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A 
S I TRUDGED UP THE STAIRS at 
Baker St, my premonition that I 
would find my colleague, Mr. 

Sherlock Holmes, with that disgusting pipe 
in full flame was amply confirmed by my 
nostrils. I could barely see those hooked 
features for the fug of blue smoke which 
filled the room. 

“I say, Holmes, whatever do you make of 
this?”, I said, proffering the item I held in 
my hand. 

 “Why, is it not a bus ticket?” 

He annoys me intensely at times. “Holmes, 
you are being willfully obtuse. Of course it 
is a bus ticket. Please turn it over. The 
question still is ‘what do you make of 
this?’” 

 “How did you come by it?” 

“Mrs. Hudson found it in the gutter on her 
return from the haberdashery. What do the 
hieroglyphics mean?” 

“It is plain enough on its face”, Holmes 
retorted, coolly blowing smoke towards the 
ceiling. 

“Well it is not plain to me. I do believe I 
have not seen such a thing since the Affair 
of the Dancing Men”. 

“Watson, you must get out more –
thousands of these are discarded in the city 
every day. Rather than pandering to your 
obdurate refusal to use your analytical 
powers, let me instead challenge them with 
a question of my own.” 

“Please do”, I said tentatively, fearing that 
I was walking into a sticky Holmesian trap. 

“What was the colour of her hair?” 

Whose hair? Mrs. Hudson’s? Why auburn 
of course. Even I could not help but have 
noticed that after fifteen years.” 

“No- the colour of the hair of the girl who 
discarded this ticket.” 

“Holmes, you really are impossible at 
times”. 

“Not a bit of it my dear Watson. The an-
swer lies on the back of this ticket as 
clearly as the mysteries of the Middle East 
lie exposed on the parchments of the Dead 
Sea Scrolls” 

“But the Dead Sea Scrolls won’t be dis-
covered for another 60 years!”, I expostu-
lated. 

“Granted Watson, granted. But when they 
are discovered their message will be as 
clear as the message on this ticket.” 

What DO the “Dancing Men” tell us, dear 
reader? 

The Bus Ticket Mystery 
DR JOHN WATSON 
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I 
N 1970 PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
(PNG) was still administered by Aus-
tralia and independence was five years 

away.  Port Moresby was the largest city in 
PNG and was (and still is) the administra-
tive centre of this country. 

To a large extent transport throughout 
PNG has been hampered by a lack of de-
cent roads and inhospitable terrain with air 
services contributing to the bulk of options 
available.  Apart from a few mining and 
military tramways over the years PNG has 
never had a rail system although from time 
to time plans have been drawn up for a rail 
network and even a light rail service in the 
capital. 

Public bus services do operate (known 
today as PMVs – public motor vehicles) 
although it is difficult to obtain informa-
tion about timetables and routes.  It was a 
surprise however when I was fortunate 
enough to purchase a timetable off eBay 
for Port Moresby bus services in 1970. 

The timetable is undated and the operator 
shown is Moresby Bus Service Pty Ltd.  A 
disappointing aspect of the timetable (very 

much like many Australian rural and re-
gional bus service timetables of the similar 
period) is a lack of information about the 
route and fare structure and there is not 
even a basic map.  One also assumes that 
the buses only operate weekdays although 
this is not clear. 

The design of the timetable is unconven-
tional with the intending passenger having 
to read across the page.  No intermediate 
times are shown.  An interesting feature is 
the expression ‘Turn town’ – either this 
refers to the service returning to that desti-
nation or running a loop service throughout 
that area. 

The route numbering on initial inspection 
appears to be based on regions or suburbs 
however the route numbers sequence allo-
cated to Vabukori (1-1 and 1-2) continues 
further down the page with 1-3 being the 
University via Hohola service.  An as-
sumption might be that the second digit 
could be used as a bus number for roster-
ing purposes. 

The frequencies on most routes appear to 
be around 30 minutes in the ‘peaks’ and 

hourly for the rest of the day. Some ser-
vices finish around 9.30-10.00pm in the 
evening. 

Additional services shown as ‘S/B’ in the 
timetable presumably catered for staff and/
or students at the government offices and 
the university. 

It appears that up to 15 buses may have 
been required to maintain the service.  I 
believe that the Australian government 
purchased a number of Mee bodied vehi-
cles to be used in Port Moresby in the late 
1960s. 

