reaching
Bankstown on the east side of the railway,
thus partly replacing the south end of the
123. The early morning services on the 920
did not divert through Potts Hill, while on
Sundays and Public Holidays the 920 was
extended from Lidcombe through South
Auburn to Auburn Station. Meanwhile, the

northern section of the 123 was replaced
by the 917, which operated to Regent’s
Park on a somewhat different, but equally
roundabout, route, then went north to Au-
burn running north from Berala over the
116, which had outlasted the western part
of the 123, and then to Guildford, replac-
ing the old route 5 (the times of the 917 are
not shown here.) The direct route north of
Bankstown along Rookwood Road was
combined with the old route 13, from Re-
gents Park to Auburn, as the new route
919. On weekday evenings this ran only
from Auburn to South Auburn, and was
combined in a loop with the 918, Auburn
to Cumberland Road. There was no service
on the 919 on Sundays and Holidays, nor
on the 920 in the evenings,

There was now a clock face timetable in
the off-peak period, with buses running at
alternate half hours, at five past the hour to
Auburn and twenty five minutes to on the
Lidcombe run. There were additional buses
on both runs in the peak hours and extra
short workings north of Regents Park on
the 919. Saturday service was similar to
weekday off-peak service, with the same
clock face timings. The 920 continued
until 6.32 p.m. on Saturdays, while the 919
had finished at 4.49, southbound at Re-
gents Park.

With the 18 September 2006 reorganisa-
tion of the bus routes in Region 13, the old
route 920 was replaced by a new route
912. My last timetable, commencing on
this date, was issued by Veolia Transport
(once Connex - page see pp 19&20). Con-
nex had taken over the old Auburn Trans-
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port. The Bankstown to Lidcombe buses
no longer diverted via Potts Hill at the
south end of the run, but they did divert via
East St. Lidcombe instead of the northern
part of Joseph Street. This partially re-
placed the old route 915, which was not
shown on the Auburn Transport map, but
as it did not serve the Cumberland Campus
of Sydney University, it is unlikely that
many of the University students who used
the 915 would have found the 912 useful.

A clock face timetable is in place through-
out the day, with hourly service in the off-
peak and at weekends and half hourly dur-
ing the weekday peak-hours. On weekdays
and Saturdays the buses leave Bankstown
at the same time as the old 920’s above: at
twenty five minutes to the hour. On Sun-
days, for some reason, the buses leave
Bankstown at twenty five minutes past the
hour. On Sundays the first two buses com-
mence their service, not at Bankstown but
at the Botanica Estate, in the northern part
of the 912. The first bus, leaving at 8.39
a.m., then departs Lidcombe at 8.50 and
reaches Bankstown at 9.12. It is not clear
whether the bus then leaves Bankstown on
some other route, and another one com-
mences at Botanica at 9.39, or if the first
operates as a special to Botanica. Both
scenarios are possible, but I think the first
is more likely. There is limited service in
the evenings. The buses finish at Bank-
stown at 8.57 p.m. on weekdays, 7.27 on
Saturdays and only 5.12 on Sundays and
Public Holidays. This is less service than
in 1964, but more than in 1985.

The Times November 2009




The Times November 2009

17



The Times November 2009



The Times November 2009

19



The Times November 2009





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
    /BlackadderITC-Regular
    /Iglesia-Light
    /PalaceScriptMT
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