Overall an interesting if highly confusing 
timetable to interpret but nevertheless it is 
a valuable document chronicling the trans-
port history of PNG.– Steven Haby 

Port Moresby bus services in 1970 and 2012 
STEVEN HABY and MALUM NALU  

The public transport system in Port Mo-
resby (in 2012) is a nightmare, more so at 
peak hours in the morning and in the after-
noon, when students and workers are leav-
ing for work or returning home. Getting on 
a PMV - short for public motor vehicle - in 
the city is chaotic- Malum Nalu  
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B 
ELOW, IS A SEGMENT OF A 
“Bendigo airport service” time-
table (undated). 

The point is that the towns of Castle-
maine and Taradale are about twenty 
kms apart. Five minutes to cover 
20km; 20km in five minutes – really? 

Assuming zero dwell time in Taradale 
we have an average speed of  240km/h 
for this segment of the journey. Must 
be quite a trip as even high speed 
trains struggle to achieve this sort of 
average. What’s the ride like? How 
does the driver get on when it’s rain-
ing. 

It all becomes a little clearer when we 
see the full timetable (one journey 
selected of three), reproduced at right.  

The key points would be: 

Bookings are compulsory. One won-
ders how late they can be made but to 
be on the safe side one would want to 
make them well before the Bendigo 
departure time. 

The timetable doesn’t say so but al-
most certainly the stops are condi-
tional. 

Castlemaine is  a long way off the 
direct freeway route . 

The ideal scenario for this type of ser-
vice for the operator  is to be fully 
booked out of Bendigo – no need to 
stop anywhere. 

Now if there’s no booking for Har-
court / Castlemaine but some for Tara-
dale the bus can go straight to Tara-
dale and 7.35 would be a reasonable 

time for this stop. The recovery time is 
in the Malmsbury – Kyneton section.  

If there’s a Castlemaine stop, Taradale 
would be reached around 7.50. Why 
not make this the time? 

If this were the time and there was no 
Castlemaine stop the driver would 
have three choices. 

Leave Bendigo late 

Drive more slowly than normal 

Dwell at Taradale for recovery (let the 
passengers look at the famous railway 
viaduct– on our cover). 

All three of these would not appeal to 
nervous passengers worrying about 
getting to the airport on time. Airline 
passengers, particularly international 
ones, can lose a lot of money if they 
miss their flights so having hassle free 
trips to airports is important. 

Kyneton is a major town and it makes 
sense to have any necessary recovery 
time there- specially if a passenger 
needs a comfort stop. 

This is all rather academic as the cur-
rent  timetable is quite different. 

There are a lot of changes but one sus-
pects that  the operator found that Cas-
tlemaine, being a major centre, re-
quired a stop on most trips.  

These now take an additional fifteen 
minutes. Business must be good as 
there are now seven trips a day in each 
direction. 

Castlemaine and Kyneton are now 

The World’s Fastest Bus?—or how to write a 
timetable  
JIM WELLS 

fixed stops. Taradale and Harcourt 
are no longer mentioned, but Kan-
garoo Flat and Chewton are. 

As an aside Chewton is an interest-
ing place. It’s a suburb of Castle-
maine which has several such places 
reflecting its history. There was 
once about 50,000 people in this 
major gold mining district. Chewton 
is full of old miners’ cottages right 
beside the road. 

The railway station closed in 1975. 
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N SW’S CITYRAIL 
introduced new timeta-
bles on October 20th, 

2013. 

A feature was the reintroduction 
after many years of Homebush as 
the terminating station for sector 2 
inner west local (all stations) ser-
vices, replacing Ashfield from this 
role. 

No longer do Bankstown trains do 
a circuit. Trains from Lidcombe 
(the second station after Homebush 

on the Main Line) for Bankstown 
will now start from the dead end 
turnback platform installed some 
years ago. 

Trains going through Bankstown to 
or from Lidcombe or Liverpool 
now form their own sub sector 
with all trains using the City Circle 
outer track. 

That’s by the by. The point of our 
story is that nothing stops at 
Homebush except the terminators. 
This means that a passenger from 

Homebush travelling to Berala on 
the Bankstown line south of Lid-
combe has to back track to Strath-
field and then change at Lidcombe. 
In the old timetable he had a one 
train journey. 

So, in effect, Homebush has be-
come a branch line stub end termi-
nus. And, yes, CityRail has man-
aged to show it as such, just, on the 
maps published in the new timeta-
ble leaflets (below right). 

When a Time Table changed a Map 
JIM WELLS 
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W hilst researching Victorian bus 
routes using the Victorian Gov-
ernment Gazette files on Victo-

ria, available online through the State Li-
brary at http://gazette.slv.vic.gov.au/,  I 
was very pleased to come across some 
issues of the Government Gazette that 
provided some very useful and interesting 
information. 

Once such issue of the Government Ga-
zette was no. 1 of 1955 published on 
Thursday 6 January of that year, which 
was devoted to details of all metropolitan 
and outer metropolitan bus routes licensed 
by the Transport Regulation Board that 
operated in Melbourne as at 1 November 
1954 (Page 9).  These routes were pre-
dominately operated by private operators 
with the remainder operated by the Mel-
bourne & Metropolitan Tramways Board 
and the Victorian Railways Board. 

This Gazette not only listed the routes but 
also provided details of the operators, fare 
and section details, service frequencies and 
deviations such as school or industrial 
trips. In some cases a basic timetable of the 
route was set out (see diagram 1).  All of 
this information provides the researcher 
valuable data and a ‘snapshot’ of bus 
routes in operation. 

Diag. 1. Extract from p. 39 of the 6 Janu-
ary 1955 Government Gazette showing 
details of route, sections and fares and the 
timetable to be observed for route 205A 
(page 10). 

The document lists the routes in three sec-
tions. Section one lists all the bus routes 
operated by private companies in numeri-
cal order arranged by the numbering sys-
tem that was adopted by the Transport 
Regulation Board in January 1925 
whereby: 

Routes that passed within 3 miles (9.6 km) 
of the GPO began at 1 

Routes outside this radius but within 8 
miles (12.8 km) of the GPO had an ‘A’ 
suffix and began at 1A. 

Routes that were outside the 8 mile radius 
were classified as ‘country routes’ and 
were initially unnumbered but a new num-
bering series began in the 1950s at 200A. 

Section 2 lists all the routes operated by 
the Melbourne & Metropolitan Tramways 
Board which were unnumbered at the time 
and finally section 3 lists the routes oper-

ated by the Victorian Railways Board. 

Many of the routes have long since disap-
peared or changed substantially over time 
within the last 59 years since this Gazette 
was published however as a ‘point in time’ 
reference it is fascinating. 

“At last!” to quote Lord Percy from 
Blackadder when he thought he had dis-
covered the process of turning base metals 
into gold, I thought I too had stumbled 
across the ultimate (at least for those inter-
ested in Melbourne bus routes). 

However my initial excitement turns to 
frustration as a closer reading of the docu-
ment reveals some curious omissions of 
certain bus routes which was discovered 
when cross checking against Graeme 
Cleak’s series of excellent articles on Mel-
bourne bus routes published in Fleetline, 
Australian Bus Heritage and later Austra-
lian Bus Panorama. 

Routes 132A to 155A were not listed in the 
document but are outlined in Graeme’s 
article published in the June 1992 edition 
Australian Bus Panorama Routes 233A to 
274A were also not included in this list 
however again Graeme outlined these in 
his article published in the September 1992 
edition of Australian Bus Panorama  How-
ever as Graeme explained in the latter 
article many of the routes in the 200A 
series were not allocated numbers until 
around 1956 which may explain the omis-
sion in the 6 January 1955 Gazette.  Such 
is the challenges of the researcher. 

“Bugger!” as Blackadder would often say. 
So as Baldrick in such situations would say 
with ill-deserved confidence “I have a 
cunning plan!”  This plan involved further 
research by going back to the 1956 Gov-
ernment Gazettes and check information 
indexed under the Transport Regulation 
Board entry in the indexes.  This did disap-
pointingly a fruitless exercise.  Some fur-
ther analysis was required! 

However searching the gazettes is quite 
easy online and one can either browse or 
do more advanced subject searches.  A 
screen shot of the search functionality is 
shown in diagram 2.  Useful subject head-
ings to select in the ‘advanced’ search 
include ‘Motor Omnibus Act’, ‘Transport 
regulation act’ and ‘Transport Regulation 
Board’. Diag. 2 (below). Search screen 
from Victorian Government Gazette index 
from the State Library of Victoria. 

Reading through the document reveals 
some interesting operational requirements 
as set down by the Board for example 
route 104A North Coburg tram to Broad-
meadows tram did not have a set timetable 
and was authorised to operate between the 
two terminuses as passenger traffic war-
ranted. It is not sure what the ‘trigger 
point’ was in regards to departures so it 
may have been a long wait for intending 
passengers further up the road! Despite all 
the setbacks from my initial research this 
document (and others) have proved to be a 
valuable tool for the researcher. 
The following tables are a summary of all 
the private bus routes listed in the 6 Janu-

Melbourne private bus routes as of 1 November 
1954- a cautionary tale on historical research with 
reference to Blackadder. 
By STEVEN HABY 
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ary 1955 Government Gazette. Table 1 lists 
routes 1 to 40, table 2 lists routes 1A to 
132A and table 3 lists all routes in the 
200A series.  The name of the operator is 
listed and number of buses licensed for that 
route is shown in parenthesis.  Notes on the 
subsequent history of the route in particular 
the 1971 renumbering of all of Mel-
bourne’s routes is included. 
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Route Description Operator (# of buses licensed for route) Notes

1 City – Gardenvale Melbourne‐Brighton Bus Lines (10) Route 601

2 City – Middle Brighton Beach Melbourne‐Brighton Bus Lines (10) Route 602

7 Spencer Street – Victoria Dock Weate Transport, South Kensington (9) Route 400, ceased

10 Hawthorn Bridge – Camberwell 

Jct

W.H. Hoare & L Davidson t/as Route 10 Bus 

Service, Camberwell (4)

Route 608, ceased

17 Abbotsford – Clifton Hill – North 

Melbourne

L.R. Daldy, Preston (4) Ceased 22.12.1955

19 Heidelberg – Collingwood Duncan’s Green Bus Service (10) Route 546

22 Thornbury – Fairfield – 

Westgarth

G. H. Duncan, Heidelberg (4) Ceased 11.1956

30 Clifton Hill – North Carlton – 

Moonee Ponds

Neeson’s Bus Service, East Brunswick (7) Route 504

31 Toorak – Burnley Spencer’s Bus Line Pty Ltd, Toorak (4) Route 607, ceased

33 Elsternwick – City Spencer’s Bus Line Pty Ltd, Toorak (9) Route 605

34 Brunswick – Westgarth Brunswick – Westgarth Bus Service (G. 

Deveson), West Brunswick (6)

Route 506

35 Shrine of Remembrance – Port 

Melbourne

E. R. & W. J. Shaw and M. E. Steiffler, South 

Melbourne (2)

Ceased by 1955

36 Moonee Ponds – Footscray H. B. and M. Lane’s Bus Service, Moonee Ponds 

(N/A)

Route 404

37 Murrumbeena – St Kilda – Port 

Melbourne

Cartin’s Bus Lines, St Kilda (7) Route 606

38 Footscray – East Melbourne E. P. Walshe, Heidelberg (7) Route 402

39 Flemington Bridge – Essendon 

station

J. and N. Birkett and J. H. O’Dea, West 

Brunswick (2)

Ceased by 1964

40 Brunswick – West Brunswick W. F. McGurgan, Brunswick (2) Route 505, ceased
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Route Description Operator (# of buses licensed for route) Notes

1A Thornbury – Edwardes Park – West Reservoir Nathalia – Melbourne Passenger Services, 

Reservoir and H. Webb and K. Williamson (10)

Route 553

6A Glenroy –Coburg – Heidelberg Coburg – Heidelberg Omnibus Service, Preston  Routes 513, 515 and 516

8A Moreland – Essendon – North Essendon Arbuthnot’s Bus Service and P. J. & L. H. Carr. 

West Coburg (6)

Routes 510 and 511

9A Brunswick – Essendon Brunswick – Essendon Bus Service and W. T. 

Dunn, East Brunswick (5)

Route 503

10A Fairfield – Moonee Ponds Fairfield – Moonee Ponds Bus Association,  Route 508

13A Heidelberg – Northcote Heidelberg Motor Omnibus Company (1938),  Ceased 2.2.1959
15A Moonee Ponds – Aberfeldie Ryan Bros., Moonee Ponds (4) Route 467
16A Essendon – Braemar F. A. Deveson, Essendon (3) Route 463
17A Essendon – Deakin St Estate of the late Catherine Grant, Essendon (4) Route 465
20A Footscray – Brooklyn Estate of the late J. P. J. McGree, West Footscray  Route 414
24A Gardiner – Caulfield W. T. Laidlaw, East Malvern (3) Route 620
25A Gardiner – Middle Brighton – Moorabbin Eastern Suburbs Omnibus Service, Bentleigh (13) Route 620 and 621
26A Glen Iris – Ashburton S. W. Jenkin, East Malvern (6) Route 734
30A North Road (Elwood Beach) – Gardenvale – 

East Oakleigh

W. Sinclair, Moorabbin (9) Route 630

32A Oakleigh – Bentleigh – Brighton L. T. Suhr, Bentleigh (9) Route 632
36A Hampton – Highett W. G. Hutchinson, Elwood (4) Route 641
39A

(Part A)

Oakleigh – Glen Waverley E. Davies Bus Service, East Oakleigh (4) Became part of 702

39A

(Part B)

Oakleigh – Wheeler’s Hill E. Davies Bus Service, East Oakleigh (4) Became part of 702

39A

(Part C)

Oakleigh – Holmesglen E. Davies Bus Service, East Oakleigh (4) Became part of 702

39A

(PartdD

Oakleigh – Syndal E. Davies Bus Service, East Oakleigh (4) Became part of 702

43A Sandringham – Cheltenham R. C. Morarty, Brighton Beach (4)
44A Moorabbin – Middle Brighton – Brighton  Eastern Suburbs Omnibus Service, Bentleigh (6)
46A Regent – Janefield – Greswell L. C. Dyson, Bundoora (3)
47A East Oakleigh – Carnegie O. C. Shave, East Malvern (3)
48A Moonee Ponds – Essendon – Strathmore – 

Essendon Airport

F. A. Deveson, Moonee Ponds (4)

49A Deepdene – Heidelberg – Gresswell Mont Park – Cotham Rd Bus Service, Heidelberg 
53A Northcote – Fairfield W. T. Howell, Northcote; H. C. McKay, Fairfield 

and T. C. Johnson, Northcote (3)
60A Fairfield Park – Alphington V. N. Tanner, Fairfield (1) Ceased 24.1.1955
61A Malvern – Tooronga – East Kew E. A. Staunton, Glen Iris (6) Route 625
62A Ormond – Caulfield E. Lishman, Parkdale (2) Route 628
64A Ormond – Oakleigh K. McKenna and W. Hocking, Ormond (3) Route 627
65A Kew – Fairfield Park Kew – Fairfield Bus Service (A. W. Webb), Kew (1) Route 609
67A Box Hill – Burwood Tram A. Rennie, Box Hill (4) Route 767 and 768
69A Preston – Coburg J. R. Kennedy, Preston (6) Route 527
71A Newport – Williamstown Grangers Bus Service (S. C., L. M., S. D., and W. A. 

Nicol and L. W. Sinclair), Williamstown (7)

Route 471

73A Kew – Canterbury – Mont Albert W. S. Plummer, Mont Albert (2) Ceased 1960
74A Williamstown Beach – Footscray – Moonee Ponds – Footscray – Williamstown 

Beach Bus Association, Williamstown (17)

Route 472

Eastern Suburbs Omnibus Service [54] GRV 860 had 4 of 
these delightful Leylands [ESOS sold the run to Sinclair's 
Bus Service who replaced the 4 half cabs fairly quickly with 
2 new Volvo B58's & to ex SA Worldmasters. Sinclair's sold 
out to Kefford's who renamed it Eastrans & is now owned by 
Comfort Del Gro] -    by venturatiger » Sun Mar 08, 2009 
10:02 pm   http://www.busaustralia.com/forum/
viewtopic.php?f=10&t=39739 
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Route Description Operator (# of buses licensed for route) Notes

75A Keilor – Essendon F. J. Bawden, Keilor (1) Route 476
77A Murrumbeena – Blenheim St Murrumbeena Bus Service, Carnegie (3) Route 655
78A Camberwell – Canterbury – East Kew L. W. Hone, Hawthorn (4) Became part of 731
81A Glen Iris – Camberwell Junction Driver Bros. Bus Service, Glen Iris Became 612
83A Hampton station – Bluff Road W. G. Hutchinson, Elwood (2) Route 641 and 642
84A Canterbury – Hartwell L. H. Skewes, Glen Iris (2) Ceased 1.1955
87A Heidelberg – Eltham – Research with 

extension Heidelberg – Greensborough – Briar 

Hill

W. Holborow& J. Birkett t/as Eltham – 

Heidelberg BS, Preston (3)

Became part of 519 to 523

88A Hughesdale – East Malvern R. N. Heywood, Oakleigh (3) Route 636
89A Box Hill – Canterbury station J. P. Slater, Surrey Hills (2) Ceased 1968
90A Box Hill – North Kew A.E. Rouch& J. R. Kennedy, Heidelberg (6) Became 284
93A Coburg – North Essendon C. Stevens, West Brunswick (3) Became 512
94A Elsternwick – Ormond W. R. Spencer & A. E. Barry t/as Camden Bus 

Service, Bentleigh (3)

Became 627

96A Moreland – Thornbury – Croxton J. G. Merlo, Thornbury (3) Ceased early 1955
97A Caulfield – St Kilda O. C. Shave, East Malvern (3) Ceased 30.8.1958
100A North Williamstown – Altona Altona Bus Service, Williamstown (3) Route 415
101A Yarraville – Kingsville Yarra‐King Buses, Kingsville (3) Route 430
102A Moorabbin station – North Brighton station Nuline Bus Service (C. J. Spence), South Caulfield 

(3)

Route 618

103A Oakleigh station – Clayton station via Centre 

or Haughton Rds

Clarinda Motors (H. R. Trotter), Oakleigh (3) Route 704

104A North Coburg tram – Broadmeadows station Broadmeadows Bus Service, East Brighton (2) Trips to be operated as reasonably required to cope 

with traffic offering. Route 530 and 531.
105A Yarraville – South Kingsville T. Sherry, Yarraville (2) Route 429
106A Newport station – Blenheim Rd & Mason St 

corner

C. Lucas, West Coburg (2) Route 432 and 433

107A Box Hill station – Box Hill North (Lexton & 

Doncaster Rds or Woodhouse Gve& Station 

Sts)

A.E. Rouch& J. R. Kennnedy, Heidelberg (1) Sold to M&MTB 31.12.1967. Route 290

108A Box Hill station – Mont Albert tram terminus E. N. Williamson, Box Hill (2) Extensions from Box Hill station to Box Hill High School 

and Box Hill Cemetery gates. Route 615
109A Footscray – Yarraville station J. G. & F. E. Sitch t/as Footscray – Yarraville Bus 

Service, Yarraville (6)

Extensions from Yarraville station as follows (a) to SEC 

and BP refinery; (b) to CSR refinery; (c) Williamstown 

ferry terminal and (d) SEC reserve gate, Newport. Route 

409
110A Footscray – Sunshine station A. R. Tresize, Footscray (7) Route 410
111A Canterbury station – Balwyn J. A. & O. J. Bridges and C. H. Dunn, Mentone (2) Ceased 2.1960

112A Coburg – Merlynston – North Coburg tram Coburg – Merlynston Bus Service, West 

Brunswick (2)

Extension from North Coburg tram to Sheffield St. 

Route 514
115A Caulfield station – Bentleigh – Middle 

Brighton

Nuline Bus Service, South Caulfield (7) Route 616 and 617

118A Hampton station – Moorabbin M. C. Peeler, Hampton (6) Route 638 and 639
120A Bentleigh – South Bentleigh L. T. Suhr, Bentleigh (3) Extension to East Boundary &Mawby Rds. Route 633 

and 635.
121A Preston – Regent – East Coburg – West 

Coburg

J. R. Kennedy, Preston (4) Extensions (a) via Bell St & Sydney Rd to Sheffield St; (b) 

via Sussex St to Essex Rd; (c) from Melville Rd to Essex 

Rd; (d) from Ray St to Bell St; (e) from Gaffney St 

&LandellsRd to Blessed Oliver Plunkett School. Route 

526.
122A Epping – Reservoir – East Preston East Preston & Epping Bus Service, East Preston 

(4)

Route 555.

123A Ivanhoe  station – West Heidelberg Heidelberg Motor Omnibus Service, Heidelberg 

(4)

Extensions (a) from Ivanhoe station to Heidelberg 

picture theatre; (b) from Ivanhoe station to Ivanhoe 

town hall; (c) from corner of Oriel Rd &MalahangPde to 

Outhwaite Rd. Route 549.
124A Glenroy – Pascoe Vale – Westbreen Coburg – Heidelberg Omnibus Service, Preston 

(2)

Extension (a) from Glenroy to Hilton St & Beatty Ave. 

Route 515.
127A Brunswick – East Brunswick via Hope St R. M. Chapman, Brunswick (2) Route 509, ceased 9.2012
128A Brunswick – West Brunswick J. H. Fleurie, West Brunswick (2) Route 507.
129A Canterbury station – Richmond P. B. McCallum (and others), Box Hill (5) Ceased 19.12.1969
130A Deer Park – Sunshine W. A.  Rogers & J. M. West, Footscray (2) Routes 451 to 456
131A Sunshine – North Sunshine C. J. Sitch, Yarraville (1) Route 416
132A Moorabbin station – Moorabbin East Eastern Suburbs Omnibus Service, Bentleigh Route 656
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Route Description Operator (# of buses licensed for route) Notes

200A Mordialloc station – Chelsea station Beach Transport Service, Mentone (2) Became 706
201A Nunawading – Forest Hill C. W. Bird, Forest Hill (1) Route 765
203A Greensborough station – Yarrambat R. McLellan, Greensborough (1) Ceased August 1957
204A Mordialloc station – Mentone – Cheltenham 

station

Blue & Silver Bus Lines, Mentone (2) Route 648 and 649

205A Hurstbridge – St Andrews via Peake’s Corner 

or Smith’s Gully

J. Morris, Panton Hill (2) Route 580

206A Mitcham station – Vermont via Mitcham Rd Willis and Brockell Bus Service, Vermont (2) Route 765

207A Mitcham station – Park Orchards C. W. Young, Mitcham (2) Route 738 to 742
208A Box Hill station – Mordialloc station Ventura Motors, Box Hill (22) Route 700, now part of 903
209A Sunbury – Essendon – Melbourne; 

OaklandsJct – Essendon

G. Beardsley, North Essendon (5) Route 479

210A Greenvale – OaklandsJct – Essendon ‐ 

Melbourne

G. Beardsley, North Essendon (5) Route 477

211A Mentone – Keysborough – Springvale O. J. Bridges, Mentone (5) Route 811
212A Springvale station – Noble Park station O. J. Bridges, Mentone (4) Route 810
213A Dandenong station – Glen Waverley station O. J. Bridges, Mentone (4) Route 811

214A Mentone station – Mordialloc station O. J. Bridges, Mentone (4) Route 814
215A Cheltenham station – Beaumaris C. Currer, Mentone (3) Route 652 and 653
217A Black Rock – Mentone C. Currer, Mentone (6) Part (a) Mentone station to Beach & Balcombe Rds; (b) 

Mentone station – Mentone racecourse; (c) Mentone 

station – Beach, Bluff & Balcombe Rds. Route 646

218A Moorabbin station – Cheltenham – 

Heatherton Sanatorium

G. Elston, Hampton (6) Route 654

219A Cheltenham station – Dandenong Market G. F. Grenda, Oakleigh (2) Route 826
220A Oakleigh station – Wheeler’s Hill or Gells Park G. F. Grenda, Oakleigh (2) Gells Park later changed to Jells Park. Route 802 and 

803
221A Oakleigh station – Dandenong station G. F. Grenda, Oakleigh (3) Route 800 and 801
222A Warrandyte – Eltham E. Williams, Hawthorn (1) Part (a) Warrandyte – Turner’s Corner; (b) Warrandyte 

– Kangaroo Ground War Memorial; (c) Warrandyte – 

Pound Rd; (d) Eltham – Croydon Market. Ceased 

December 1954

223A Box Hill – Blackburn – Nunawading W. Hart, Fitzroy (4) Sold to M&MTB 2.7.1961
224A Box Hill – Blackburn – Forest Hill W. Hart, Fitzroy (4) Part (a) Box Hill – Blackburn; (b) Forest Hill – Box Hill; 

(c) Forest Hill – Blackburn. Route 702

225A Box Hill station – Upper Ferntree Gully (Royal 

Hotel)

Ventura Motors, Box Hill (4) Route 732

226A Box Hill station – Burwood tram Ventura Motors, Box Hill (4) Route 732

A Camden BS Vulcan with Sy-
mons & Fowler body on the 
Elsternwick to Oakleigh service 
(627) and a Ventura Leyland 
RTC with Freighter body at the 
second stop and the Box Hill-
Mordialloc service (700, now 
903, and it was only from Sept 
'66 that this service went via the 
Centre, previously served only 
be a Burwood-Old Dandenong 
Rd supplementary route, dis-
continued when the main ser-
vice ran via the Centre). Ven-
tura's stop was outside the donut 
shop– System Improver, http://
www.busaustralia.com/forum/
viewtopic.php?f=10&p=510206 
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